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A CHANCE FOR ESSAYISTS. 


HE subject of our new Prize Essay Contest, as an- 
nounced in our issue of February 11, relates to 
practical pharmacy, and is intended to embrace under 
the heading, Dispensing Notes, short essays on the best 
methods of dispensing medicines in tablet and triturate 
form, capsules, cachets, etc.; the manipulation of liquid 
or semi-solid substances like creosote, guaiacol and the 
glycerophosphates; pills containing volatile oils or es- 
sences, easily oxidizable substances, etc.; the preparation 
of palatable galenical compounds of the newer remedies, 
such as elixirs and emulsions; prescription incompati- 
bilities and their remedies ; notes on the general manage- 
ment and working arrangement of the prescription 
counter, together with hints on the checking and filing 
of prescriptions. A prize of $10 is offered for the best 
essay received in this competition and MSS. to receive 
consideration should be in our hands by the end of March. 
A hearty participation in this contest on the part of our 
readers is earnestly invited. 





ALBANY ANNUALS. 

HE assembling of the State Legislature has been 
heralded by the usual crop of bills pertaining to the 
practice of pharmacy. The first to be heard from was 
the Bell bill, which made it a misdemeanor to advise or 
recommend medical treatment of any kind, in an emer- 
gency or otherwise. It went so far as to prohibit the 
sale of proprietary medicines or the giving of relief 
to sufferers from trivial ailments such as are com- 
monly treated by household remedies. The attention 
which was focussed on the measure by means of publi- 
cations in the drug journals and meetings of the trade 
had the desired effect, for as amended to meet the ob- 

jections raised against it, the Bell bill now reads: ° 
Any person shall be regarded as practicing medicine within 
the meaning of this act who shall profess to heal or who shall 
give treatment to any other person by the use of any remedy, 
agent or method whatsoever, whether with or without the 
use of any medicine, drug, instrument or other appliance, for 
the relief or cure of any wound, fracture or body injury, in- 
tirmity, physical or mental, or other defects or disease. This 
is not to be construed as prohibiting the manufacture, sale or 


‘use of any proprietary or patent medicine where no diagnosis 


is made by the maker or seller thereof; or the giving of tem- 
porary relief in an emergency by a registered pharmacist or 
any person, or the domestic administration of family remedies. 

As the bill now stands it will prohibit the practice 
of medicine in any form by Christian Scientists and 
Osteopaths and is free from the objectionable features 
of the original measure. 
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Other measures affecting pharmacists now pending 
in the Legislature relate chiefly to the new pharmacy 
law which a large number of druggists doing business 
in New York State would like to see improved in some 
particulars. Those who were chiefly responsible for the 
law which went into effect in this State last month are 
naturally opposed to any interference with its provisions 
thus early in its operation, but they will find few to agree 
with them in the position they take that it is a short- 
sighted policy “to amend the law just as it is put into 
operation.” The opinion of the average citizen on this | 
point is pretty clearly expressed by a correspondent of the 
AMERICAN Druccist, who puts the matter very aptly 
when he says “ one does not have to wear a pair of shoes 
until the soles drop off from age to discover they do not 
fit, and a man need not be a jurist to know that laws 
gain strength with time; that when we permit evils to 
pass unchallenged at the outset we become accustomed 
to their presence, and tolerate their intrusion, even 
though our rights and liberties are violated.” By the 
way, it is hardly fair to blame the up-State pharmacists 
for certain objectionable provisions of the law which had 
their origin in the law originally drafted by the city board 
to apply to New York City alone. 





DEPARTMENT STORE PHARMACY. 





EPARTMENT stores are not expected, of course, to 
know much about the fine distinctions between 
poisonous alkaloids—or any other branch of pharmacy, 
for that matter—and the deluded bargain hunters who buy 
medicines at these places have only themselves to blame if 
they acquire mistaken notions regarding the properties 
of drugs. Still it is hard on the manufacturers of a prep- 
aration like Antikamnia, for instance, to find Macy & 
Co., of New York, advertising under the heading, “ Med- 
icinal Sundries,” “ Antikamnia Tablets—five grains, with 
or without cocaine—gg cents.” Macy & Co. have evi- 
dently had their attention called to the fact that a combina- 
tion of the kind described would hardly ever be prescribed 
under any circumstances, for in a later issue of the news- 
paper in which the “ Medicinal Sundries ” advertisement 
appeared, the firm announce, “ In our last ad we used the 
word ‘cocaine’ by mistake. Codeine was meant.” It 
was nice of Macy & Co. to make the correction, but it is 
likely to prove somewhat annoying to them, as it calls the 
attention of the Board of Pharmacy to the fact that sched- 
uled poisons are being advertised openly for sale by per- 
sons who are not licensed pharmacists. Verb. sat. sap. 








THE PHARMACIST IN THE NATIONAL 
GUARD. 





HE bill abolishing the grade of military pharmacist 
in the National Guard of the State of New York has 
passed beth the Assembly and the Senate and will no 
doubt receive the signature of the Governor, as it has 
apparently been adopted as a party measure. It is ad- 
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visable, nevertheless, to protest vigorously to the Gov- 
ernor against the measure if for no other purpose than to 
impress the Governor with the fact that the pharmacists 
of the State are seriously interested when it comes to 
denying them a commission for purely social reasons, and 
so far no other reasons have been advanced save that 
“the rank of sergeant is all they would get in the regular 
army.” A vigorous protest against the abolition of the 
grade of military pharmacist, signed by representatives 
of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association, the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Association, the German 
Apothecaries’ Association and the Manhattan Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, was sent to the members of the Legisla- 
ture and published in the daily papers. 

We urge all our readers to write at once to Governor 
Odell protesting against the signing of the amendment 
to the military code known as Assembly Bill No. 231, as 
inflicting an unmerited affront to the members of an hon- 
orable profession and as being distinctly detrimental to 
the best interests of the National Guard. 





CAUTION. 


The publishers desire to caution subscribers against send- 
ing money by unregistered mail. They have recently received 
many complaints of losses incurred by failure to register letters 
eontaining money, and for such losses they decline to accept 
any responsibility whatever. All remittances should be made 
by exchange on New York, by post office or express money order 
or by registered mail. When a check on a local bank is used ten 
cents should be added to cover the cost of collection charged 
by the New York City banks. All remittances should be made 
payable to American Druggist Publishing Co. 





We Have Preached to Perfection. 


To the Editor of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Sir,—I read the editorial and prospectus for the new year 
in your issue of the 24th inst., and note with pleasure the 
new features to be introduced, especially the one on store 
management and better business methods, which cannot fail 
to be of great advantage to your readers, if only they will prac- 
tice what you preach. On the professional side of pharmacy 
you have always preached to perfection, and I am sure during 
the next year the “ business side” will receive the same wise 
and practical help and ideas. Wishing the AMERICAN DRuG- 
GIST a prosperous and happy New Year, 

Very truly yours, 

Nashville, Tenn., December 28, 1900. 


J. O. BURGE. 





Well Pleased. 


Please continue my subscription to your valuable journal, 
the American Druggist, as I am well pleased with same. 
WADE J. SHEPPARD. 


Sandersville, Ga., January 15. 









Errata. 


The article on “ Practical Politics .Applied to Pharmacy 
Legislation,” printed in our issue of January 28, was prepared 
by Prof. James H. Beal, of Scio, Ohio, for the January meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Through a re- 
grettable oversight, the name of the author was detached from 
the article in preparing it for publication, and readers are 
asked to supply the omission. 

In the note on a “ Glove-Cleaning Paste” on page 47 of 
our last issue the word “ odorless” on the eighth line should 
read odoriferous. 
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THE AVAILABILITY OF METHYL ALCOHOL 
AS A SOLVENT IN PHARMACY. 
By FREDERICK T. GORDON, 
Pharmacist, U. 8. Navy. 

HAT the use of both methyl alcohol and “ wood 
alcohol” as solvents in pharmaceutical opera- 
tions is on the increase is a statement that can be easily 
verified by casual inquiry, hence the need for the settle- 
ment of the question of the admissibility of this practice. 
Methyl, or purified “ wood alcohol,” is now largely used 
by manufacturers as a solvent in the making of solid ex- 
tracts, this statement being based on positive information ; 
and by some also for making certain articles intended for 
external use, and the use of this solvent by the retail 
pharmacist for solvent. purposes is also becoming quite 
general in preparations for external use. Owing to the 
considerable difference in the present cost of the two al- 
cohols, there being about $1 per gallon difference in fa- 
vor of methyl, the question of the availability and safety 
of methyl alcohol for pharmaceutical purposes is one of 
considerable importance to both manufacturer and retail 
pharmacist, hence all possible information bearing on this 
subject should be sought out and made public, so that a 
decision may be reached. If pure methyl alcohol can re- 
place ethyl alcohol in the manufacture of certain phar- 
maceutical preparations, the limits of this availability 
should be clearly defined ; if it can be used as a complete 
substitute, or if it should not be used at all, it is our duty 
as pharmacists to find the truth and propagate it. Our 
own benefit is wrapped up in this question besides the due 
to pure science. As a matter of dollars and cents it should 
be established beyond a doubt that we can or cannot use 
the cheaper solvent in our work. If its use be permis- 
sible, our Pharmacopoeia should give the necessary au- 
thority therefor; if there are limits, these should be rig- 
idly set, and, if it cannot be used safely at all, the same 
authority should make a special prohibition officially. The 
question is certainly one of as much importance as the ad- 
mission of a certain drug to our Pharmacopeeia, and just 
as long as money can be made by the use of the cheaper 
solvent there will be some to take advantage of it. There- 
fore the matter cannot be evaded by conscientious fram- 
ers of the national pharmaceutical guide; they must meet 

and answer it one way or the other. 

It is with the intention of attracting attention to this 
question that this paper is presented, and the experi- 
mental work mentioned in it was also undertaken with the 
same purpose in view, and it is hoped that the pharma- 
ceutical profession will take up the question with the 
earnestness its importance demands. However, there 
must be borne in mind the fact that just as soon as the ad- 
missibility of methyl alcohol as a beverage—. e., for in- 
toxicating purposes, is proven the Government will clap 
on it an excise tax that will put it out of our reach, un- 
less it proves to have exceptional advantages to compen- 
sate for the increased cost. The lesser present cost of 
methyl alcohol is now its greatest argument for adoption, 
but the source and supply of methyl alcohol are both vast- 
ly less than for ethyl alcohol, and the initial cost of manu- 
facture is several times greater, the former costing about 
75 cents to $1 a gallon for a pure 95 per cent. grade, the 
latter costing from 20 to 25 cegts a gallon to make. The 
supply of grain alcohol is practically unlimited, of “ wood 
alcohol ” decidedly restricted. So that in seeking to find 
uses for methyl alcohol we must not forget this fact of 
possible future taxation. Of course, it is possible that 
with increased demand the cost of manufacture will be de- 
creased, in fact, this week (February 3 to 9) a drop of 15 
cents a gallon in methyl alcohol is noted, the supply on 
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hand being in excess of the demand, but if we are to reap 
any benefit from the use of this article as a solvent it 
must be tax-free, and this we can do by immediate action 
in studying its nature and limitations. 

In considering the question of the admissibility of 
methyl alcohol as a pharmaceutical solvent, the vital point 
is the effect of pure methyl alcohol on the human system 
as compared with what we know to be the effects of pure 
ethyl alcohol and its effects, per se. Crude, impure 
methyl alcohol, the so-called wood alcohol, must not 
enter into the discussion at all, for this we already know 
to be a poison, either from its own constitution or from 
the impurities, with the weight of evidence in favor of the 
latter theory. If pure methyl alcohol is greatly more 
toxic than pure ethyl alcohol, its use must be limited to 
the making of preparations for external use or for those 
in which it does not appear when finally finished. Now 
there is a widespread belief that methyl alcohol is a vio- 
lent poison; I do not agree with it, although I do not say 
that it will be harmless if used continuously or in ex- 
cess. It must be borne in mind that until very recently 
practically all the so-called methyl alcohol we had was 
nothing but more or less crude wood alcohol, contain- 
ing in addition to methyl alcohol such impurities as fur- 
furol, acetone, methyl, acetate, etc., to which its odor and 
taste were due. This crude article is certainly toxic when 
taken internally, but it would be just as fair to say that 
ethyl alcohol was violently poisonous by basing our tests 
on it in its crude form. Much of the prejudice against 
the use of methyl alcohol comes from ignorance or inat- 
tention to this fact and also from a lack of knowledge of 
the properties of the pure article, but exactly the same ob- 
jections can be made against the use of ethyl] alcohol, if we 
dealt only with it in an impure form, as the two alcohols 
will then contain about the same impurities, notably fur- 
furol, and the danger of these impurities is recognized by 
our Pharmacopeeia in the rigid tests it prescribes for their 
detection. When pure methyl alcohol has had the same 
exhaustive trials given to it as its rival then we can base 
our judgment on facts and not prejudice. 

When methyl alcohol is purified from its by-products 
of fermentation and distillation the characteristic odor 
and taste almost disappear and the product can scarcely 
be told from its homologue, ethyl, by its odor, taste and 
general appearance. What is of more importance, by this 
purification the toxic effects of the crude article are al- 
most, if not, entirely eliminated, and the effect internally 
in small doses is that of a pure intoxicant, without sec- 
ondary symptoms. I think that it is quite well proven 
that the .violent toxic symptoms produced by drinking 
crude grain alcohol or “ bad whisky ” are due chiefly to 
the furfurol contained therein. The toxic nature of fur- 
furol was clearly demonstrated by Dr. Lauder-Brunton 
to be precisely those of the articles above mentioned, and 
the absence of secondary symptoms after the use of alde- 
hyde-free alcohols was also proven. In man, in doses of 
o.1 Gm., furfurol gave rise to acute neuralgic pains in 
the back of the head and neck, followed by nausea, dull 
headache, depression and a foul taste in the mouth, 
which, I need scarcely say, are just about what we see 
following excessive indulgence in bad whisky or other 
liquor. It was also found that the toxicity of these by- 
products of fermentation increases as the alcohol radicle 
ascends in the series. 

Some little time ago Professor Puckner, of Chicago, 
investigated the subject of the use of methyl alcohol, and 
described experiments made, which seem to show that the 
ettects of pure methyl alcohol correspond closely. to those 
of pure ethyl alcohol, and others have also corroborated 
this statement. Indeed, Mr. Abbott, a student of the 
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Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, has stated that from 
personal trials of the effect of pure methyl alcohol he 
found that when it was taken internally in doses up to 
half an ounce the characteristic action of alcohol was 
alone manifested, and this seemed also to be more tran- 
sient, passing off in a shorter time and leaving less after 
depression. The above experiments I can corrborate 
from personal tests ; I have tried the effects of pure methyl 
and pure ethyl alcohol on myself and others in doses up 
to one ounce, and did not*find toxic symptoms in either. 
The actions and after effects of the two seemed to me to 
be about the same, except that the effect of methyl alco- 
hol manifested itself sooner and passed off quicker, leav- 
ing less depression, this being the note as regards single 
doses. Investigation along this line by Picard (Phar- 
maceutical Journal, November, p. 446) shows very con- 
clusively that the toxicity of the alcohols is proportionate 
to the molecular weight of the alcoholic radicles, he giv- 
ing the proportions thus: Methyl, 7; ethyl, 1; propyl, 2; 
butyl, 3; amyl, 10. However, it is no more than fair to 
say that these figures have been questioned by Dujardin- 
Beaumetz, but there is a doubt if this latter experimentor 
made use of as highly purified substances as the for- 
mer. The well known effect of amy! alcohol, “ fusel oil,” 
bears out these proportions, and the theory is one that 
seems to be in accordance with what we know of the re- 
lations of molecular composition to therapeutic action. 
Personally, I am satisfied that pure methyl alcohol is as 
safe for internal use as a solvent for drugs as the now 
commonly used ethyl alcohol, with the reservation that 
it must not be used in large or long continued doses, but 
I hold this opinion, of course, subject to verification by 
others better equipped than I for such work. I do not 
think that methyl alcohol is safe for use as a beverage or 
as a substitute for ethyl alcohol in whisky, wines, etc., the 
danger from the presence of impurities is too great and 
these impurities are too constant a factor, and I would 
certainly hesitate to say that continued use of methyl al- 
cohol in the amounts ordinarily present in whisky or 
beer would be safe until the fact had been surely proven. 
There is a very positive element of uncertainty in the af- 
ter effects of methyl alcohol, whether from its impurities 
or from this article itself, so we must err on the side of 
safety until we know our ground. The amount of methyl 
alcohol liable to be taken in the ordinary dosage of galen- 
icals in which it was used as the solvent for the active 
principles I do not think will prove harmful if care be 
taken to limit this use to an absolutely pure article. 
Before the use of methyl alcohol can be made per- 
missible, the same, or even more rigid, requirements for 
its purity must be made than are now laid down for ethyl 
aicohol, in our Pharmacopeeia, if the use is to be made 
official, or by the user if his conscience alone is to be his 
guide. There is a positive danger in the indiscriminate 
use of wood alcohol of any sort, even if the preparation 
be labeled so as to show its nature, for to many persons 
alcohol is alcohol under any name, and through error or 
ignorance this might be taken internally with fatal conse- 
quences. We have already. had such instances in our 
navy. I do not think the use of wood alcohol in any 
pharmaceutical preparation liable to be used internally is 
permissible; now that we can get it pure it should not 
even be used for external preparations in its crude form. 
For instance, a tincture of iodine made with the ordinary 
wood alcohol has such a pungent and irritating vapor 
that it cannot be used around the face, and it is also very 
irritating to the skin on any part of the body, and I have 
found that liniments made with it are more irritating than 
these of the U. S. P. Wood alcohol, by reason of its 
lower cost, has a wide field of usefulness in the trades and 
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arts, but for pharmaceutical purposes, where it is to re- 
main in the finished article—very few. However, refer- 
ring to the point of future taxation in the earlier part of 
this article, if our manufacturers can make a grade of 
wood alcohol which is too impure to be uscd in bever- 
ages, and yet is sufficiently pure to be used in preparations 
for external application, for the making of solid and pow- 
dered extracts and for certain other like operations, it will 
be a boon to both manufacturer and retailer. Here the 
lower cost will be a great factor, and the use can be so 
safeguarded that no objection can be made to its sanction 
by our Pharmacopeceia. 

Pure 95 per cent. methyl alcohol can now be obtained 
in the open market at a reasonable price. Under the trade 
name of “ Columbian Spirits ” there is now manufactured 
an exceptionally pure article, which is sold at $1.50 a gal- 
lon, the makers claiming 98 per cent. pure methyl] alcohol, 
and no doubt as the demand increases the supply will keep 
pace. Indeed, as before noted, the price has recently been 
lowered because the supply was ahead of the demand, 
about 100,000 gallons a month it was said, so the saving 
possible from its use is considerable. Pure methyl alco- 
hol is a colorless, almost odorless, limpid liquid, specific 
gravity 0.795 at 15.5 degrees Cent., boiling at 64 degrees 
Cent. and miscible in all proportions the same as ethyl al- 
cohol. ‘Columbian Spirits” is stated by its manufac- 
turers to have the specific gravity of 0.796, and to boil at 
65 degrees Centigrade, claims that have been practically 
corroborated by many investigators, and which have been 
the subject of several papers read before the State Phar- 
maceutical Associations. (Kansas Pharm. Ass’n, 1897, 
Professor Sayre; N. Y. Pharm. Ass’n, 1897, Professor 
Gregory; Amer. Pharm. Ass’n Proceedings, 1898, etc.). 
I may say that I have also found these figures to be correct. 

Commercial 95 per cent. “extra refined” wood al- 
cohol has about the specific gravity 0.802 at 15.5 de- 
grees Cent., boils at 65-70 degrees Cent. and has about 
the same physical properties as pure methyl alcohol, with 
a marked odor and taste peculiar to itself. This article 
is now quoted at 65 to 85 cents per gallon, according to 
quantity and quality. The manufacturers of a pure 
methyl alcohol inform me that the extra cost of their prod- 
uct is due to the difficulty and expense of purifying the 
crude article, the process being one of chemical treatment 
and fractional distillation. The by-products (impuri- 
ties) are said to be acetone, aldehydes, furfurol, methyl 
acetate, allyl and amyl alcohol, etc.; and, this manufac- 
turer stated, their separation becomes very difficult when 
they are present in minute amounts. To these no doubt 
is due the difference between the pure and the crude ar- 
ticle. I may here state that the “ pure methyl alcohol ” 
made use of in my work was this “ Columbian Spirits,” 
as I found it to be practically pure, cheaper and easier to 
obtain in the market than a C. P. methyl alcohol of other 
make. The wood alcohol used was the best market 
grade; this had the color, odor and characteristics 
usually ascribed to wood alcohol, and was found by me 
to contain notable amounts of furfurol, acetone and 
pyroligneous acid. 

The next point in this question is the solvent power of 
methyl alcohol, in other words, granting its availability, 
will the same amount do the same work as ethyl alcohol 
in dissolving the active parts of drugs? This question 
has seemingly been answered in the affirmative by the 
work of many investigators. Extended experiments were 
conducted in the laboratory of the Massachusetts College 
of Pharmacy by Prof. W. F. Scoville, the results of which 
showed that there is practically no difference in the sol- 
vent power of the two alcohols. In this paper a com- 
prehensive table is given containing a large number of 
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drugs that were worked on, with the amounts of extrac- 
tive dissolved out by both methyl and ethyl alcohol and 
other data of interest. (See AmericAN Drucaist, 
September 11, 1899.) The figures in this table show 
that the general result of the two alcohols is about the 
same as to solvent power. For some drugs one seems 
better adapted than the other, and vice versa. Comment 
is made on certain differences in the appearance of the 
finished products, in color, consistency, etc., but the more 
important points of solution and complete exhaustion of 
active principle were found by assay to be the same in 
both. It is not stated whether pure methyl alcohol or 
purified wood alcohol was used in these experiments, 
but from the statement that there was a marked odor of 
wood alcohol in the finished fluid extracts, it is judged 
that the latter was used, as in my own work I found that 
when the pure article was used the odor of the drug gen- 
erally completely masked what little odor the solvent 
itself had. Other experimental work might also be men- 
tioned in connection with this part of the discussion, but 
it seems hardly necessary, as the fact seems well estab- 
lished that methyl alcohol has the same solvent nature 
as ethyl alcohol. This I found to be the case in a num- 
ber of experiments recently made along the lines of Pro- 
fessor Scoville’s very complete work, in both extracts and 
tinctures. Indeed, by all the laws of chemical analogy 
we might predict from theory alone that such would be 
the case, but no doubt there will be found minor varia- 
tions as the range of observation is increased. One point 
must be borne in mind, the lower specific gravity of 
methyl alcohol may make a difference in the final appear- 
ance of the finished product, as it certainly will in its re- 
lation of weight to measure. Methyl alcohol has the 
specific gravity of 0.796, ethyl alcohol that of 0.820 (U. 
S. P.). 
The Uses of Methyl! Alcohol. 

With the postulates before mentioned granted the next 
point is one cf detail; for what pharmaceutical purposes 
is methyl alcohol to be used with advantage? (From the 
standpoint of cost). Basing my answer on my own be- 
lief I would say: “ For all in which ethyl alcohol is now 
used, except in those where the amount of alcohol pres- 
ent in the average dose exceeds half an ounce, and where 
its use is to be continuous. But, of course, I cannot 
ascribe to my humble work the weight of final assertion. 
This must come from more extended and general labors 
by other experimenters better equipped ; therefore a sum- 
mary of the possible uses may prove of value as giving 
us a basis for starting the discussion. These I may men- 
tion under the following headings: Those for which un- 
official use has been sanctioned by common consent ; those 
in which the availability of methyl alcohol is yet to be es- 
tablished. Under the former will come: 

1. All preparations intended for external use as medi- 
tines, veterinary remedies, etc., etc. 

2. Toilet preparations—i. ¢., bay rum, toilet waters, 
etc., etc., for which use an exceptionally pure and odorless 
article is required. 

3. Solid and powdered extracts, resins, etc., in short, 
all articles from which the solvent is driven off in the final 
processes of manufacture and for certain similar pharma- 
ceutical processes. 

In these three classes there can be hardly any objec- 
tions raised to the official sanctioning of the use of methyl 
alcohol, even granting that it is more toxic than ethyl 
alcohol. In the first two there is only the accidental use 
internally to be considered, which objection would equally 
apply to the potent ingredients of many liniments and 
tinctures, and in the third the solvent is not present in 
the finished article at all. I cannot see why the slightest 
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objection should be made against the employment of 
methyl alcohol for making the official solid extracts, and 
resins and such like articles, it having been shown clearly 
that it has the necessary solvent power and the most 
biased critic cannot point to any danger of poisoning by 
something that is not present in these preparations by the 
very nature of the thing itself. The economy of use in 
these classes is too great to permit us to overlook the pos- 
sibility, and we owe it to ourselves that this part of the 
question be settled definitely as soon as possible. And 
I hope that it be settled affirmatively, as a lightening of 
the heavy burden imposed upon our manufactures by the 
oppressive excise tax! 

In the classes of preparations for the making of which 
the use of methyl alcohol is debatable, we may also make 
use of three groupings: 

1. Fluid extracts and tinctures of potent drugs, of 
which the dose is five minims or less. 

2. Similar preparations of which the dose is usually 
from ten minims to a fluid drachm. 

3. Preparations of which the dose may run from one 
fluid drachm to a fluid ounce. 

In the first group the maximum amount of methyl 
alcohol present in the ordinary doses would be less than 
five minims, in most cases it would not be more than 
three ; will any one say that this minute quantity of pure 
methyl alcohol is toxic, even if given three or four times 
a day? If so, then we must class methyl alcohol with 
our most virulent poisons, and this is a conclusion few 
would care to state. In the second class, of which the 
average dose is one-half to one fluid drachm, the average 
amount of methyl alcohol that will be present will be from 
30 to go per cent., thus making the amount of methyl 
alcohol given less than a drachm and often less than half 
adrachm. I must say that I do not look to any startling 
increase in our mortality tables from such a practice, for 
[ do not believe that these amounts of a pure methyl al- 
cohol will produce effects of any consequence unless the 
dosage be very, very frequent. Of course, I base this 
contention on the use of an absolutely pure methyl alco- 
hol; wood alcohol does not enter into this phase of the 
question at all. In the third group there is room for 
reasonable doubt, for in these the danger line, if there be 
one with methyl alcohol, is closely reached ; so it would be 
best to prohibit the use of methyl alcohol in this class 
until its safety is amply demonstrated. Indeed I might 
go further and say that we can afford to wait for the 
official sanctioning of the second class until the safety of 
methyl alcohol is demonstrated, although I feel satisfied 
that we can use these amounts of that solvent with im- 
punity. Anyhow, there is a growing objection to the 
use of preparations in which the amount of alcohol pres; 
ent is so great as to produce its own peculiar effects, and 
often enough to mask the action of the drug; so these we 
can leave out. 

In concluding this article I will advance the proposi- 
tion that pure methyl alcohol can be substituted for ethyl 
alcohol in the preparations just mentioned, with advan- 
tage on the score of economy. It is understood that this 
is presented for discussion, not as a finality, and that the 
use of methyl alcohol is advocated solely on this basis 
of economy at the present time. If we can demonstrate 
that methyl alcohol can be used for the extraction of 
drugs and Tor the making of certain kinds of galenicals 
it will mean a saving of a dollar to a dollar and a half 
a gallon on the solvent used, a matter of vast consequence. 
I do not urge the substitution of methyl alcohol for any 
peculiar advantages it possesses, for as a matter of fact 
ethyl alcohol has certain marked advantages as a solvent 
for general use, is easier purified and can be supplied at 
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a lesser initial cost and in larger quantities. Scientifically 
the question is one of great interest; financially it is one 
of great moment. We must be careful not to go too far 
and defeat our own good by widening the sphere of use- 
fulness for methyl alcohol; remember the tax on grain 
alcohol ! 

Not to be dogmatic, I feel safe in saying that it has 
been proven that methyl alcohol can be taken with safety 
in quantities up to one ounce in a single dose; I am not 
prepared to say what the effects will be after long con- 
tinuation of this dosage, the data being insufficient. Let 
us divest ourselves of the idea that ethyl alcohol alone has 
certain properties and uses, and seek to find these in 
methyl alcohol; ethyl alcohol has the halo of centuries 
of use hovering over it, and it is hard to divest one’s mind 
of early formed prejudices. Methyl alcohol is the cre- 
ation of the nineteenth century chemist; shall we be 
behind him in our work of making practical use of the 
substance. he has placed at our disposal? However, all 
the theorizing and all the discussion in the world will not 
do as much to settle this question as will one series of 
observations carefully conducted by a competent observer. 
It seems as if this test might easily be applied. Let a 
series of experiments be undertaken in the laboratories 
of our colleges to determine clearly the exact nature of 
the effect of pure methyl! alcohol physiologically, its limits 
of toxic action and its cumulative effects, and let these be 
done so thoroughly and so carefully that there will be no 
doubt as to their final answer. The benefit to be reaped 
by our great manufacturers from the employment of the 
cheaper solvent should make some of them willing to bear 
the expense of these experiments, and surely the scien- 
tific aspect should appeal to our professors and teachers. 

Meanwhile, let every pharmacist make such observa- 
tions of the effects and practical uses of methyl alcohol 
as he can, and when data of any value are obtained for- 
ward them to his pharmaceutical journal or assuciation. 
I would not recommend indiscriminate experimentation 
of the effects of methyl alcohol on one’s person, for there 
is the grave danger of toxic impurities likely to be pres- 
ent, and the risk is too great to be undertaken, except by 
those perfectly cognizant of it and of the means to remedy 
any untoward effects. I have tried the effects of small 
doses of methyl alcohol with safety, but if there should 
be any desirous of making the same test I would say, Be- 
gin with very small doses, and be sure: of the quality of 
your alcohol! In conclusion, I appeal to pharmacists 
to take up this question with the earnest intention of 
settling it for once and all. Either determine that we can 
use methyl alcohol in our work, or that we cannot; no 
half-way decision. 





A New Test for Bile Pigments in the Urine.— 
Guerra communicated to the Academy of Medicine in 
Turin the following methods of testing for bile pigments, 
which are said to be superior to the tests described by 
Marechal and Gmelin (Giorn. della R. Accad. Med. di 
Torino, 1900, No. 5§).—(1) A few Cc. of pure hydro- 
chloric acid are poured into a test tube and a few drops of 
a 10 per cent. solution of ferric chloride are added until 
the mixture assumes a uniformly yellowish color. The 
urine to be examined is now added, drop by drop, and at 
the point of contact of the two liquids a green ring will 
be formed, the intensity of which will be proportioned to 
the amount of bile pigments in the urine. (2) A little of 
the urine to be tested is poured into a test tube and 
strongly acidified with pure hydrochloric acid. Two or 
three drops of a 10 per cent. solution of ferric chloride 
are then added. A green color will appear in the upper 
part of the acidified urine, and this color will spread 
through the whole liquid on shaking. 


RECORD. 


PHARMACEUTICAL 


STORE MANAGEMENT. 
. Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


Ln addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it wilt 
be freely answered, 


FITTING UP AND OPENING A NEW STORE. 


N offering advice and suggestions to the young phar- 
macist who is about to fit up and stock a new store, 
it is, of course, understood that it is only possible to give 
here advice of the most general character, for the start- 
ing of each particular store is a separate and complete 
problem in itself, the factors of the problem being, the 
capital invested, the location of the store, the size and 
shape of the store room, its environment, the size and 
character of the city or town, the class of trade to be se- 
cured and several other things. 

In the first place the pharmacist should acquaint him- 
self as thoroughly as may be with the business field and 
its active and latent trade possibilities. _ What amount 
and kind of business there exists now, and what might 
be developed by newer or different business methods in 
this field or locality. He ought to know what volume of 
trade the locality will afford and the probabilities for the 
growth and increase of this trade in the future.. 

He should know the number and class of people in 
the locality, the number of physicians, their practices and . 
reputations, the other pharmacies that he must come 
into competition with, the character of their trade and 
the way they are fitted and stocked. | 

If the new store is to make a good impression from 
the start it must be fitted and stocked as well, or better, 
than its leading competitor, otherwise it will in all prob- 
ability play second fiddle right from the start. The old 
way of starting a business in the face of competition was- 
to start small and work your way up. The modern 
method is to start at the top and work with all your might 
to stay there. Once in a while this method is unsuccess- 
ful, and in that case the loss is large, but it is usually 
successful, and in that case the struggle for establishing 
a good trade is not so protracted, being a matter of 
months where by the former method it was generally a 
matter of years. 

CONCERNING LOCATION. 


In a large or medium sized city success will depend 
a great deal on location. A store in an out-of-the-way 
place will be pretty certain to be a failure from the start. 
A very cheap rent will often lure a man into hiring @ 
badly located store, but he will find later on that he is 
paying a very high figure for something that would be 
dear at any price. 

Drug stores are not different from other retail stores 
as regards the value of a good location. The greater the 
amount of travel by it the greater the volume of business 
will it be able to secure, for the amount of family trade 
that it is possible for it to secure is, as a rule, limited by 
the population of its immediate neighborhood. What- 
ever amount of business is done outside of this must come 
from transient trade, and trade drawn from outside the 
usual limits by superior goods or service. It is generally 
through transient trade—the trade of the passerby--that 
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a drug business may be built up to very large propor- 
tions. 

In considering location be careful not to get on the 
wrong side of the street. Every well traveled street has 
a right and a wrong side. The bulk of the travel will be 
along one side of the street, while the other side will be 
comparatively deserted. Even on Broadway, New York, 
rents on the west side of the street are double those of 
the east side of the street, as the west side is “ the busi- 
ness side of the street.” The value of location is well 
summed up in the old business adage “ To make money 
you must go where money is.” 

In a small town or city—less than 10,000 population— 
the whole town and part of the surrounding ‘country may 
be considered as the business field, while in a large city 
the field will consist of a few city blocks. These few 
blocks may, however, contain more people than a small 
town, and it is the problem of the city druggist to 
reach every person in his business field, and set before 
them the merits of his establishment and the pharmaceu- 
tical service he offers—a much more difficult problem than 
that which confronts the country druggist. 

The drug store, as a rule, is a store of convenience, and 
people naturally go no further than the nearest one for 
their requirements in the pharmaceutical line, but the 
store that can offer the public a superior service to that 
of the average drug store, and lets the public know of it, 
will draw its trade from a greater distance and thus en- 
large its business field. 


THE QUESTION OF FIXTURES. 


It is not possible to lay down here any hard and fast 
rule as to what proportion of the invested capital should 
be laid out in store fittings without having in mind some 
particular store and the rest of the data to work from, for, 
as I said before, the fitting of each store is a separate 
problem. : 

If the store is situated in a fine neighborhood and aims 
to cater to a very high class trade, the fittings will neces- 
sarily be of a more expensive character than if the store 
\.ere in a tenement house district or a small factory town. 

Polonius’s advice to his son: “ Costly thy habit as thy 
purse can buy, but not express’t in fancy; neat, not 
gaudy,” is pretty sound advice. The public expect to 
see drug stores finely furnished, and handsome fittings 
are in themselves a good advertisement for a pharmacy. 
As the pharmacist passes the greater part of his waking 
hours in his pharmacy, the better, more cheerful and finer 
his surroundings, the better for him, his thought and his 
work. Weare but just beginning to rediscover what the 
old Greeks knew so well, the influence of his surround- 
ings—form, color and ornament—on man’s character and 
work. 

It is generally considered that the cost of fitting up 
should not exceed 25 per cent. of the capital invested in 
the business. That is, where the capital invested is, say, 
five thousand dollars, not more than twelve hundred and 
fifty should be spent for fitting up. The sum spent for 
fixtures is, of course, an investment for plant, and the 
business to be wholly prosperous must, in addition to pay- 
ing expenses and profit, pay the investor a reasonable 
interest on the capital invested in plant, and also a sum 
equal to the deterioration in plant. This deterioration 
or wear and tear on fixtures will amount to about 5 per 
cent. yearly of the original cost of the plant. This sum 
must be expended yearly in repairs on fixtures and re- 
placement of worn out apparatus if the plant is to be kept 
up to its original state of efficiency and not allowed to 
run down or get in a state of disrepair and decay. 
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This estimate is aside from the amount invested in 
soda water apparatus, which is usually considered as a 
separate investment, and a separate account of receipts 


_ and expenditures of this department is usually kept. 


In planning the store and in constructing the fixtures 
the fact that the business, if successful, will grow, should 
not be lost sight of, and provision for this growth made, 
so that it will be easy and less expensive to add more room 
for the storage and display of stock to the present fix- 
tures. If the wall cases are not carried up to the ceiling 
at first they should be built so that this may be easily 
done at some future period should the exigencies of the 
business demand it, and everything else constructed with 
an eye to the future expansion of the establishment. I 
wonder why some enterprising store fixture man does not 
adopt the plan of the “ sectional book case ” manufactur- 
ers and build fixtures on that system, so that as the drug- 
gist required them he could add more “ units ” to his wall 
cases or counters. It’s a wearying problem to make 
more room for a growing business in the store that is 
fitted in the ordinary fashion, and in some cases the only 
solution seems to be to tear out all the fittings and make a 
fresh start by beginning all over again. I have been in 
a store that with a rapidly growing business required 
more and more room, there was no chance to enlarge the 
building or take in an adjoining one, and moving was not 
to be thought of. Consequently every particle of room 
had to be utilized, and as the original fitting up had not 
considered the question of growth, the store as it finaily 
looked, after ten years of filling in every nook and corner 
with all sorts of expedients for storing or displaying 
stock, like a very much patched up old building; whereas 
if some attention had been given to the possibility of 
growth when originally fitted it could have been at all 
stages of its growth a finely fitted and symmetrically ar- 
ranged store. 

In buying an established store, too, great reckoning 
is generally made by the buyer, and the seller as well, on 
the stability of the established trade. “Good will” is 
not worth paying for, except in rare instances. Unless 
“good will” really means good location, a good stand, 
it is of no value; and even if it were the seller could not 
deliver his trade intact to the new proprietor no matter 
how good his intentions. “ Every tub must stand on its 
own bottom ” in the business world, and it is more true 
of retail druggists than of any other retail dealers that 
the fealty of their patrons is to them individually rather 
than to their establishments. 

With few exceptions, when a man buys an established 
store he finds that the stock and business in more or less 
run down. The best thing to do, where this is the case, is 
to make as great changes in the appearance of the place 
as circumstances permit, putting in new fixtures if pos- 
sible and fixing things so that the change is noticeable 
to the most careless observer. The aim should be to con- 
vince the public that the store under new management 
offers better service and better goods than it did before. 
If they don’t see much change in the aspect of the place 
they may take your statements of improvement “ cum 
grano salis.’ I once knew a druggist who made a 
great hit by going through the stock of a store he had 
just bought, and culling out all the stale drugs, shop- 
worn goods and decomposed chemicals. He put them all 
in a heap in the show windows, with a big sign on them 
stating that on a certain day he was going to cremate 
them, and invited the public to come and see them cre- 
mated. He also exhibited in the show windows the new 
stocks that he had bought to replace the stale goods, and 
explained that he guaranteed every article for sale in his 
store to be pure, fresh and full strength. The public 
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saw him cremate the old goods and inspected the new. 
They believed his statements, for he had proved them. 

As it rarely happens that a pharmacist is so fortunate 
as to be able to have a store built expressly for him, it is 
usually necessary to rent one as he finds it and adapt it to 


his purpose as best he can. One of the things he should 
carefully look out for is the lighting of the store interior. 
If it is a corner store, and it almost goes without say- 
ing that no other store should be considered for a phar- 
macy than a corner store, it should have several window 
openings along the side, as well as the front, that the 
whole depth of the store may be well lighted. 

A well lighted store—a store that the passerby may 
see the whole interior of at a glance—is a well advertised 
store. The public is attracted by such a store if it is 
tastefully fitted up. It says “come in.” “ Everything 
open and above board here.” 

Did you ever observe the manner in which a man ap- 
proaches a business place that he has never been in? 
First a quick, cautious look through door or window to 
size the store up and see what kind of a place he’s get- 
ting into? If the store is dark and gloomy, so that he 
cannot see very far into its interior, he will probably shy 
off and pass on to a store that he can see and judge the 
character of better. This trait of human nature seems 
to be a survival of primitive instinct—the animal fear of 
a trap—a momentary fear of a plunge in the dark. 

Nonsense? Consider. Is not the whole object of ad- 
vertising, window displays, exterior signs, and even the 
door mat with its invitation “ walk in,” designed to over- 
come this timidity, to induce the public to enter your es- 
tablishment and give you their business? To assure them 
that they will not be trapped or “ stuck,” or “ skinned,” 
but will receive from you the best value and the best 
service that they can get anywhere? 


EFFECT OF COLOR OF FIXTURES ON LIGHT. 


For the same reason, the lighting of the store, the 
pharmacist who fits up a new store should pay particular 
attention to the color scheme adopted for the furniture 
and decorations. A badly lighted store may be trans- 
formed into a well lighted and cheerful looking place 
by a light color scheme, and a naturally well lighted store 
may be turned into a gloomy cave by dark fixtures and 
heavy decorations. 

In selecting decorations and fixtures, lightness, cheer- 
fulness and beauty should be aimed at. It is only pos- 
sible in the larger and more expensively fitted stores to 
have the color scheme and decoration designed by a pro- 
fessional interior decorator, but it is possible in the hum- 
blest pharmacy to give a light and cheerful interior effect 
by simply avoiding the use of dark colors in either the 
wood work or the walls or ceiling of the room. 

The artificial lighting of the room should be ample, 
even extravagant, for it is better to err on the side of 
extravagance than to have the store dimly lit at night. 
There are two things at least that the druggist should not 
attempt to economize on, light and ice. 

At the present day when you go to the store fixture 
man the first thing he will talk about and try to sell you 
will be mahogany fittings—or cherry finished to imitate 
mahogany. Mahogany is a very beautiful wood, it has 
a richness and beauty all its own, and on close inspection 
is massive, rich, and gives a store a very professional 
air; but it has this fault, it is too dark in color—in its 
general effect as a whole—to fit up a store with, as stores 
are ordinarily lighted. It takes a store with an extraor- 
dinary amount of window space, and exceptionally well 
lighted to stand it, without appearing heavy and gloomy. 
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If one passes along a street where there are many 
drug stores—a New York avenue, for instance—he will 
see this fact well illustrated. With few exceptions the 
stores that are fitted in dark colored woods—mahogany, 
antique oak, black walnut and the like—look dark and 
gloomy by day and dimly lit at night, while the stores 
that are fitted in light colors are well lighted by day and 
by night, the whole interior being visible from the street 
at all times. The lighter colors reflect and diffuse the 
light entering the store, while dark colors absorb and re- 
tain it. The artificial lighting of the store fitted in dark 
colors will cost more than if the store were fitted in light 
colors, for it will require a greater volume of light to 
properly illuminate the room, as well as requiring the 
lights to be lit at an earlier hour. 

One of the handsomest hard woods for store fixtures 
is white oak, with the grain filed with a colorless filler 
and the finishing done with a very transparent varnish. 
Among colors that combine harmoniously with it for wall 
decorations and the like are light tints of yellow-gray, 
old blue, silver, moss green. The colors to be avoided 
in combination with it are the various shades and modifi- 
cations of red; scarlet, crimson, maroon and browns. - The 
metal work used in conjunction with it should be silvered, 
not gilt. 

Wall papers are made in such unlimited variety of de- 
sign, coloring and texture that it is possible to follow any 
predetermined color or decorative effect with them. 


ENAMELED OR PAINTED FIXTURES. ‘ 


What are by far the finest and most effectively fitted 
stores are done in ivory white, or other light tints of 
enamel, with the ornamental parts of the fixtures picked 
out in gold or silver. The best and most expensive sort of 
this work is done over cherry cabinet work. The wood is 
given five or more coats of enamel and then rubbed d6wn 
like any fine cabinet work. This gives a hard, smooth, 
ivory-like surface that is very durable, and can be washed 
like glass. A cheaper finish is obtained by omitting the 
rubbing and leaving the enamel in its natural glossy sur- 
face. It is fully as durable as the rubbed finish, but lacks 
its rich, soft looking, smoothly polished surface. Where 
the work is not to be rubbed down it may be done over 
white wood, birch, maple, or any semi-hard wood. 

Still cheaper are painted pine fixtures, the wood re- 
ceiving two or three coats of white lead and then two 
coats of zinc white, the zinc being used for finishing, be- 
cause it does not turn dark as lead does. Lead must 
be used for the foundation coats, however, as zinc pos- 
sesses little body or covering power. 

In all cases where enamel or paint is used on fix- 
tures, at least three tints of the selected color must be 
used to produce an artistic effect. They should all be 
very light, the first just off the white, the second a shade 
darker and the third a shade darker still. The lightest 
tint goes on the panels, the medium tint on the body or 
“styles ” and the darker tint on the moldings and orna- 
ments. The high lights of all ornaments and some parts 
of the moldings are to be picked out with gold or silver. 

Gold goes best with light tints of cream, buff, light 
golden brown, or pink. Silver with light blues and light 
greens. “Gold with warm colors, silver with cold col- 
ors.” The gold used should be gold leaf for the higher 
grade fixtures. On the cheaper the so-called “ gold 
enamel ” may be used. It does not discolor like the ordi- 
nary gold paint. For silver, aluminum leaf, or “ alumi- 


num enamel” must be used, as silver leaf discolors— 
oxidizes—very quickly on exposure to the air. 
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GATHERED FORMULAS. 


(Continued from page 68.) 
Modern Perfume Formulas. 


Dr. Geo. C. DeLessing contributes to the mid-winter 
issue of the London Chemist and Druggist a note on the 
use of “concrete” essences in the manufacture of per- 
fumes. They contain no fat. From these essences wash- 
ings are prepared by crushing 6 drams of the essence 
in a large mortar, adding 1 drachm of alcohol and 
triturating to make a smooth paste, adding about a pint 
of alcohol, pouring off into a jar, and rinsing out the 
mortar until 128 ounces of alcohol have been used and 
poured into the jar. This is allowed to stand for 24 hours, 
and is filtered off, and known as the first washing. A sec- 
ond and a third washing is then made, which are used for 
later operations on new quantities of the essence. The 
following formulas are based on the use of the washings 
as outlined above: 


WHITE ROSE, 


Jasmin, conerete, washing No. 1............ Ibs. 2. 02. 5 
Violet, concrete, Washing No. 3............. Ibs. 2, 0z. 7 
Violet, concrete, washing No. 1.............. Ib. 1, oz. 2 
Oil of neroli (synthetical).......0......... 000000 gr. 10 
Oi! of patchouli or asarum canadense............ gr. 20 
(il Of PORE-WOTATIOM. 60.606 k cece cece escccce dr. % 
Esprit rose oil (1 per cent.).... 0.20... 0... ce ee ee Ib. 1% 
“SIMCUITS OF OFTIB TOOL? 6 6..o.c sic sok coc cae cece ccs 0z. 14 
All by weight. Mix all well, let stand for two or more 


hours, and then add 1 pound of rose or ordinary water in 
small quantities, shaking well after each addition. Let 
stand for 24 hours, and filter through linen and finely- 
powdered fullers’ earth. 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET. 


Orange, concrete, washing No. 3..............65. Ibs. 8 
RRMRMIMRNNINON Sa pico nso oh oh le seeipS.5 0 9 8. 0 9.8 oo hie 00 dN 0z. 3 9-16 
Oil of ylang-ylang (synthetical)............... *..gr. 80 
Oil of neroli (synthetical).......... 0.2 ccc ces ee ees gr. 27 
SOMITAL MORE Gt 12 DOT CONE.) 0. orcas sos cin cncwcsecess 0z. % 
SORONE AE DOT CONT) ois 6s o:o:6se ss ois0 hap a desea e oe seis gr. 43 


Mix well, and keep in stock as “ oil of heliotrope.” 
To make inexpensive heliotrope bouquet, take by 
weight : ‘ 


cp a 0z. 120 
Rose, concrete, washing No. 3.............0006. 0z. 100 
Rose or ordinary water............. ccc cee eeeees oz. 180 
Mix well. Let stand for 24 hours, and filter, using 


f:aely-powdered fullers’ earth. 


JOCKEY CLUB. 


Cassie, concrete, washing No. 1.................. lbs. 4 
Jasmin, concrete, washing No. 1.......... Ibs. 10, oz. 10 
Tuberose, concrete, washing No. 1.......... Ibs. 9, oz. 9 
Tincture of ambergris (1 per cent.).......... Ibs. 9, 02. 9 
Tincture of civet (1 per cent.)............... Ibs. 9, 0z. 7 
Esprit musk baur (1 per cent.)................0405 oz. 12 
TIRCURTS OF -OFTIGTOOUS 2.00. cccctcesessececse oz. 60 
Tincture of Peru balsam...........c.cccccecscces 0z. 3 
aN URED WN IDES 5 5 <6 5.5.00 a se.ny 0:6 wie o's essa oe 6 wes 408 Shee 0z. 6 
Hisprit rose O11 (1 in G4)... ccc ces ccee es soece Ibs. 10 
Hsprit vanilin (1 im 64)...2.....c..ccccerseencs Ibs. 1% 
NOUR MREMRNTNN 15.5.5 09 5b, at 40 nis 64 0 0-00 G-0 oie Kes me wee oz. 11 
EON IRN soso iii 5505s. 46s 2800 ab 9.80 na.g'toe Ui was ees 0z. % 
Oil of lavender (French). .......... 2.2.0 c cece ewes 0z. 1 
Oil of neroli (synthetical)...................0. 0z. 11-16 
SiR aD ENN MN ac gS lg ta roi 96.8.8 id in eso 20 8 Ga, oA Ga 0z. 1% 

Isprit heliotropol (1 in 16)..................000. 0z. 44% 
Orange, concrete, washing, No. 3.............. Ibs. 20 
MOS, OF OLGMALY WHET... 5 6. b ec rec ce veces Ibs. 2 


Keep this mixture for some days, shaking occasional- 
‘ly. Label “ oil of Jockey Club.” 
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To make inexpensive jockey club bouquet take : 

ETE VOGIOR OID G c.ovie.6 c.c.0 600.0 008s 68 0:60 stein enon Ibs. 2%4 
Cassie, concrete, washing No. 3..........00.e008 Ibs. 3%4 
ROSC OF OFGINALy WATER oa oii: 6c! e 06 ce tees eee ce wees Ibs. 2 

VIOLET BOUQUET. 

Jasmin, concrete, washing No. 3............0006. Ibs. 3 
Esprit orris oil, concrete (1 per cent.)........... 0z. 121% 
sprit musk baur (1 per cent.)..........-+.008- 0z. Ti 
MATE ENO ie 50 5.00/01 s:619's, 6 aed,06e 6 0 die oan sepeces gr. 8 
TE A IOs 56's. 60:0 5 e's '0:0.0 0,000 0 60 lane sie ates 40'S gr. 8 
TN MROIEI  o ioiascal ocrase ene aca pacd o eceardiO ch etinegine waae gr. 12 
Rose OF OFGINATY Water... .. isos cies cacsedscsceeed oz. 49 


Mix well, and after two or three days filter through 
finely powdered fullers’ earth. 


WHITE LILAC, 


Rose, concrete, washing No. 8..............006- Ibs. 10 
Tuberose, concrete, washing No. 3.............. Ibs. 10 
Lily of the Valley, concrete, washing No. 3......Ibs. 10 
Orange, concrete, washing No. 3...............- Ibs. 10 
Jasmin, concrete, washing No. 3............++005 Ibs. 4 
Oil muguet (Dessire).......... 00. e ee eee ee ee oz. 1 15-16 
OM OF TOSE-GOPADIUI) «..-.o:cc.c cic ces ccc eccceccescens gr. 34 
Oil rosezone (artificial rose oil).........-..--+66- gr. 128 
Esprit cedar-leaves oil (1 in 64)............-.44.. oz. 1% 
Esprit musk baur (1 per Cent.)......... eee ee eens gr. 64 


Mix, and after three days filter. 


APPLE-BLOOM BOUQUET. 


Oil of ylang-ylang (synthetical).............-.206+ oz. 1 
EGGERS i555 sore ioi6 eeicie 0.90 SA aon Cs o66 e604 eee oz. 8 
Mix well, and keep in stock for some time. Label 
* oil of apple-bloom.” 

To make an inexpensive bouquet take: 

Violet, concrete, washing No. 3........-...0++00> oz. 79 
TY GE CPD oo. 50:60 Wen 6584s ees Wc cee weic ad 0z. 2 
TARCUULS OF CLOVES. 6 cece tec eec secs secedessee oz. 2 
Esprit musk baur (1 per Cent.)......... eee ee eees oz. 4 
Reape i ss casts Aaah Wale ele bate keels we ral eee oz. 41 


The above directions are given for the preparation of 
cheaper articles, but so-called oils can be used in greater 
quantity than suggested, to produce a suitable article. 

I consider it is necessary to give explanation about 
such articles as heliotropol and rozezone (artificial rose 
oil). They are prepared in Switzerland, and of specially 
good quality. Rozezone gives a beautiful effect in mix- 
tures as a producer of natural rose petal odor. 





AROMATIC BATH TINCTURE. 


"Pineture- OF CHIQINUS, 2. on occ cc cc cece ccerscecs Ce. 250 
Spiritiol: CHVMEs .'54. 06.55 ocascc ee ee cemes sewage Ce. 100 
Spirit of lavender... ............ cece ceececcceee Ce. 50 
PIOMMAN SG HEC. DAIGADT 06 ccc cressceeecsecacess 100 
This quantity is sufficient for a full bath. , 
AROMATIC PLASTER (Stomach Plaster). 
Parts. 
NII NER 0 gs. clo ais ala Pelee 4-6-4 hus.c claps gwlees On Od ae wer 34 
SURURUR tetas. 4 eile crntesolse se thaleieisjics 0-0 chee d alae wus wae ue 25 
PUTO UC isices 656 ss asics 4 ¢ os:t occ dees So tees te ees 90 
Olibanum powdered... ......ccccccrccvvcccccccces 16 
Benzoin powdered. ........cccccccccccrccccccceces 8 
PO EINGI, oa 6 66 bgs os ais baile sie@ bade cececeecee sae 6 
Cll OF PGPDCENMNE,: 6.60 occas sete esta cnsetesecee 1 
PE I Oe te FWRI ee Te Ce See 1 


AROMATIC COTTON (Rheumatic Cotton Wool). 


Parts. 
NUNN ope i lo isin Fw 0d AK Fa Rees 6 oe em 500 
Co Pare re eer Cece rary er rere ee 5 
OU OF BING NECUICS oi6:0 0.5 6.06 5.00 8% cee Paveveeeegeuecns 5 
OE aod oasaiee 4s ep aclddine dich emecne sine ts 5 
CI Ge VOM 8 6c ie aivecces ses eb ca eded ee danas 80 
MICOS), GS DOE COM oes 55 c keke cc Begs sd binww ue sieees 90 


Dissolve the camphor in the alcohol, add to the mixed 
oils, and impregnate the cotton by means of an atomizer. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





Pharmaceutical Review, February. 


Blindness and Death from Drinking Essences Pre- 
pared with Wood Alcohol. By Herbert Harlan.—In 
this paper, which was read at the semiannua! meeting of 
the Maryland Medical and Chirurgical Faculty, the au- 
thor cites a number of cases of blindness and death from 
drinking culinary and medicinal essences prepared with 
methyl alcohol. The first case on record of poisoning 
from wood alcohol was noticed in /’Année Medicale for 
June, 1877. In this case, reported by M. Viger, an hour 
after drinking there came on intense headache, vomiting, 
profuse sweating, dilatation of pupils and delirium. 
Next day the delirium was gone, but there was complete 
blindness. After a week sight began to return, and at 
the end of six weeks the patient could see to get about. 
Subsequently he became entirely blind. The symptoms 
described by Viger resemble those produced by the drink- 
ing of peppermint and ginger prepared from wood al- 
cohol. Dr. Harlan himself reports a case admitted to the 
Presbyterian Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital, of Baltimore. 
The patient, a male, aged 28, had, on election day, drank 
seven bottles of Jamaica ginger, and was made drunk by 
it. He was, however, able to walk home in the evening, 
a distance of two miles. The family state that he drank 
seven more bottles and then went to bed. He was very 
sick, and knew nothing till three days later, when he 
woke, to find that he was almost blind, but could see to 
get about. Opthalmoscopic examination disclosed optic 
nerve atrophy. He was discharged from the hospital, 
but little improved, and later became entirely blind. The 
ginger essence was made by a well-known wholesale drug 
house of Baltimore. A number of similar cases are re- 
ported in which partial or complete loss of eyesight fol- 
lowed the drinking of essence of cinnamon, peppermint 
lemon or ginger, presumably made with methyl alcohol. 


Examination of “ Essence of Jamaica Ginger” that 


Caused Blindness. By H. P. Hynson and H. A. Brown 
Dunning.—The examination of several specimens of es- 
sences was undertaken with a view of proving: first the 
absence of sufficient ethylic alcohol, in the liquids taken 
by the unfortunates in the cases cited in the previous 
paper by Dr. Harlan; secondly, that other products and 
ingredients than those authorized by the Pharmacopeeia 
were used in their manufacture; thirdly, that one of the 
constituents is wood or methylic alcohol. As a prelimi- 
nary two distillates were prepared ; one from the U. S. P. 
tincture and one from an equal quantity of the suspected 
‘ essence.” The respective residues attracted attention, 
that from the suspected article giving indications of the 
presence of capsicum. The distillate of the suspected 
“essence” was found to have a fixed boiligg point of 65 
degrees. By repeated experiments the euthors found 
that a mixture representing 75 per cent. of wood alcohol 
and 25 per cent. of ethylic alcohol very nearly resembles 
the first “essence” distillate. By treating respectively 
1 Cc. of ethylic alcohol, the distillate from official tincture 
of ginger; a mixture of 75 per cent. wood alcohol and 25 
per cent. ethylic alcohol, and the product obtained by frac- 
tional distillation from the “ essence,” with sodium car- 
bonate, water and iodine, as in the process for the manu- 
facture of iodoform, results were secured which seemed 
conclusive. Equal quantities of iodoform (0.1) were 
found in the ethylic alcohol and the distillate from the U. 
S. P. product ; equal quantities of iodoform (0.023) were 


also found in the mixture of 75 per cent. methylic and 25 
per cent. ethylic; and the distillate from the “ essence,” 
about one-fourth as much as found in the first series. No 
iodoform at all was formed in either the methylic alcohol 
or the final product of fractionation. As regards the re- 
spective boiling points experiments with similar speci- 
mens gave the following results: Ethylic alcohol boils 
steadily at 78 degrees, U. S. P. distillate boils steadily 
at 78 degrees. Mixture, methylic alcohol 75 per cent. 
and ethylic alcohol 25 per cent. boils at 68-69, and runs 
up to 70-71 degrees. Methylic alcohol boils stéadily at 
65 degrees, and since the final fractionation of the sus- 
pected “ essence ”’ boils steadily at the same temperature, 
it shows conclusively, in the author’s opinion, the alco- 
holic constitution of the “essence ”’ under consideration 
to be about 75 per cent. of methylic and 25 per cent. of 
ethylic alcohol. The authors conclude, since tincture of 
ginger made with ethylic alcohol has never produced the 
toxic and sight destroying effects described by Dr. Har- 
lan, that methylic alcohol is entirely unfit for internal 
administration, a conclusion with which we are not in 
accord. As the editor of the Review points out “ pure 
methyl alcohol is one thing, and commercial wood alcoho! 
may be quite another.” 


Paraffin as a Substitute for Ether in the Preparation 
of Extract of Nux Vomica, U.S. P. By Ferd. A. Sieker. 
—The author has had good results with the use of paraf- 
fin instead of ether for the separation of the oily thatter 
in nux vomica in the process of manufacturing the ex- 
tract. He prefers it to ether on acocunt of its cheap- 
ness, its non-inflammable character and the ease with 
which it may be separated after congealing. It sep- 
arates practically everything that ether separates, and in 
addition an insoluble brown substance that ether does 
not separate. The process employed by the author is as 
follows: 

One thousand parts of ground drug were practically 
exhausted by percolation with the U. S. P. menstruum 
for extract of nux vomica, the alcohol was recovered by 
distillation: and the residue diluted with water to 550 
parts. Forty parts of paraffin were added and the mix- 
ture heated to 70 or 80 degrees C. and briskly stirred for 
one-half hour. It was then set aside for 24 hours in a 
place where it cooled slowly, so that the paraffin had a 
chance to rise to the top before congealing. The con- 
gealed paraffin, and what it carried with it, was separated 
and the aqueous liquid was then treated in the same man- 
ner with 30 parts of paraffin. The paraffin, etc., that was 
separated was warmed and stirred with 60 parts of water 
acidulated with acetic acid, and then set aside to cool, 
when the liquid was separated and added to the more con- 
centrated solution of extract. The mixed solutions were 
strained through a closely woven but comparatively thin 
muslin. Filtering through paper was found to be too 
slow for practical purposes. The strained aqueous solu- 
tion was evaporated to the consistency of a solid extract 
and then dried at 65 degrees C. until it was brittle while 
still warm. 

A quantity of this extract, representing 19 Gm. of 
ground nux vomica, was transferred to a separatory fun- 
nel, dissolved in water acidulated with sulphuric acid 
and shaken with benzin and later with ether. 

The berizin removed 0.0065 Gm. or 0.034 of I per 
cent. of a solid substance, which did not impart a greasy 
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stain to paper event after warming. The ether removed 
0.0360 Gm., or 0.19 of 1 per cent. of a dark, solid sub- 
stance, which was soluble in alcohol and in 75 per cent. 
alcohol, but not perfectly soluble in 50 per cent. alcohol. 

There was no loss of alkaloid. The appearance and 
keeping qualities of the powdered extract before and 
after dilution with dried sugar of milk were entirely satis- 
factory. 


The Measurement of Tints and Shades of Colors. 
By Oswald Schreiner.—The author describes a new in- 
strument for accurately measuring the depth of color in 
liquids and solids in degrees, the invention of J. W. Lori- 
bond, and called the Tintometer (the instrument is on 
exhibition at Eimer & Amend’s wholesale drug house at 
Eighteenth street and Third avenue, New York). The 
essential part of the instrument, which consists of a double 
parallel sided, wooden tube, ending in an eye piece at one 
end and in equal apertures for viewing the color to be 
measured, are the colored glasses numbered according 
to their depth of color, and used as standards of color. 
Only three colors are required for ordinary work, the 
red, yellow and blue. Each of these scales consists of 
slips of glass, all of the same color, but differing in depth, 
these differences being perfectly regular, forming de- 
grees or units, as in the cases of the degrees on a ther- 
mometer scale, or of inches on a foot-rule. The instru- 
ment is set up facing the light. It is adjusted so that 
equal quantities of light pass up each tube. The colored 
light from the object to be measured is transmitted 
through one tube and the light from a standard white 
through the other; this standard white light is then in- 
tercepted by the graded color glasses until it corresponds 
in color with the object to be measured, when the numer- 
ical color value of the glasses used can be read off. The 
author illustrates the principle of the tintometer by a few 
examples. Thus aI per cent. solution of cobalt sulphate, 
when measured in a cell one inch in thickness, gave the 
following result: Standard glasses used to match the 
color of the solution gauged 3.7 red; 0.46 yellow, 0.7 
blue. Since the three standard glasses superimposed 
absorb all light—i. e., produce black, the smallest of the 
three glasses, if all three are used, must be recorded as 
black. Of the remaining color units used the red and 
the yellow, after subtracting the neutral tint, yellow pro- 
duces with the red, orange, and hence must be recorded 
as such. The visual composition is therefore; black, 
0.07; orange, 0.39; red, 3.24. The tintometer is, Mr. 
Schreiner says, being used in the chemical and other in- 
dustries. Chemists and metallurgists have used it for 
measuring the color of metals, either cold, molten in fur- 
naces, or heated for tempering; for estimating the per- 
centage of carbon in steel and the percentage of sulphur 
in steel, iron, copper, ores, etc.; in water analysis, for 
finding the degree of color and turbidity in potable and 
other waters and estimating the color and turbidity of 
impure water; the quantitative estimation of sulphide of 
lead, copper, etc.; in Nessler’s ammonia test, etc. 


The Examination of Oil of Peppermint for Menthol. 
By Ferd. A. Sieker—The U. S. P. requirements for a 
pure undementholized oil of peppermint prescribe that a 
portion of the oil contained in a test tube and placed in 
a freezing mixture of snow and salt for fifteen minutes 
should become cloudy and thick and form, after the addi- 
tion of a few crystals of menthol, a crystalline mass. Mr. 
Sieker says the method is not always carried out prop- 
erly, a sufficiently low temperature not always being ob- 
tained, and suggests the insertion in the next revision of 
the United States Pharmacopceia the temperature at 
which the oil should congeal. Where operators use a 
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thermometer it is frequently inserted into the freezing 
mixture instead of into the oil. The author found no 
difficulty in chilling the oil to—18 to—z2o degrees C. 

History of the Art of Distillation and of Distilling 
A pparatus.—This is a continued article adapted and sup- 
plemented from Hoffmann and Gildmeister’s “‘ The Vola- 
tile Oils,” by Oswald Schreiner. 


Merck’s Report, February, 


The Eye; Its Use and Care. By Albert Schneider, 
M.D., Ph.D.—In this paper the author describes the 
function of the eve, touching briefly upon the physiology 
and physics of the organ of sight. For purposes of illus- 
tration he compares the eye with a photographic camera, 
which consists of a box blackened on the inside, with 
an opening in the middle of one side, which may or may 
not be occupied by a convex lens. Focal points of ex- 
ternal objects are refracted by the lens and an inverted 
image is formed on the blackened wall opposite the open- 
ing. The inverted and reduced image of external ob- 
jects are projected upon the retina of the human eye in 
the same way by the several refractive media contained 
in the organ—as the cornea, vitreous humor, crystalline 
lens and aqueous humor. The crystalline lens is to the 
eye as the lens or lenses to the camera of the photog- 
rapher ; the iris is compared with the diaphragm ; accom- 
modation with focussing; and the retina with the sensi- 
tive plate. To maintain the analogy between the photo- 
graphic camera and the eye the air within the camera is 
compared with the aqueous and vitreous humors of the 
eye. The inverted image formed upon the retina has 
been the source of much discussion by physicists and 
physiologists. The principal trouble has been that the 
brain was considered as something behind the eve look- 
ing at the inverted image upon the retina. The brain is 


simply conscious of certain stimuli emanating from the 
retina, due to the images formed, and does not behold 


the image itself. Accommodation or the adaptation of 
sight to different distances differs with individuals. The 
principal changes to bring about accommodation take 
place in the crystalline lens. The distance of most dis- 
tinct vision is usually ten or twelve inches for the normal 
eye. Persons with considerable width between the eyes 
obtain a better perspective than those who have the eyes 
closer together. Good judges of form, as artists, anat- 
omists, etc., must have normai vision, with the eyes well 
separated. Aberration and the various optical phenomena 
are noticed and explained. (Continued.) 


The Solanacee, or Night Shade Family. By F. H. 
Knowlton, Ph.D. (Continued.)—The jimson weed 
(Datura stramonium) is figured and described, and its 
uses in medicine touched upon. Stramonium is ranked 
among the thirty most poisonous plants of the United 
States. | Cayenne pepper belongs to the family of So- 
lanacee and line drawings of the two commoner spices— 
capsicum annum and capsicum frutescens—accompany 
the article. Hyoscamus niger, another member of the 
Solanacez, is described, and the fruit is pictured in line 
drawing. The author also mentions some of the wild 
plants of the Solanacez, including the black night shade 
(Solanum nigrum), the bitter sweet (Solanum dul- 
camara) and the wild potato (Solanum trifolium). 


An Analytical Scheme for the Microscopical Exami- 
nation of Powdered Drugs. By Burt E. Nelson.—In 
this installment of a series of articles the author describes 
the microscopic characteristics of quillaja, cinnamon, elm, 
cusparia and xanthoxylum. 


The Official Sodium Salts and Preparations. By 
Gustav Bachman, Ph.G., and Prof. Fred. J. Wulling.— 
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A tabular arrangement of the salts and preparations of 
sodium for the use of students. In one column is given 
the official name of the salt, and in the other, parallel 
columns are described Preparation and Equations, De- 
scription and Properties, Tests of Identity, Impurities and 
Tests, Quantitative Tests, Medical Properties and Doses. 
(Continued. ) 


Medicinal Plant Names. By F. Ransom.—A con- 
tinued article reprinted from the London Pharmaceutical 
Journal. 

The Druggists’ Circular, February. 


Polygala Senega and Polygala Alba. By Prof. L. 
E. Sayre-—The market supply of senega root is mostly 
derived from the plant polygala senega L. or a variety 
of this plant, latifolia. The cicatrix-like elevation, known 
as the keel, is not so common in the Northern variety of 
true senega as in the Southern. The proportion of keel- 
less root to the keeled is not constant, and this character- 
istic cannot be regarded as a diagnostic feature. The fact 
that true senega is occasionally contaminated with false 
senega root prompted an investigation by the late Prof. 
John M. Maisch, the results of which are given in the 
American Journal of Pharmacy for 1889. In one article, 
“ Kansas Polygala,” is named as the adulterant, and this 
was identified as polygala alba. Both polygala senega 
and polygala alba are found on Kansas soil. They both 
produce white flowers, and both yield a milky saponaceous 
juice. The leaves of the two plants are slightly differ- 
ent. In the alba they are linear to oblanciolate, margins 
slightly revolute; in the senega the leaves are lanceolate 
to oblong lanceolate, margin rough. Professor Sayre 
says that, although neither of the species named are found 
in sufficient quantity to make it commercially attractive 
either to the corn and wheat grower or the herb gatherer 
to collect, he is not prepared to say that polygala alba 
is not collected somewhere and used as an adulterant of 
true senega. The microscopic differences between the 
two roots are not especially marked. In comparing the 
unkeeled senega with polygala alba a difference is notice- 
able in the knotty crown. The senega is mostly devoid 
of stem remnants, while in the alba these are commonly 
present. The taste of the polygala alba is quite distinctly 
aromatic, due to the methyl salicylate. The Pharma- 
copeeial descriptions of the true senega are faulty in that 
they refer to the “ keeled ” as an essential diagnostic fea- 
ture. The B. P. modifies the description by the state- 
ment, “ A section exhibits a horny, translucent cortex, 
free from starch grains and white, frequently irregularly 
developed, wood.” 

Professor Sayre suggests that the Pharmacopceial 
description be revised, to make it appear that about two- 
thirds of the root is keeled by the irregular development 
of the xylem and phloem. 


Practical Sug gestions.—Joseph F. Hostelley describes 
a convenient tool for shaping glass tubes under the heat 
of a Bunsen flame, and suggests methods of preventing 
the formation of rust on metal cork borers. 

A Scheme for the Identification of Iron Scale Com- 
pounds. By Joseph L. Mayer, Phar. D.—Realizing that 
the various methods for the identification of iron scale 
compounds are complicated and unsatisfactory for use 
by pharmaceutical students, the author proposes a scheme 
embracing a series of steps. Step I, for example, pro- 
vides for the application of heat to the salt under exam- 
ination. Citrates and tartrates are indicated by the odor, 
‘their presence being confirmed by Step IV. Step II dis- 
tinguishes between ferric and ferrous iron. A small quan- 
tity of the substance being dissolved in water, acidulated 
with hydrochloric acid and divided into two parts, test 


AND 
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solution of potassium ferrocyanide is applied to one of 
the portions; a blue precipitate indicates ferric iron; the 
production of a blue precipitate following upon the addi- 
tion of a solution of potassium ferrocyanide to one of the 
parts, indicates ferrous iron. In Step III the presence 
of ammonia is detected by boiling 2 Gms. of the original 
substance in 20 Cc. of 10 per cent. solution of potassium 
hydroxide—an odor of ammonia is given off. The na- 
ture of the salt is determined in Step IV. The filtered 
solution prepared in Step III is divided into three por- 
tions of 2.5, 2.5 and 5 Cc., respectively. (a) Slightly 
acidulate one of the smaller portions with acetic acid 
and add test solution of calcium chloride: a precipitate 
occurs; the salt is probably a pyrophosphate. Confirm 
by (c). Filter and boil the filtrate (or the clear solu- 
tion if no precipitation has occurred) : A white crystal- 
line precipitate appearing after a few minutes indicates 
acitrate. (b) Slightly acidulate the second smaller por- 
tion with acetic acid and add an equal amount of alcohol : 
A white crystalline precipitate occurring after a few min- 
utes indicates a tartrate. (c) To the remaining portion 
(of 5 Cc.) add 5 Cc. of a Io per cent. solution of am- 
monium chloride, and then add, a few drops at a time, 
1.5 Cc. of a 10 per cent. solution of ammonium chloride, 
and then add, a few drops at a time, 1.5 Cc. of a 10 per 
cent. solution of magnesium sulphate, agitating after each 
addition: A white crystalline precipitate indicates a phos- 
phate. Confirmatory tests follow. To the filtrate from 
the precipitate obtained by the addition of ammonium 
chloride and magnesium sulphate to (c), or the clear 
liquid if no precipitate was produced, add a little acetic 
acid and heat to boiling: A white flocculent precipitate 
indicates a pyrophosphate. 

The detection and identification of alkaloids are pro- 
vided for in Step V. The various steps in the process are 
clearly described, and appear easy of operation. 


Professor Lloyd’s Hydrastine Morphine Color Reac- 
tion.—Under the caption “ A Novel Arraignment of Ex- 
pert Testimony,” Seward W. Williams writes very 
entertainingly and instructively of the attack on expert 
chemical testimony contained in Professor Lloyd’s novel, 
“ Stringtown on the Pike,” and incidentally takes to task 
the editor of the Western Druggist for his attack upon 
chemical experts based upon the statements made in the 
novel in question. Mr. Williams casts doubt upon the 
accuracy of Professor Lloyds’s observation with regard 
to the similarity of the reaction obtained with a mixture 
of morphine and hydrastine, as compared with strychnine, 
after the application of the chrome-sulphuric acid test. 
The mixture of morphine and hydrastine does not, ac- 
cording to Mr. Williams, give the same brilliant color 
reaction of strychnine. The purple color produced by 
the mixture of the two alkaloids, which so closely re- 
sembles the initial color of the strychnine reaction is, in- 
deed, a remarkable and interesting discovery, but the re- 
sults are easily differentiated. However, Mr. Williams’ 
advice is not to spoil a good story by taking it too 
seriously. 


Treatment of Simple Cases of Grip.—‘ A Hospital 
Physician” describes the premonitory symptom of grip, 
and suggests appropriate treatment. In the prodromal 
stage the treatment is digestive. The bowels should be 
moved by castor oil or calomel. The first named is to 
be preferred, on account of its quickness of action. For 
the pain quinine gr. ii. to v. every three or four hours, is 
given; or better, salol gr. v. phenacetine gr. iiss. For 
the “ cold” at its onset the following is recommended: 


Oe INE 3 55 sae ease kata che 668 <a0d ae keaee m. 1xxx 
EE EET 655.9555 own 6 a)e oy 0% * 0.0's 4450's 500.0 Siiss 
ee, en; MEO, Ge B)-ON G5 o55 SSS kno ds ve eee ct Sil 
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M. Sig. %i every two hours. 

If the temperature is over 99.5 degrees the patient 
should remain in bed and receive 
BR RCTS ELON ay 5.05) 5625 6c oe Sei nese gs oe de! 8 ae he iecelw-eis 5i. 

TAG. BMMON. ACSA. .G. 8. ADs o.oo cic cscs cccvvcwseve 3iv 

M. Sig. 3ss. every three hours till perspiration is in- 
duced. 

After the pain and fever are gone, even if the “ cold ” 
remains, a bitter tonic should be given; a good one being 
By EACLE, RUCIA: VOR. oo on oio is wceie ec eo sa sice ce sngsicss dii 

Tinct. cinchon. C0., q. S. AG... 2... eee ee cece ee ee eee 3iii 

M. Sig. 5i. t.i.d. in a little water before meals. 

As a useful cathartic to be taken during the course of 
the malady, the following is recommended : 


BB OAD NEI S556. 550 dis gery ia ola relenesin eos Wiis 0 4 4s 3Ss 
OS SS SS rr ce ee eee gr. Xv. 
OS WEINMANN S575 615555 a's 9 Baca! os eieijeia da 54:6 9a) ae ois gr. ii 
CUP GGUS. 1 CC Ca eae gr. viiss. 


Ext. taraxaci 


M. Ft. Mass. in capsules No. xv. div. 
Sig. No. i t.i.d. before meals, reducing or increasing 
the number p.r.n. 


Pharmaceutical Era, February 7, and 34. 


The Little Things that Affect Credit. By George G. 
Ford.—The objectionable business practices that under- 
mine credit—practices of omission as well as commis- 
sion—are touched upon briefly but sufficiently. Among 
the former is the failure to keep books of accounts. The 
man who is known to keep books of accounts, not neces- 
sarily an elaborate set of books, but something from 
which he or others may obtain a correct and intelligent 
idea of the condition of the business, must command more 
confidence than his neighboring tradesman who does not 
keep books. Careful bookkeeping cultivates system and 
accuracy, both invaluable accomplishments in a business 
man. Confidence in his ability to pay his debts will also 
be affected by the manner in which he trusts out his mer- 
chandise and collects his debts. It must be remembered 
that a certain class of accounts is not as good an asset 
as merchandise, and that the proportion existing between 
the merchant’s stock on hand and the amount standing 
out will have much to do in determining his desirability 
as a credit risk. Frequent inventories are desirable. A 
carefully taken inventory acquaints the owner with his 
stock in trade, and helps him to determine what goods 
are undesirable and should be sold. Overbuying has 
been the first step toward bankruptcy in a great many in- 
stances. Insurance is an extremely important matter. 
A proportionate amount of insurance to stock in trade 
is an evidence of prudence. 
ments of the condition of their affairs, a refusal to do so 
is construed as a desire to conceal existing conditions, and 
the inference can only be that those conditions are not 
favorable to the obtaining of credit. A merchant’s posi- 
tion in regard to this question makes or mars his credit 
in a high degree. Of the practices which the author con- 
siders unfair or unjust, these are mentioned: Making 
unjust claims, returning goods, taking excessive dis- 
counts, refusal to pay interest, countermanding orders 
after goods are made, etc. The habitual practice of these 
things will not only gain for the merchant an unenviable 
reputation as a man, but will positively impair his credit, 
and just in proportion to the extent that he is found com- 
mitting these little acts of trade piracy. 


Medicines of the Mic-Mac Tribe. By Edmund F. L. 
Jenner.—A discursive article on the medical lore of the 
Indians of Nova Scotia. A list of diseases is given, ac- 
companied by the remedies prescribed by the medicine 
men of the tribe. The author mentions it as noteworthy 





In regard to signed state- - 
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that for one Indian, who allows himself to be treated by 
a “doctor” of his own race, twenty will go to the Gov- 
ernment doctor. There are white people who are foolish 
enough to discard regular treatment for advice from 
squaws and Indians, and if the “noble red man” can 
earn a dollar by prescribing wild cat for rheumatism, or 
oak bark for diarrhoea, he is not much lower in the scale 
of morality than the Christian Scientist, who charges five 
dollars a visit and doesn’t even throw in the wild cat fat 
or the oak bark. 


Australian Economic Botany. By John Plummer.— 
The practical value of economical botany is not fully ap- 
preciated by the Australian Government, according to 
this writer, who cites the testimony of R. T. Baker, 
F.L.S., curator and economical botanist of the Sydney 
Technological Museum, who appeared as a witness before 
a Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the condi- 
tion of the Western lands of the State. Eucalyptus oil 
of the highest quality, fully equal to the best in the mar- 
ket, is now produced in the eastern portion of New South 
Wales. Out of trees and shrubs in the eastern portion 
of the State, Mr. Baker, with the assistance of his staff, 
has extracted camphor, perfumes, dyes and the oils of 
peppermint and cajuput. 


What is Wine? Reprint of a portion of a paper in 
Bonfort’s Wine and Spirit Circular, in which are de- 
scribed the changes that take place in the transformation 
of grape juice into wine. 

Cause of Transparency for Heat and Actinic Rays. 
A speculative paper from the Scientific American on the 
questions, Is carbon in organic compounds the cause of 
their transparency for heat rays? and, Is oxygen the 
cause of transparency for chemical or actinic rays? The 
author appears to decide the questions in the affirmative. 


Rubber: Its Origin and Sources. By George T. 
Branch.—A reprint from the London Pharmaceutical 
Journal, abstracted elsewhere. 


Pharmaceutical Journal, February 2. 


Further Note on Monsonia Ovata and Bulbine 
Alooides.—Calling attention to a new work on “ A Con- 
tribution to South African Materia Medica,” by Andrew 
Smith, of St. Cyrus, M. A., Dr. Gordon Sharp notes that 
Mr. Smith gives the Hottentot name of Monsonia Ovata 
as Neeta or Geita (not Keita as Pappe says), and the 
Kaffir name as i-Gqita. It is reputed to possess anti- 
dysenteric properties, and is used for colds and inflamma- 
tions. Bulbine Alodides and B. Latifolia (Red Root) 
are both called root wortel in Dutch and in-Geelwane in 
Kaffir. The tubers are employed in rheumatism after the 
fever is gone. It is described as producing depression, 
like salicin. (It may thus contain a substance of the na- 
ture of proto-catechuic acid.) 

The Development of Scientific Ideas as Applied to 
Fermentation Industries. By Wm. A. Bone, D.Sc., Ph.D., 
and H. C. Harold Carpenter, M.A., Ph.D. (Part I.)—A 
continued article reviewing the nature and classification 
of the ferments, and giving an historical account of the 
scientific investigation of fermentation. (Continued.) 

Company Pharmacy. By Clement Fielding—The 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britian, having agreed 
to recognize to a limited extent the limited liability com- 
panies or corporations operating pharmacies in England 
and Scotland, protests are being sent up from all quar- 
ters. The subject of the recognition of these companies 
or corporations, which operate, as a rule, a large number 
of branch stores, forming what would, in the United 
States, be termed “drug trusts,” is at present a real 
questio vexata in England and Scotland. Mr. Fielding 
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expresses himself in no uncertain terms regarding the 
proposition to recognize limited liability companies. The 
new pharmacy bill providing for this is, he says, obnox- 
ious, and the proposition its-lf cowardly. He expresses 
the hope that the numerous associations of the country 
will not only decline to give it support, but will take the 
opportunity to at once demand that the Council of the 
Pharmaceutical Society should approach Parliament and 
ask that the trading of chemists (pharmacists), so far as 
concerns the compounding of medicines and the sale of 
poisons, should be conducted and the profits received only 
by those who have qualified for that work. 


Standardized Preparations. By Thomas Maben, 
Ph.C., F.C.S.—A paper read before the Glasgow Chem- 
ists’ and Druggists’ Assistants’ and Apprentices’ Associa- 
tion, Wednesday, January 23, 1901, in which the author 
traces the advances of the nineteenth century in our 
knowledge of the processes for determining and main- 
taining definite galenical standards. He cites the prose- 
cution of a Jersey City pharmacist by the New Jersey 
State Dairy Commissioner in 1891 for selling tincture of 
nux vomica, which was found to be deficient in the amount 
of extractive required by the U. S. Pharmacopeeia then 
official—2 per cent. and records how in the next issue of 
the U. S. Pharmacopoeia in 1894 the requirement was 
changed to 0.3 per cent. of total alkaloids, and the 2 per 
cent. extractive idea was relegated to the limbo of ex- 
ploded and forgotten ideas. Mr. Maben is convinced that 
the argument that pharmacy is advancing too fast for 
medicine is not warranted by the facts. Progress, as far 
as the history of official standards was concerned, had 
been slow, but caution in the matter of adopting pharma- 
copeeial requirements and assay processes was advisable, 
in view of the fact that they might be made the basis of 
legal proceedings by public analysts. (Continued.) 


Chemist and Druggist, February 2. 


Note on Pulvis Algarothi. By F. H. Alcock.—When 
solution of antimony chloride is added to cold distilled 
water a white microcrystalline precipitate appears, which 
falls slowly. If the vessel be laid aside for a few weeks 
it will be found that the color of the precipitate will have 
changed to a reddish brown, and the crystals will have 
become large and flaky, in some instances their size be- 
ing quite one-quarter inch wide. This will explain why 
many precipitates are more easily collected, washed, and 
dried after they have been allowed to stand for some 
days, and also why creta precipitata varies so much in 
its micro-character and “ grittiness.” 


Chilblain Remedies are discussed by the editors, and 
it is noted that calcium chloride given internally in doses 
of 10 to 20 grains is the most modern remedy. As to 
external remedies, soothing applications consist of mix- 
tures of liniment of belladonna, soap liniment and chloro- 
form, in the proportion of 1 ounce of lin. belladonna and 
¥%Z ounce chloroform to 2% ounces of soap liniment. 
Astringent remedies are often successful, a 25 per cent. 
solution of tannin in alcohol being used. The applica- 
tion of a mixture of ichthyol ointment (30 per cent), and 
naphthol liniment (10 per cent. in a mixture of equal 
parts of alcohol and olive oil), has been recommended. 
The editors state that Mr. Bailey, of Margate, mentions 
in his Pharmacopeeia the following as a specific: 


Capsicum in coarse powder.................06. oz. 1 
SE NINES i 590 wv kon5b bs oe ois Oso oe. ne wee oz. 20 
Sn NN 5 chs. obs ss Sawlenwe esos ean cwee oe 3 
ee eee eres: oz. 3 


Apply with a camel 


Digest for three days.and strain. 
hair brush once or twice daily. 
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In the case of broken chilblains, a healing and stimu- 
lating ointment is indicated. The following is good: 


WEG OUTIERINE S65 5)5.5 0 ps cs oh ain wea So ee eee oz. 14% 
SUIEMNILS sii s\dutsb anion o-aw's view cbs be ae ea eee dr. 6 
SPP 6s disle hohe osha an neakuwnsurenens one oz. 


Apply with a brush. 
Some of the above remedies are quite suited, it is 
noted, for counter adjuncts, but in the case of poor cus- 
tomers the use of a camphor roll can be recommended 
as both cheap and effectual. . 


British and Colonial Druggist, February 3 and 8 


Hydrosulphate of Ammonia. By J. P. Catford—A 
paper read at a meeting of the Liverpool Pharmaceutical 
Students’ Society on January 24, which describes a 
method of verifying the weight and volume of combined 
gases in the composition of the salt. 

Cannabis Indica and Physiological Tests—An ani- 
mated discussion is being carried on in the correspondence 
columns by Wm. Mair, F.C.S., of Edinburgh, on the one 
hand and Parke, Davis & Co., of London, on the other, 
regarding the value of the physiological test as applied 
to certain vegetable drugs, and especially cannabis indica. 
Mr. Mair declares it obvious that it is impossible to insti- 
tute standards for inconstant drugs by infinitely more in- 
constant organisms, and he quotes Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, of 
Baltimore, in support of his contention. Parke, Davis & 
Co. point out that Mr. Mair’s statement is but an expres- 
sion of his personal conviction, based chiefly upon experi- 
ments made ten years ago, and stress is laid upon the fact 
that Parke, Davis & Co.’s test for cannabis indica con- 
sists in ascertaining what quantity of the preparation be- 
ing manufactured is required to produce in a certain set 
of, say, one dozen animals, exactly the same phenomena 
that can be secured from the administration of a certain 
amount of an extract which has been adopted as a stand- 
ard. The firm make the claim that different batches of 
the physiologically standardized cannabis indica produce 
practically the same results in the same subject. A 
covert objection is made to Mr. Mair’s assumption of 
knowledge in this particular field on the alleged ground 
that he is not a pharmacologist, but a chemist; which is 
hardly in accordance with the facts, Mr. Mair having 
some reputation both as a pharmacologist and pharma- 
cognoscist. 


Pharmaceutische Zeitung, December 26, 1900. 


The German Pharmacopeia and Its Past. By Hugo 
Maubach.—-Arabian physicians had books that could be 
designated as Pharmacopeeias as early as the ninth cen- 
tury. In the eleventh century the famous medical school 
of Salerno had Pharmacopeeias of its own. In the six- 
teenth century, Valerius Cordus, Professor in Witten- 
berg, was commissioned by the Council of the city of 
Nurenberg to draft a Pharmacopeeia. Thirty years later 
the Augsburg Pharmacopceia was added to the existing 
number of hand-books of pharmaceutical practice. In 
1796 the first handbook of the art of pharmacy appeared 
from the pen of Johannes Westrumb, a pharmacist in 
Hamelin. In 1804, a book called “ Deutsches Arznei- 
buch,” was published in Gotha, by Ettinger, and edited by 
Dr. Schlegel and Dr. Wiegleb. This work imitated the 
Pharmacopeeia Danica of 1772 quite closely. It was 
printed in the German language, and thus it is seen that 
Latin was rejected even at that early period by the prac- 
tical pharmacists. This book was a private publication, 
and its formulz were not compulsory for any one. The 
beginnings of the German Pharmacopoeia may be traced 
to the Pharmacopeeias of the various States of the Ger- 
man confederation, which are fully described in Scherer’s 
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publication, Literatura Pharmacopawarum, Leipzig. The 
first edition of the Pharmacopaa Germanica was issued in 
1872, the second in 1882. ‘These books were printed in 
Latin, but it was found that so many German pharmacists 
lacked the necessary knowledge of Cicero’s tongue that 
commentaries had to be published in German. Such 
were the commentaries of Mohr (1874) and of Hager 
(1884). In conclusion the author criticises the lack of 
editorial care which has been noticed in the new edition 
of the Arzneibuch. He recommends that in addition to 
the scientific commission there should be appointed for 
the next revision an editorial committee of two or three 
trained men, who will edit the manuscript and correct the 
proofs of the work. 


The Quantitative Determination of Sugars with Feh- 
ling’s Solution. By Herr Utz, Military Pharmacist.— 
The author discusses the value and comparative efficiency 
of the various methods of appiying Fehling’s solution in 
the quantitative tests for sugar. In solutions in which a 
large quantity may be expected, as in milk, syrups, etc., 
he recommends the following procedure: The amount of 
copper contained in the reduced Cu,O need not be deter- 
mined, but instead the amount of unreduced copper in 
the solution, after the reaction has taken place, can be 
-measured by taking 50 Cc. of the filtered solution away 
from the total of about 350 Cc. used in the reaction. A 
filtration is often not necessary, as the reduced copper 
settles promptly and evenly in the flask or beaker and the 
supernatant liquid to be tested for the unreduced copper 
can easily be pipetted off. The asbestos filter is the best 
for this purpose, however. As the result of considerable 
experience with this method the author proposes the fol- 
lowing modifications: After boiling the Fehling’s solution 
with the sugar solution to be tested for a sufficient length 
of time in a porcelain dish with a glass cover, a consider- 
able quantity of boiling distilled water is added, and the 
mixture is rapidly filtered through a quantitative filter 
(Schleicher and Schuell). If any of the fine copper pre- 
cipitate goes through this filter the solution’ is poured 
back into the funnel until it comes through perfectly clear. 
The residue of precipitate which remains in the porce- 
lain dish, as well as the filter, are now washed with hot 
water until a sample of the filtrate does not turn red on 
addition of a solution of phenolphthalein, nor after acidi- 
fying with acetic acid and adding a drop of a solution of 
ferrocyanide of potassium. The filter is dried in the dry- 
ing oven and reduced to ashes in a platinum crucible. 
The residue, and any copper oxide adhering to the sides 
of the porcelain dish, are dissolved in dilute nitric acid, 
washed into an Erlenmeyer flask by means of a stream of 
water, and the solution of copper thus obtained is dealt 
with in the manner spoken of in the first process. 


Wine of Condurango. By Georg Weinedel.—The 
wine was prepared by the author from condurango bark 
in very small pieces obtained of Cesar and Lorentz in 
Halle. Four hundred Gms. of the bark were macerated 
for eight days, with 4,000 Gms. of wine at a temperature 
of 18 degrees C., the vessel being frequently shaken dur- 
ing this interval. The residue of the bark was then vig- 
orously pressed out and the preparation allowed to stand 
for five days. It was then filtered. Various wines, in- 
cluding Hungarian (Tokay?), sherry, Malaga, port 
Lacrima Christi, Madeira, Malvasier, Marsala, Tarra- 
gona and Cape wine were used, and after filtering the 
specific gravity and the amount of extract were deter- 
mined. Hungarian wine, Malaga, Marsala and Cape 
wine showed a sediment after a week; Lacrima Christi 
after three weeks. The other wines gave no sediment. 
A bottle prepared with port wine stood for a year with- 
out showing a trace of sediment. The most extractives 
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were dissolved by Hungarian wine (Tokay?), port and 
Madeira. These wines are therefore the most suitable 
menstrua for condurango wine. They may be used as 
such or with the addition of a small percentage of alcohol. 
The following formula for a condurango wine to be sold 
at the general sales counter has been tested by the author 
and found very satisfactory : 


Grammes. 
CORGUPANSG DAME. 620 6.0.5. 60s cececcdicewss POs PO 500 
ORG TRMIU ES ENG ois ois G6 cie cos a wsaiee scsi Cv eiceee MEA wee 100 
TETAS Grice ahesgipcopnterer Sia 4 d-ate's Cisiw ube wee wale lee a ees 20 
are macerated with 
RACOROL GO TOP COM eo 5.0 ain 6s ois bese viblewe eeeee wee 250 
MN giles capes 95-4 co 5 AG uasa leven" Hels) WRN UO Sale IMS DEE 250 
POUR NIN ra as sas 4 Vo as og es Badia: aisas 4/9 erties MOEA 2,500 
MEE INC 03.0 6 sao oes ies Wo dc Giga Sie Sia Rew vee MISSES 2,500 
for eight days, then expressed, and 
POUR SUE UD ois crass 50 95's 4p, & oN einen v Awa tlnne ea cers 500 


is added. The preparation is allowed to stand for 14 
days, and the sediment is then filtered. In this manner 
one can prepare a wine faultless in color and appearance, 
and agreeable in taste. 


Schweizerische Wochenschrift fuer Chemie und Pharmacie (Journal 
Suisse de Chimie et Pharmacie), December 1, 1900 


Zymase, a New Ferment.—Professor Buchner, of 
Munich, succeeded in isolating from beer yeast a liquid 
capable of producing saccharine fermentation without the 
intervention of living cells. Further researches by the 
same observer showed that the alcoholic ferment was a 
soluble albuminoid enzyme which he named zymase. A 
number of English observers repeated Buchner’s experi- 
ments with yeast of high fermentation, such as is em- 
ployed in England. Their work has so completely con- 
tradicted the observations of the Munich professor that 
it is worth publishing, if on no other account. Allan 
MacFayden, in collaboration with Messrs. Morris and 
Rowland (Proceedings of the Royal Society. Volume 
LXVII, page 250-266. November 14, 1900) found that 
the liquid obtained from yeast in the same manner as that 
employed by Buchner did not respond to the tests which 
are applicable to all ferments. In the first place they 
found that the beer yeast underwent an autofermentation, 
and that the presence of sugar tended to impede this auto- 
fermentation. They also found that dilution diminished 
the degree of fermentation, and that the addition of phys- 
iologic salt solution almost arrested the process. The 
paralyzing effect on fermentation produced by the addi- 
tion of water is so diametrically opposed to what we ex- 
pect of enzymes in general that this fact alone seems to 
disprove Buchner’s theory. Another curious fact is the 
partial disappearance of the sugar in the process of fer- 
menting a sugar solution. The carbonic acid and the al- 
coho! formed do not correspond in quantity to the amount 
of sugar, and yet the remaining portion of sugar cannot 
be found. If the mixture of sugar and yeast liquid is 
heated, however, the missing sugar reappears. So that 
there is no reason to believe that some constituent of the 
yeast juice prevents the determination of the missing 
sugar by ordinary means. MacFayden and his collab- 
orators therefore incline to retain the theory that proto- 
plasmic life is necessary for the activity of yeast fer- 
mentation. 

Concerning Magnalium.—Magnalium consists of a 
mixture of aluminum, with 20 to 30 per cent. of mag- 
nesium, for purposes of durability and of 2 to 1o per cent. 
of magnesium for purposes of ductility. By means of this 
alloy the difficulties of working aluminum are overcome. 
It has already been described in the AMERICAN DruGcISsT 
for December 10, page 341. 
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Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Cough Mixture for Comment.—J. C. C. writes 
as follows: “ The subjoined is a recipe for a cough medi- 
cine which I call Nature’s Cough Remedy. I put it up 
and send it out in 4-ounce ovals to retail at 50 cents. The 
dose for adults is one teaspoonful. Would you kindly 
criticise the formula? 

Syrup scille, 


Syrup ipecac, of each.............eee serene: min. 160 
Dmamoninm ChIOride.. ....... ccc scscccccoccvvcss gr. 160 
re er es es Lf gr. 8 
Syrup white pine comp............+.+-++0+: gs. ad. Ziv 


The codeine is dissolved in about 1 drachm of alcohol 
before adding it to the compound syrup of white pine, 
which is made from Sharp & Dohme’s Fluid Extract 
White Pine Comp. I experienced more or less difficulty 
in dissolving the ammonium chloride. Would you use the 
granular or the powdered ammonium chloride? There is 
some complaint against the taste. The finished product 
is a little muddy. Any suggestions, criticisms, com- 
ments upon same, as to method of mixing, name or change 
in formula will be gladly received. 

The mixture as it stands is somewhat highly concen- 
trated, and we are not surprised to learn that it deposits 
or becomes muddy. There is here a direct incompatibil- 
ity between the ammonium chloride and the codeine, 
ammonia being liberated from the first named salt. As 
morphine is a constituent of nearly every preparation sold 
under the name of syrup of white pine compound, there is 
a possibility of precipitation occurring when the ammo- 
niated codeine solution is added to this syrup, the codeine 
being credited with the property of liberating morphine 
from its salt. We would suggest the use of codeine sul- 
phate instead of the pure alkaloid, as the former is twice 
as soluble in water as the latter, and it does not disturb 
the morphine. As the ammonium chloride is a disturb- 
ing factor in this formula, it would be better to omit it 
entirely ; it is not compatible with either codeine or mor- 
phine. We are not familiar with the composition of 
Sharp & Dohme’s preparation of compound fluid extract 
of white pine, and cannot therefore speak definitely of its 
behavior under the circumstances noted. 

Ferric Chloride and Mindererus’ Spirit React 
in a Prescription.—B. R. submits the following pre- 
scription, and inquiries the cause of the white precipitate 
which makes its appearance when the solution of ammo- 
nium acetate is added. The prescription reads: 


NEEL, 0 os ona dbtin heb oe 656 0 Ses~ vee dij 
PANE MUIR. IID sos 0 o's '5 06 wn.0n on 0c 000 neces csewtons diss 
SePPrAG BPTHIOT. MIL, 2. 0.5 2. 55 coe coins civics os ces veces ces 5ss 
Liq. ammon. ACE... cece eee cece eee eee eee Dl 
PIE, 5.5% 54 6% S'S o's 0.050 SS 49s vanes wc eub eee 5ij 
NE SL eb Sb ue seas on asnhae se kteatepeeeseec esses ad. 5vi 


There is an incompatibility here between the ammon- 
ium acetate and the combination of ferric chloride and 
phosphoric acid. The precipitate which forms upon the 
addition of the mindererus’ spirit consists of iron ammo- 
nio-phosphate. 

The Nature of Ambergris.—E. J.—It is gen- 
erally agreed among those who have investigated the sub- 
ject that ambergris is a product of disease in the whale. 
It is an amber colored calculus or deposit containing a 
proportion of a black pigment and some excrementitious 
matters. The spermaceti whale-fishing grounds of the 


Antarctic Ocean are the source of most of the ambergris 
of commerce. 


It is a rare find for the whaler, and as the 


spermaceti whales are fast becoming extinct becomes 
scarcer every year. It has not been found in any whales 
but such as were dead or sick, which is mentioned as 
proof of the disease origin of its production. Ambergris, 
although it has only a faint aromatic odor of its own, is 
largely used in perfumery as a fixative for floral odors 
which are in themselves evanescent. It is found in pieces 
of various size, generally in small fragments of an opaque 
rounded appearance, but sometimes in pieces so large as 
to weigh nearly 200 pounds. It has a soft, waxy con- 
sistence and little or no taste. Ambergris was formerly 
esteemed in medicine combined with articles nearly as ex- 
pensive as itself; thus the composition of the Species Cor- 
diale temperate of Bate’s Dispensary was made up of 
ambergris, musk and pearl, 214 scruples—which was the 
dose of the species—containing 1 grain each of ambergris 
and musk and 12 grains of pearl. It has been believed to 
possess a stimulant action upon the nervous and circula- 
tory systems, having a special effect upon the generative 
organs. It was official in the French Codex in the form 
of a 10-per-cent. tincture. The stories which are current 
regarding the use of ambergris in the refining of gold 
have no foundation in fact, but are largely old women’s 
tales. Two varieties of ambergris are found in com- 
merce, the gray and the black, and both command high 
prices ; the former being quoted at $30 per ounce, and the 
latter at $20 per ounce. 

Recipe for Criticism.— C. R. G. submits the fol- 
lowing which he puts up as a specific for gonorrhoea, and 
asks us to criticise the formula: 


SON MR 65s oe ga bin bin isis bn bo os wee gtt. xv 
SPM ONMIRUAIR alpine cde Ace hint eae weet woes Mes 3i 
SOARES, Sa 5 a soia le Moucsino Sais tile Owes emionies ae gtt. xv 
See IE RRONNONE 5 56 So cine iru ERR EL La wee eee gtt. x 
i EAE ten See eee te came ER etek gtt. x 
SPE MEET els ses y ea bee ad ows bei eee two botts 
ee PNET FUME CORES, by seis als Keel och beaker eee Lue 38s 
eke UL EE To 1 EERE aaa an tees Ee Rene TR NTL 3iv 


M. Sig. One-half to one teaspoonful three times a 
day. 

Having in view the purpose for which this mixture 
is intended it impresses us as a compound that would be 
likely to prove irritating to the organs affected. It would 
be next to impossible to make an elegant mixture with 
the ingredients named, and it is at the same time diffi- 
cult to suggest a remedy without recasting the entire 
formula. It would improve the mixture from a thera- 
peutic standpoint to increase the amount of oil of sandal 
and omit the oils of nutmeg and cassia. We should also 
advise dropping the Haarlem oil and adding sufficient so- 
lution of potassa to saponify the remaining oils and ren- 
der the mixture slightly alkaline, which would be a de- 
sideratum in a mixture of this kind. 


Carnation Pink.—C. R. G—The distinctive odor 
of the carnation pink perfume is obtained by blending 
rose with cloves, and various formulas have been devised 
for the production of an odor resembling that of the 
flower. The simplest form has the following composi- 
tion: 


Par RPPNONION Ss Fait 22 DOs as ns Lee eee min. 20 
RPO REMERON rg a0 8's 6 x odes 6355 bas sada Reena 0z. 14 
MBEMNUED MIG WEE OXPUACE ooo. 5 5 sno sinsoe a6 pajewin Gace oz. 7 
RES SIE WRMEIEON ois sc oka ae owes soa bones OOS 0z. 3% 
SHUNIRLED DT MMRMNN Seis os oe ool es ke qs. to color 


Macerate a week and filter. 











A superior article is afforded by the following: 


UN ee PRR see. ae hicks 0 weeny aed cena Monae Mv 
NON MERNININ Core c a lovidicloic/cce 6 Om cee 8 Sais Secd deme aol Ziv 
MAE TEIN hoa sos o'5'6 sos wha bales selene cbse sia 5ij 
Orange flower extrait... 0... ccc cece ec cece ec eees Ziv 
MR MEN oc aisss hs oo at ne) oa: ic 0/6 -9.0-619 0a shes Ws To las0: 0.0% 5viij 
Me EN solo sos a5 5's,050, 0/0 pve Hid GMS-stasieraiacalaiece sim 3ij 
RIN IE RANUTNII ova .0. 6:5 0)50, 5: oo. Spoge aig 6.3 Swans + Gas Beige 3ij 
CEPI U TIE Oe UNE 5 ow. oo Sa. aos ng 4.68 nah 0 wisn 0 set w0' ole. 3i 
ROTTER OR, VURTR-VIRIG, 6 5o ooo s o.s 6:06:65 vost as o5wye aes 5iv 


Mix and macerate a week or two before filtering. 


Askinson, in “ Perfumes and their Preparation,” gives 
a formula for Extract of Pink, which may be taken as the 
standard for the superior carnation pinks of the market. 
After remarking that this pleasant odor occurs in com- 
merce only as an imitation, a formula is given as follows: 


Extract of cassie, from pomade.............. pints 2144 
Extract of orange flower, from pomade...... pints 2% 
Extract of rose, from pomade.................. pints 5 
UBCURTO OU WHR Go. o.5 osc cos ccs ce te be cccene's fl. oz. 20 
Oil of clove, a sufficient quantity, about...... grains 75 


The oil of clove which determines the characteristic 
odor of this extract is dissolved in a little alcohol ; of this 
solution enough is gradually added to the mixture until 
the odor has become sufficiently strong. 


Carnation Pink Sachet Powder.—C. R. G.— 
The latest fad in sachet powders is a powder of granular 
consistency obtained generally by the use of bran as a 
basis. This is colored artificially to correspond with the 
odor after which the sachet powder is named. Carnation 
pink is so colored by means either of a solution of eosin 
or ammoniacal solution of carmine. The following 
formula is suggested as a type. The quantity of ingre- 
dients should be modified to suit the taste; thus it may be 
found necessary to increase the amount of otto of rose and 
diminish the quantity of lavender oil. It would be well 
to experiment with small quantities of the solid ingre- 
dients before determining the amount of perfume to be 
added : 


OUP III oe) S ok. Sica fees oa, aes Says Sielse ce aie drops 5 
SURE chlor Ze stated s ety eo 5. owes alee drops 10 
CO BO ec drops 12 
MORNE, WUMNANE IAN ic. 5. 5) o:s0 0. 05d Foose e'waig 6.0 6/2 0%e a weal eas drops 20 
RMN GPE es, oo Aig as eisai aye 5) sik G90 kas .0 8 age grains 2 
UID aie ce SSR ok Sn basso veo ae vee drachm 1 
REIN cc5.0 coca 's anos a0 0% oH Waneie as oa, drachms 2 
TNA TIVO a iu 5 66.65. 5 bier ose Disie'a oe’ 660 00a 000 oz. Y% 
Lavender flowers, dried...............0.eeeeeee oz. 1 
OFrris TOO, IN POWGET. ..... 2... cece ss cc cs ccces oz. 1 
Bran, coarsely powdered.............eceeeeeeeee oz. 1 


The oil of cloves should be dissolved in a little alcohol, 
and added in sufficient quantity to give the desired odor 
in combination with the rose. The odors of rose and 
cloves should predominate. 

Another formula which has been recommended is the 


following : 

Bran, in coarse POWdEr......... 0. cece eee eeees oz. 12 
BOL TIO IVOUD so 60 056.016:56 5510050 0.6 O0.0y sine tievaes oz. 6 
PEINTIEL LOW OD 0 5ie 655s cas Ale 54 Bide Wiese Wiardib.as er od oz. 38 
NOPE eer oa srw Asia wo iere Wied HS Ae RO we AE oz. 1% 
NN PATA 65 9c oo eis sp Wa we 9S elo G08 OR eee ORS oz. 1% 
NMS SI Fe RY a oop rela 1S: d/9 wie loiel's 4 -serasele 4740 Ba Rtas grains 12 
RN Nr SG, onan) aig Ata wtels ols wld © SWie.w Oe drops . 60 
Me ENN Sido ciu5-v.6 5. 05 64.20, 6 oH. 0 Bd a1dUS We IED drops 60 
PONE oo) 5.00 oo sve 6:0 ere. a0e ba er0 00 '9i's ssarsia cores drops 120 
NOMENON sche ia's y-0igio-i0.a sn 'elw'e Siee 0104 A 8's. bie 888 drops 60 
Solution of rosin. q.s. 

Mix. 





One of the oddest advertisements ever gotten up by a New 
York retail druggist is the Chinese calendar for 1901, which 
Matthew Kramer, whose establishment is at Mott and Worth 
streets and Chatham square, has liberally distributed to the 
Celestial storekeepers and others of Chinatown. 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 
Conducted by U. G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


DULL SEASON ADVERTISING. 


F all the basic principles of advertising the one most 
commonly violated is that of continuity. Thousands 
of druggists follow the method of advertising only dur- 
ing the spring and fall seasons, just before holidays or at 
other irregular times when business is apt to be best. The 
man in retail trade who does this is utterly wrong. The 
combined judgment and experience of the whole advertis- 
ing world is against him. He does it because he does not 
know what advertising is or what it does. If he deliber- 
ately set out to render futile the advertising he does do, he 
could not take any better method than to allow people to 
forget him during the months when they have the most 
time to remember him. When the dealer is busy his cus- 
tomers are quite apt to be busy, too. This is specially true 
in country communities. At the time the dealer adver- 
tises the customer has little time to read advertising, and 
pays less attention to it than at other seasons of the year. 
It is a trite saying in advertising that when a business is 
sick is when it needs medicine. This is true enough, but 
it is not the whole truth. Advertising is a sort of trade 
tonic needed most when vitality is low, but needed all the 
time. Like cod liver oil it is more of a food than a medi- 
cine, and the way to grow upon it is not to alternate feed- 
ing with starving. ; 

Every merchant who has won success through contin- 
uous advertising has, I dare say, noticed this: That at few 
times in his experience have the immediate returns from 
his ads seemed to justify the outlay, though the general 
growth of business from month to month and year to year 
is wholly satisfactory. This is because the indirect re- 
turns from continuous advertising are always greater than 
the direct ones. The spasmodic advertiser never gets his 
share of these greater returns. He gets some direct re- 
sults and but little more, because at the end of each season 
he kicks out from under himself the foundation he has 
reared instead of continuing to build upon it, and the next 
season begins all over again. 

The compelling force of advertising is a sort of hyp- 
notic influence gained by persistent, continuous effort. If 
just when you are getting your subjects under control you 
release them, you lose the effect of all you have done. 

The dull seasons of the year are the times when yau 
have your best chance to get hold of people. Likely 
enough your competitors let up on their advertising, and 
by continuing you have the whole field to yourself. You 
have an opportunity at these times to call attention to 
many items which can be given no chance at busy seasons. 
And, best of all, you have an opportunity to get a grip on 
the attention of people that will help to make all your later 
advertising more effective. No retail merchant ever won 
the best rewards of advertising who advertised spasmod- 
ically at busy seasons only. None ever will because. he 
violates a law as fundamental and immutable as the law of 


gravitation. 
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The Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
vertisement. The prize is this time awarded to Nichols 
& Sanborn Co., Northfield, Vt. 
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Do You Smoke? 


A cigar salesman for a leading wholesale house said recently 
that in country towns he sold the best and largest line of cigars 
to the drug stores. | med 

This is undoubtedly true and it demonstrates two things: 

First, that the Drug Store carries the best line of cigars.| 


Second, that the large drug store trade shows that people 
are beginning to understand where they can obtain the best 
smoke for the money. 7s 

We pride ourselves upon the line of cigars which we carry in 
stock in Five and Ten cent goods. as = 


If you become a customer we can demonstrate to you that we 
have the best brands—cigars to suit every taste. 


Choice Cigars in Boxes of 12, 25, 50 and 100. 


Nothing makes a more appreciated present for a friend who 
smokes; nothing makes a better présent to yourself if you 
smoke. 


Nichols & Sanborn Co., 


DRUGGISTS AND STATIONERS, 
CORNER STORE, NORTHFIELD. 


iwvwvwvvveveyveyTVy Tee eee eee UCC UCC CC CC CCC CCC CCC CCT 
i i i hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hii Li hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi i ha ha hi ha ha hi ha ha ha ha hi he hh he he hd he hy tad 





THE PRIZE ADVERTISEMENT. 
es Fs 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


The cigar advertisement of the Nichols & Sanborn Co. 


is much better than the average cigar talk. It is well dis- 
played, and the slight news element injected into the first 
sentence is apt to secure a reading for the remainder. 
While these advertisers had attention, however, it would 
have been well to focus this attention on a leading five and 
ten cent brand. If you wish to move people you must give 
them a definite impulse. Particular mention of one or two 
brands would perhaps have brought noticeable results, 
which the present ad is not apt to do, though its general 
effect will be beneficial. 
st ss SF 


DIFFERENT METHOD ADVISED. 


Epitor Business BUILDING : 

Inclosed find some ads. we used during the month of Decem- 
ber. We constantly read your department with great benefit. 
Would say that we used five to ten lines of locals each day in 
connection with the display ads. FRANK T. BABBITT. 

Corry, Pa. 

These ads, while good, are not suitable for reprinting 
now, as they are devoted to holiday goods. They will be 
filed for possible use at the proper season. It would be 
difficult to find any fault with the matter of the ads. It is 
good advertising in every respect, but there is some ques- 
tion’as to whether it is wholly adequate. 

Different items are exploited in each ad. In the one 
for the week of January 2 books and calendars are men- 
tioned. They get no further mention in later ads. It is 
doubtful if it was advisable to have nothing further to say 
about so important an item as books. The better plan, I 
think, is to lessen the amount of comment as Christmas 
approaches and to keep all the lines before the public. The 
reminder received three weeks before Christmas is not apt 
to be remembered amid the rush of holiday buying. It 
pays to exploit the whole stock from the time buying com- 
mences. If ample space can be used, comment on the in- 


dividual items is advisable, but a mere list of goods is bet- 
ter than no mention at all. 
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STUDY GOOD MODELS. 


EpIToR BusINESS BUILDING : 


Inclosed find some ads we have been running in our county 
paper. I wish you would criticize them and show me how to 
improve them. H. T. Swirt, 

with Gro. M. Brown. 

Memphis, Mo. i 


I think what is chiefly needed in this instance is a study 
of good models of advertising. The ads say what is said 
with some directness, but they are rather conventional in 
thought and expression. The writer should freshen his 
view by studying his subject. He should try to develop 
the latest news element in his topic. There are many 
sides to every question, there are many arguments that can 
be presented for the purchase of anything in a drug store. 
These ads are not as readable as they should be, because 
what is said is about the least that can be said, and it is said 
too tamely.. Notice the way successful advertisers present 
their facts; notice the various arguments they present. 
Also believe in your subject more and express it more for- 
cibly. For instance, take one of these ads, which is as fol- 
lows: 

“ Do you know that Combs’ Chicken Cholera Cure will 
keep your poultry healthy and in fine condition? It is the 
best chicken cholera medicine on the market.” 

This ad consists of two assertions. They are true or 
not true. If true it will be well to be more forcible in ex- 
pressing them. A mere bald assertion is quite apt to 
glance off people unless it has a good deal of steam back 
of it or is supplemented by further argument or proof. If 
you believe these statements put some conviction into your 
ad. Adopt some such heading as “ Your chickens in- 
sured? ” and tell them that no poultry owner can afford to 
overlook this remedy, that it absolutely prevents chicken 
cholera and other diseases, that there is no question about 
it at all, that it has been tested so thoroughly that no doubt 
whatever of its merit exists, that it is a privilege to guar- 
antee it, that you want the buyer to have his money back 
if the remedy does not prove wholly satisfactory, etc. You 
should be able and willing to say these things and a hun- 
dred more of a remedy in which you have enough confi- 
dence to put on the market. Believe in your goods, and 
then talk as though you believed in them. Employ every 
argument that exists in their favor; tell everything you 
know about them ; answer all possible questions in regard 
to them. You can’t tell everything in a single ad, for I 
dare say there exists enough material to write a new ad on 
this remedy every day for a year. Dig out this material, 
and in digging you will develop an insight into advertis- 
ing that will illuminate every other subject you have to 


talk upon. 
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BALLAGH’S BULLETIN. 


W. T. Ballagh, Nevada, Mo., issues a small store pa- 
per with the above title. It is an interesting publication, 
neatly printed on good stock. It is made up of ads in 
reading and display style interspersed with some miscel- 
laneous material. This is a medium that will prove of 
value if used persistently. The introduction should put 
readers in a proper frame of mind. It is as follows: | 

“Tf you buy an article in my store and find it in any 
way unsatisfactory, return it and get your money. 

“T do not at any time want your money unless you are 
satisfied that you have your money’s worth in exchange 
for it. Iam not sentimental about this ; I know it will pay 
me to treat you well.” 








AMERICAN 


TO<AMEND THE PHARMACY LAW. 





Bills Introduced at Albany. 





The pharmacists who are opposed to the present pharmacy 
law have shaped their sentiments regarding it into the form 
of amendments, and the bill providing for these changes was 
introduced into the Senate and Assembly at Albany simultane- 
ously last week by Senator Donnelly and Assemblyman 
Rainey, respectively. 

The Fives acti provide as follows: That all licensed phar- 
macists and druggists residing in the eastern section shall par- 
ticipate in the election for members of the State Board for 
that section; thirty days’ notice shall be given for such elec- 
tion; that the records of licenses shall be open for inspection 
to all citizens of the State; that any one having a certificate 
of assistant pharmacist and presenting the necessary affidavit 


as to experience be granted a license as a licensed druggist; — 


that any one who holds a license or a certificate of registration 
as a pharmacist granted by any legally constituted Board of 
Pharmacy shall, on payment of fee and surrender of cer- 
tificate, be granted a license as a licensed pharmacist any- 
where within the State. 

The amendments also provide for the payment of any 
surplus after the expenses of the board have been paid into 
the State Treasury, and authorizes the State Controller to 
examine the books of the board. The law is made uniform 
throughout the State. The right of women to obtain a license 
is made clear and the fee for examination is changed from 
$10 to $5. It provides that drug stores need not be registered. 

In talking of the action Dr. A. L. Goldwater, president of 
the Greater New York Pharmaceutical Society, said: 

“These amendments would have been introduced earlier 
but for an error in drawing them up, by which the sections 
of the old bill to be amended, or struck out entirely, were not 
included. We have every hope that in their present form the 
amendments will be adopted, and on Friday evening (Wash- 
ington’s Birthday) there will be a meeting of the Greater New 
York Pharmaceutical Society at Imperial Hall, Fifth-fifth 
street and Third avenue, at which the amendments will be 
thoroughly discussed and indorsed, and at which Lawyer 
Julius Levy, who drew up the bill, will be present to give all 
necessary information. 

“We have not yet arranged for our representation at Al- 
bany when the amendments come up in committee, but that 
will be attenéed to in good time. We shall have good speakers 
and men who have the interests of the pharmaceutical pro- 
fession at heart. Lawyer Levy will be with us, and our show- 
ing will be one to prove to the legislators that the changes 
are absolutely demanded by the druggists of this section of 
the State at least.” 

Lawyer Levy is equally hopeful of the success of the 
amendments, as is John Gallagher, of Jay and Concord streets, 
Brooklyn Borough, who was instrumental in having them 
drawn up. 

“To my mind,” said Mr. Leyy to an AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
representative, “‘ the present measure is unconstitutional, and 
we could have defeated it in its entirety if we had gone about 
to do it. Recent decisions have been handed down which prove 
that there are several points in the new bill that able judges 
would not have allowed to continue as law, notably that re- 
lating to the disposal of the funds derived from the pharma- 
cists of the State. Still we realized that fighting the bill as 
a whole was a most expensive undertaking, while the same 
end could be gained by these amendments. 

“JT intend to be present at the hearing in committee, and I 
hardly believe that the arguments to be presented in favor 
of the amendments can be easily controverted.” 


AS TO AMENDING THE LAW. 


In connection with this subject we are in receipt of the fol- 
lowing communication: 

To the Editor of the AMERICAN DrvuGGIST. 

Sir: In your issue of January 28 appeared under the head- 
ing of “ Views of a Member of the Board” a few remarks by 
Prof. Geo. C. Diekman, and while I have not yet affiliated 
with those engaged in the agitation to amend the law, my 
sympathy for the movement prompts me to speak a few words 
in reply, which words I trust Professor Diekman will take in 
an entirely impersonal way, and recognize that I speak only 
with a view to the best interests of our mutual profession. 
He says he is of the opinion “ that it is extremely short sighted 
to begin seeking to amend the law just as it is put in opera- 
tion,” and on this point I wish to distinctly take issue. One 
does not have to wear a pair of shoes until the soles drop off 
from age to discover they do not fit, and a man need not be a 
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jurist to know that laws gain strength with time; that 
when we permit evils to pass unchallenged at the outset we 
become accustcmed to their presence, and tolerate their intru- 
sicn, even though our rights and liberties are violated. There 
is an inertia which comes from the toleration of abuses which 
is more difficult to overcome than evil itself, and it is to-day 
the curse of our great city and the chief menace to our demo- 
cratic institutions. That “eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty ” is as true to-day as when the words rang their first 
alarm, and it is as true in the minor affairs of life as in the 
great. If there is a menace to us in the new law, and no one 
with discernment can fail to perceive that there is; and if it 
affords opportunity for the oppression of any one, for chicanery 
or for blackmail, now is the time to strike out the objection- 
able features. 

Now, before those who may be in a position to avail them- 
selves of its defects intrench themselves in power, arm them- 
selves with the weapons it provides, and obtain an advantage 
through which they may safely deny us when we would ap- 
peal, and intimidate us when we would protest. The present 
board and the present secretary may be models—they may be 
paragons of virtue and character, but who can guarantee that 
the next board and the next secretary will be likewise ? The 
members of this board are in an enviable position. They may, 
if they so elect, thrust selfishness behind them, and by union 
with the movement to rectify the defects in the law show 
fealty to their fraternity and to justice. The eyes of the drug 
trade are upon them. “To be or not to be.” Let me say to 
them in all kindness, without any insinuation or malice, that 
it is not only well to avoid evil, but to avoid the appearance of 
evil, and when work is to be done for the right it is the duty 
of the righteous to assist. VIGILANCE. 

New York, February 12. 


Military Pharmacists Lose. 





Assembly bill No. 231, amending the military code of the: 


State of New York in several particulars, has passed both the 
Assembly and the Senate, and will probably receive the sig- 
nature of Governor Odell, although strenuous efforts are be- 
ing made to induce him to veto the measure, as it does away 
with the grade of military pharmacist, reducing that officer to 
the rank of sergeant. In this connection the following leter 
was sent to the Senate and Assembly: 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY OF NEW YORK 
STATE. 


New York, February 11, 1901. 


Dear Sirs: At the hearing held before the Senate Commit- ' 
tee on Wednesday, the 6th inst., in relation to amending the 
“Military Code,” Assembly bill No. 231, General Hoffman 
openly admitted, in answer to a question put by one of the 
undersigned, that the officers who had authority in the matter 
had “held up” the appointments of the “ Military Pharma- 
cists; that they simply would not appoint them. 

The law on this subject, passed by the Senate and Assem- 
bly of 1900, reads: ‘“‘ A regiment shall consist of not less than 
eight nor more than twelve companies, troops or batteries, and 
of one colonel; . . . one military pharmacist, of the grade of 
first lieutenant. . . .” In not more than three instances has 
the military pharmacist been appointed, and we therefore 
charge that a small coterie of the highest officers in the Na- 
tional Guard are holding themselves above the law of this 
great Empire State, and that they have not only been derelict 
in their duty, but have willfully and maliciously refused to 
obey the law, which in their capacity as officers of the Nh- 
tional Guard they have sworn to uphold and enforce. 

We ask your honorable body to severely censure these offi- 
cers for so disrespecting their sworn allegiance to the laws 
of the State which they represent. 

In behalf of about eleven thousand pharmacists of the Em- 
pire State we also respectfully ask you to amend Assembly 
bill No. 231 so as to retain the “ Military Pharmacist with the 
rank and commission of First Lieutenant,’ or else work and 
vote against it, as in its present shape it is class legislation -of 
the worst sort, being solely in the interest of a few officers of 
the National Guard. 

Very earnestly yours, 
FEeLix HIRSEMAN, 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association. 
WILLIAM MUIR, 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society. 
GEORGE KLEINAU, 
German Apothecaries’ Society. 
G. H. Hitcucocx, 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association. 

In an interview published in the New York “ Tribune ” 

General Roe, the commander of the National Guard of the 
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State, comments on the above letter as follows: “ The appoint- 
ment to the rank of military pharmacist lies with the com- 
mander of each regiment. The law is not mandatory upon 
him te make the appointment. He need not do so if in his 
judgment he does not think his regiment needs such an of- 
ficer. This talk of a ‘ coterie holding itself above the law’ is 
therefore nonsense. These pharmacists used their political 
influence to get this bill passed without consulting the Na- 
tional Guard. The farriers and the armorers might do the 
same thing. Their conduct was unjustifiable in my opinion. 
Why did the pharmacists not lay their claims before us and 
ask for a hearing, before urging the Legislature to force them 
upon us? The rank of sergeant is all they would get in the 
regular army, and if a National Guard regiment should enter 
the United States Army while it had a pharmacist with the 
rank of lieutenant there would be no corresponding place for 
him in the regular service. The pharmacists might almost as 
well have had themselves all made majors instead of being 
content with the rank of lieutenant. At least, there would 
seem to be nothing to prevent it, if their political influence 
were strong enough.” 

This interview brought out a vigorous letter to the “ Tri- 
dune” from George J. Seabury, championing the cause of the 
pharmacist, and one in somewhat similar vein from the editor 
of this journal. 





TROUBLE OVER LIQUOR LICENSES IN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 





The Board Criticised. 


Boston, February 20.—Matters are likely to be at a white 
heat on Beacon Hill for the Pharmacy Board this winter as 
a consequence of the Underhill case. Mr. Underhill filed a 
petition on January 23, asking for further legislation defining 
the powers of the Board of Pharmacy. Mr. Underhill says 
in his petition: ‘‘ That he is, and has been, a pharmacist by 
profession for the pust 25 years, and, as such, has been a 
registered pharmacist, in accordance with the laws of this 
commonwealth; that on July 6, in the year 1898, the Board 
of Pharmacy and its agent wilfully and, as your petitioner 
believes, maliciously, conspired to prevent him from practising 
his profession in an illegal attempt to revoke his certificate 
of registration; that, in consequence of such illegal action, he 
has been deprived of his lawful right to earn a living for him- 
self and family; that in June, 1900, your petitioner set forth, 
in a petition to said board for a reopening of the case, the great 
injustice done him and asked for a review of the proceedings 
of sald board; such request, however, was denied; that in 
September, 1900, said board further caused the illegal arrest 
of your petitioner, who was compelled to go to the Supreme 
Court to defend his rights, and while the court overruled the 
action of said board, yet the peculiar wording of the law 
relative to the practice of pharmacy is of such nature that 
your petitioner prays for such legislation that will protect 
innocent citizens in the exercise of their lawful rights.” 

The petition has the indorsement of numerous Haverhill 
citizens, and Mr. Underhill is to be represented by ex-Senator 
George, who has previously been an active opponent of the 
board. 

Very recently, too, there was a meeting of several druggists 
in this city, at which Mr. Butler’s remarks to a member of a 
prominent wholesale house in the Hub were discussed. Mr. 
Butler is from Lowell and has been a member of the board for 
a long time. The meeting was secret, but it can be safely 
stated that Mr. Buter was handled without gloves. All told, 
membership in this board cannot be considered a bed of roses. 
The outcome of these contests is awaited with interest. 








NEW JERSEY PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


Time and Place of Annual Meeting Announced. 





James Foulke, 107 Monticello avenue, Jersey City Heights, 
chairman of the Executive Committee, is out with an an- 
nouncement of the annual meeting of the New Jersey State 
Pharmaceutical Association. The effort to hold the meeting 
at Atlantic City has been abandoned, and Trenton has been 
definitely settled upon as the place of meeting, which will be 
held on Wednesday and Thursday, May 22 and 23. Geo. F. 
Fitzgeorge, Trenton, has been named local secretary. 


PERFECTING THE N. A. R. D. PLAN IN 
NEW YORK. 





City Druggists Discuss Pending Legislation. 





The usual monthly meeting of the Manhattan Pharmaceu- 
tical Association took place on Monday evening, February 18, 
at the College of Pharmacy Building, No. 115 West Sixty- 
eighth street. The proceedings were opened by President R. 
R. Smith promptly at 9 p. m. Secretary S. Y. B. Swann read 
the minutes of the preceding meeting and they were adopted. 
The report of Treasurer George H. Hitchcock showed a healthy 
condition of the treasury, there being a balance of $341.88. 
Mr. Hitchcock submitted a report as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Legislation and called special attention to the con- 
cession made by the author of the Bell bill in exempting drug- 
gists and the manufacturers of proprietary medicines from its 
provisions. Note was made of the introduction into the State 
Legislature of a number of bills affecting pharmacy, and it 
was decided to vigorously oppose them. Dr. N. H. Henry’s 
bill amending the military code and repealing that portion of 
it giving commissioned rank to the hospital stewards of the 
National Guasd was referred to as legislation of a particularly 
ebnoxious character which would be fought to the last ditch. 
The committee asked for instructions in regard to the atti- 
tude to be adopted toward certain other bills affecting phar- 
macy now in the Legislature, and on motion of Felix Hirse- 
man the committee was left uninstructed, with authority ap- 
parently to take whatever action might seem in their judg- 
ment best. 

A communication to the president from R. Fulton Cutting, 
chairman of a large number of civic societies interested in char- 
ter revision, was read. It was a request for the appointment 
of representatives from the Manhattan Association, but the 
suggestion was opposed by Mr. Hirseman, who said that phar- 
macists would be given a hearing on the pharmacy section of 
the charter before the Legislature, and they were opposed to 
the pharmacy section of the charter any way. On motion the 
communication from Mr. Cutting was tabled. The Conference 
Committee of the various New York City retail associations 
reported through Chairman Schweinfurth, who stated that 
the plan was working well in Brooklyn and in some sec- 
tions of Manhattan, but considerable misunderstanding yet 
prevailed, he said, in regard to the proper price to charge for 
certain articles, some druggists being under the impression 
that only the goods of the signers of the tripartite agreement 
were subject to the new price schedule. Mr. Schweinfurth an- 
nounced that a list had been prepared of the “ agressive cut- 
ters” of Greater New York. The list was issued from the of- 
fice of the secretary of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists in Chicago on the 16th inst., and was understood 
to be in the hands of all salesmen in the territory of Greater 
New York on the day of meeting, February 20. In order to 
further perfect the operation of the plan it was moved to di- 
vide the city into assembly districts and appoint one member 
from each district to call meetings of the district druggists 
and perfect the harmonious working of the plan. The ap- 
pointments wili be made by the president. 

W. Schaaf presented memorial resolutions on the death of 
A. E. Gebhard, which were ordered engrossed for presenta- 
tion in book form to the widow of the deceased. . 

J. Maxwell Pringle, Jr., chairman of the Committee on Con- 
stitution and By-Laws, submitted his report, embracing sev- 
eral amendments which were offered and referred for action 
to the next meeting. The first amendment took the form of 
an addition to the named object of the association and read 
“to elect members of the Board of Pharmacy as provided by 
law.” It was provided that no member of the Manhattan 
Pharmaceutical Association could be eligible for election to a 
second term. Other amendments proposed by the committee 
were as follows: for omitting the regular meetings of the as- 
sociation during July and August; to establish a sinking fund 
and all surplus money in the treasury at the end of each year 
to be added to such fund, no money to be withdrawn except 
on the written order of the officers of the association pre- 
sented as 2 resolution at one meeting to be acted upon by the 
association at a subsequent meeting; fixing the salary of the 
rg at $50 per year; bonding the treasurer in the sum of 

The report took the usual course, being referred for action 
to the next meeting. The secretary was instructed to notify 
members that the amendments would be voted upon and to 
provide them with copies prior to the date of next meeting. 
Eight candidates were balloted for and one rejected. The 
meeting adjourned at 11 p. m. 
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GREATER NEW YORK. 





Franklin C. Burke’s drug store at Flemington, N. J., was 
partially destroyed by fire recently. 


The drug store of Charles Hitsch, at Sands and Bridge 
streets, Brooklyn Borough, has again changed hands, the pres- 
ent owners being Louis S. Hickwort & Son. 


Arthur J. Heinemann, druggist, of 88 Wall street, has been 
held in $2,500 bail by U. S. Commissioner Shields on a charge 
of selling and having in his possession washed documentary 
stamps. 


The engagement of Edward A. Meinecke, of the Fisher 
Chemical Company, to Miss Marie Hacker, of Sumner avenue, 
Brooklyn, is announced. The marriage will take place early 
in the fall. 


R. A. Miller, formerly a clerk for Reid, Yeomans & Cubit, 
142 Nassau street, left Saturday last for his former home in 
Newburg, N. Y., where he intends engaging in business. E. J. 
Dowell has taken his place. 


The Ward Drug Co., of New York, is a recently incorporated 
institution. The capital stock has been placed at $1,000, and 
the directors are J. R. Van Heusen, Brooklyn, and Mary J. 
Baldwin and Frances Meily, of New York. 


While temporarily insane recently Mrs, Carl Encke, wife of 
a West Hoboken druggist, ran into his pharmacy and demol- 
ished several hundred dollars’ worth of stock before she was 
put under restraint. Her husband has asked that she be 
committed to the Hudson County Insane Asylum. 


Senator Thornton has presented a bill in the Legislature at 
Albany providing that a proprietor of a drug store who files 
a certificate of registration with the State Pharmacy Board 
this month need not file another such certificate as long as he 
remains at the same place of business. ‘ 


Senor B. Legarda, of Manila, Philippine Islands, is a recent 
visitor to these shores. He is at present in Washington en- 
deavoring to secure the Government contract for furnishing 
drugs to the army of occupation. While in this city recently 
he was the guest of Major James B. Horner at the Drug Club. 


Among the newly elected members of the Drug Trade Club 
are William Balbach, of S. B. Wetherill Co.; A. Frank Richard- 
son, Bert M. Moses, of Omega Oil Co.; S. V. V. Huntington and 
F. H. Ketchum. H. F. Baker, of the General Chemical Co., has 
been elected to the Board of Governors to succeed George W. 
Kenyon, resigned. 


Prof. Walter H. Kent, Ph.D., of Brooklyn College of Phar- 
macy, lectured recently in the Franklin Avenue Presbyterian 
“hurch on “‘lae Wonders of Chemistry.” Professor Kent 
held the closest attention of all present by a descriptive 
history of the various thecries of “ Fire,” illustrated by numer- 
ous experiments, which elicited hearty applause. The lecture 
was given under the auspices of the Tuesday Night Club of 
the church. 


Among recent out of town visitors to the trade were Charles 
H. Goodwin, of the Eastern Drug Co., Boston; L. M. Monroe, 
Jy.. of the New Canaan Drug Co., New Canaan, Conn.; J. A. 
Gilman, of Gilman Bros., Boston; Wm. M. Warren, general 
manager for Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit; F. B. Tracy, of C. 
Ptizer & Co., Chicago; A. V. Evans, of Manchester, England, 
and James E. Davis. of Williams, Davis, Brooks & Hinckman 
Sons, Detroit. 


At the recent ineeting of the New York Section of the So- 
ciety of Chemical Industry in the Chemists’ Club, 108 West 
Fifty-fifth street, R. C. Schupphaus, Alan A. Claflin and V. 
Coblentz read papers on the following subjects respectively: 
“Laboratory Method of Determining Temperatures of Ex- 
plosion ” (with practical demonstration), ‘“‘ The Use of Lactic 
acid in the Manufacture of Leather,” and “ A Brief Review of 
the Pharmocopseia Revision and Its Work.” 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY. 


The regular monthly meeting of the New York Section was 
veld in the Assembly Room of the Chemists’ Club at 108 West 
Fifty-fifth street, on February 8, when the following papers 
were read and discussed: T, C, Stearns, “‘ The Chemistry of 
Materials Used in Perfumery and Kindred Arts.” C. W. Vol- 
ney, ‘“ Decomposition of the Chlorids of the Alkali Metals by 
Sulfurie Acid,” with exhibition of crystals. H. T. Vulte and 
Harriet W. Gibson, “‘ Metallic Soaps from Linseed Oil: An In- 
vestigation of Their Solubilities in Certain of the Hydrocar- 
bons.” H.C. Sherman and J. F. Snell, a. “On the Heat of 


Combustion as a Factor in the Analytical Examination of 
Oils.” b. ‘The Heats of Combustion of Some Commercial 
Oils.” 


OWL DRUG CO, MAY LOCATE HERE. 


P. J. Tormey, of the Owl Drug Co., of San Francisco, has 
been spending a few days in the East of late. He left for his 
return home to the Pacific Coast on the 19th inst., going via 
Chicago. 

In relation to the statement published in the last issue of 
the AMERICAN DRvUGGIST, that the Owl Co. was about to locate 
in Chicago, Mr. Tormey said: 

“Tt has been our intention right along to start up both in 
Chicago and New York, but we have not yet been able to find 
a suitable location. As you know, we have a large manufac- 


turing business in San Francisco, and do a large business in - 


proprietary goods on the Coast, so we naturally want an outlet 
in the East. Until we get just what we do want, thougn, we 
shall stay away, and we haven’t found the first-class locations 
yet.” 

In talking of the suits against F. W. Braun & Co., Haas, 
Bruch & Co., the Los Angeles Retail Pharmacists’ Association 
and others, which were recently decided against them, Mr. 
Tormey said that it was not yet definitely decided that they 
would appeal, although he felt confident that if the Owl 
Drug Co. did it would win in the end. 

Mr. Tormey took the same stand in defending the cut-rate 
policy of his company that President Kirkland had. He held 
that it was the only way in which retailers could fight the de- 
partment stores. and claimed that it was the methods of the 
Owl Drug Co. which compelled the big emporiums of San 
I’rancisco to cut out their drug departments. 

Mr. Tormey took exception to the statement that the Owl 
Drug Co. was a bitter foe to the N. A. R. D., but in the same 
breath he upheld the methods which the N. A. R. D. opposes. 

* We are not a ‘ bitter foe to the National Association of 
Retail Drugists,’” he said, “ but they mustn’t try to bulldoze 
us. They can’t come to us and say, ‘ Here, you must do busi- 
ness the way we say, or do none at all.’ We believe in cutting 
down prices to where they should be. The price of drugs is 
too high. There was a time when you paid $7 for a good pair 
of shoes. Who thinks of paying more than $3.50 or $4 now? 

“The question in my mind is just this: Has not a man the 
moral right to buy goods and sell them for what he pleases? 
Will the N. A. R. D. plan stop it? Can they stop manufactur- 
ers and jobbers selling to people who want to buy? The manu- 
— want the people who sell goods, and we are the peo- 
p e.” 





Kings County Pharmaceutical Society. 


Thirty-six applications for membership were received at 
the regular meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety at the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy on February 12. 
Of this number twenty-two, representing the Progressive Phar- 
maceutical Society of Brooklyn, were proposed for membership 
in a body. 

The meeting was called to order by President Oscar Kleine, 
Jr. Dr. Peter W. Ray, treasurer, announced that there was 
$329.50 in the treasury, besides $6,000 for the benefit of the 
College Library Fund. 

As chairman of the Committee on Legislation, Wm. Muir 
reported against the Senate amendment to the military code, 
which reduces in rank pharmacists of the National Guard. 

A lengthy discussion on the plan adopted by the National 
Association of Retaii Druggists for a uniformity of price on 
proprietary medicine followed. Mr. Muir told of good work 
accomplished, and said that the question was whether they 
would remain loyal to one another and not go back to price 
cutting. 

President Kleine told how twenty of his colleagues in the 
profession had organized a local society in the Bushwick sec- 
tion, and that it had already a membership of thirty-seven. 
President Kleine suggested that similar organizations should 
be organized all over the Greater New York. 

H. O. Wichelns complained that many druggists were vio- 
lating the uniform schedule of prices. Other members sug- 
gested that a price-list should be given out. 

Prof. William C. Anderson, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists, gave a general review of the prog- 
ress of the plan. He said that if the retailers stand by one 
another there was only success in sight for them. 

Professor Anderson announced that the Bushwick Pharma- 
ceutical Society had donated $22.75 to the Kings County So- 
ciety to continue the good work for the uniform schedule of 
prices. Fifty-seven dollars more were donated by the members 
present. 
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Annual Reception of Brooklyn’s Alumni Association. 


One of the most enjoyable affairs of the entire winter social 
season in Brooklyn was the ninth annual reception of the 
Alumni Association of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy at 
the Pierrepont Assembly Rooms, 153 Pierrepont street, on 
the evening of February 13. 

There was a short musical programme before dancing began 
at 10 o’clock, and at midnight supper was served. The music 
was generally of a popular order, and the committees having 
charge of the reception showed their proficiency in making 
their guests feel at home. They were: 

Floor Committee—J. F. Crawford, ’95, chairman; D. K. 
Browd, ’99; W. Bussenschutt, ’95; W. Morris, ’99; A. P. Loh- 
ness, Phar.D. 

Reception Committee—F.. P. Tuthill, Phar.D., 98, chairman; 
Walter Bryan, M.D.; H. M. Borchers, ’97; T. W. Curran, ’99; 
E. S. Howell, ’00; J. L. Mayer, Phar.D., ’98; C. H. Meyer, 
Phar.D., ’98; S. L. Wood, ’94; Edward Kleine, ’00; Frank Mor 
risey, 96; W. Muir, Phar.D., ’97; Philip Nehrbas, ’93; John 
Schmitt, 99; C. Vandersande, ’98; E. J. Woelfle, ’99. 

Press Committee—W. Schroeder, Phar.D., ’00; chairman; 
W. H. Doppler, ‘99; A. E. Hegeman, Phar.D., ’97; E. H. Bart- 
ley, M.D.,; W. H. Berney, ’99. 

Officers—President, Andrew Myhr, ’99; first vice-president, 
Fred. Schroeder, Jr., ’00; second vice-president, J. M. Buckley, 
D. V. S., 700; secretary, G. A. Mulvaney, ’95; financial secre- 
tary, F. H. Weyer, ’96; treasurer, W. C. Anderson, ’92; reg- 
istrar, A. H. Brundage, M.D.., ’92. 





Whitall, Tatum & Company Reorganize. 


The Millville (N. J.) “Republican” of February 18 pub- 
lishes the following announcement of the dissolution and re- 
organization of the Whitall Tatum Company: The firm of 
Whitall Tatum & Co., is this day dissolved by mutual con- 
sent. The business heretofore conducted by said firm has been 
sold and transferred to Whitall Tatum Company, a corpora- 
tion organized under the iaws of New Jersey, which assumes 
all of the obligations and debts of said firm, and is entitled to 
collect and receive all accounts and indebtedness owing to it. 
Signed C. A. Tatum. J. M. Whitall, J. W. Nicholson, A. H. 
Tatum. 





Annual Meeting of the Perfumers’ Association. 


The annual meeting of the Manufacturing Perfumers’ Asso- 
ciation of the United States took place in this city on Wednes- 
day, February 13. The following officers for the coming year 
were elected: President, James BE. Davis, of the Michigan Drug 
Company, Detroit, Mich.; first vice-president, Gilbert Colgate, 
of Colgate & Co., New York; second vice-president, Adolph 
Spiehler, of Rochester; secretary, Monroe P. Lind, of Schan- 
dein & Lind, Philadelphia; treasurer, Harry S. Woodworth, 
Rochester. 

President Davis has named the working committees as fol- 
Ows: 

Executive Board—Theo. Ricksecker, New York, chairman; 
Henry Dalley, New York; Alfred G. Wright, Rochester; Stur- 
gis Coffin, New York; Robert C. Eastman, Cincinnati. 

Committee on Legislation—Henry Dalley, New York, chair- 
— Alfred G. Wright, Rochester; Theo. Ricksecker, New 
York. 

Committee on Membership—W. B. Robeson, New York, 
chairman (Antoine Chiris, New York); Carl F. Brucker, New 
York (Fritzsche Bros., New York); Sig. Leerburger, New York 
(Leerburger Bros., New York); Christian Beilstein, New York 
(Dodge & Olcott, New York). 

Committee on Foreign Goods—Gilbert Colgate, New York, 
chairman; Adolph Spiehler, Rochester; Justin E. Smith, De- 
troit; Alex. Barry, New York; Chas. Wright, Detroit. 

Committee on Trade Interests and Fraternal Relations— 
Alfred G. Wright, Rochester, chairman; Otto P. Meyer, St. 
Louis; C. C. Jenks, Jackson; B. D. Baldwin, Chicago; Geo. 
Lueders, New York; C. H. Seleck, Jr. 

Committee on Freight and Transportation—Justin E. Smith, 
Detroit, chairman; Joseph Cave, Philadelphia; A. J. Hilbert, 
Milwaukee; C. L. Cotton, Earlville. 

Committee on Revision of the Constitution and By-laws— 
Robert C. Eastman, Cincinnati, chairman; Henry Dalley, New 
York; Sturgis Coffin, New York; John A. Oakley, New York. 

Committee on Undervaluations of Importations—Richard 
A. Hudnut, New York, chairman; Frank Woodworth, Roches- 
ter; Gilbert Colgate, New York; Walter T. Kirk, Chicago. 
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Improvement in Busicess—Work of the All State Boatd of Phar- 
macy—Practical Work in the Board Examinations. 





Buffalo, February 22.—There is uniformly a good report 
from the Buffalo retail drug stores, which is a great improve- 
ment from the former condition of things, when even the most 
fortunately situated and the best salesmen in the business 
were afraid that there would be something like a general col- 
lapse in the trade. There seems to be mtuch more courage 
now, and there is any amount of expectation of the summer, 
with its great crowds of Pan-American visitors, that ought 
to more than double the sales of. certain articles sold by drug- 
gists, especially soda water. The winter opened with a big 
sale of all sorts of medicine for grip, but it took the cold 
weather of the last of January, that continued into February 
past the middle, to stop the spread of it. Now the demand is 
especially for vaccine virus, as the reports of smallpox are 
apparently on the increase all over the State. In olden times 
this would be an occasion for seeking the disease and being 
over it, for all cases, as a rule, are mild. 

The Western Division of the State Board of Pharmacy 
has already noted a decided improvement in methods over 
those of the old board. The regulation requiring the applica- 
tions for examination to be in a week before the day of meet- 
ing enables the board to prepare for the work in a way not 
possible before. This was made necessary by the rule requir- 
ing practical demonstration as part of the examination. This 
new feature has taught the board some things as well as the 
applicants. When the January list of preparations, pills, 
emulsions and other compounds was brought out and set be- 
fore the members of the board, there was a chorus of ohs and 
ahs sent up that was not complimentary to the makers of the 
“doses.” They were about as inartistic and incompatible a 
lot as any one could imagine. The mixtures would not mix, 
the pills were of all colors, and often were ready to drop in 
pieces. The result was that practically everybody failed, and 
it will be so again unless a better showing can be made. The 
next examination will include ten applicants for druggists’ 
licenses and five for pharmacists’. : 


FIRST EXAMINATION IN ROCHESTER UNDER THE NEW LAW. 


Rochester, February 20.—Pursuant to the State Pharmacy 
Law passed April 25, 1900, the first pharmaceutical examina- 
tion to be held under its operation will be conducted simul- 
taneously in Rochester and Albany, February 20. The first 
vice-president of the new State board, Byron M. Hyde, of this 
city, assisted by Charles B. Sears, a member of the State 
Board from Auburn, will conduct the examination in Roches- 
ter in the Common Council chamber. 

Prior to the passage of the new pharmacy law the drug 
business of the State was in a disorganized condition. There 
were several local boards, and licenses secured under one of 
these boards were not recognized by the others. This necessi- 
tated the candidate for a pharmaceutical position to go to 
extra expense of time and trouble to obtain a new certificate 
if he wished to practice his profession outside of the jurisdic- 
tion of the board under whom he was licensed. Besides this, 
the regulations of the boards were not always rigidly enforced, 
and it followed, of course, that in some places small drug 
stores did business without a registered pharmacist in charge, 
and even in large cities department stores were equally regard- 
less of the laws. 

It is the hope of the friends of the new law that the cen- 
tralization of authority in a State board will obviate these 
irregularities. Time will be given for keepers of country drug 
stores to qualify themselves legally, and the department stores 
are already complying with the law. 

For convenience in conducting examinations the State board 
has divided the State into three districts, the eastern, middle 
and western. The examinations for the eastern division will 
be held in New York, those of the western in Buffalo, and 
those of the middle in Albany and Rochester. 


BUFFALO ITEMS. 


Lee W. Miller, for some time connected with the pharmacy 
of Smith & Thurstone, Buffalo, has engaged with Dr. Gregory 
at his Genesee pharmacy in the same city. 

The Bonsteel drug store, in Jamestown, has been sold to 
Frank S. McCarthy, who was for some time connected with 
one of the Smither drug stores in Buffalo. 

The Dodds Medicine Company has lately increased its busi- 
ness in the West, particularly in Oklahoma and the Indian 
Territory, but is not pushing its business in Buffalo, although 
that is its principal office. 








The Austin drug store, on William street, Buffalo, better 
known as the Haberstro store, has been sold to A. F. Kuhn, 
well known in the Buffalo trade, having been clerk with 
Denny & Field and others. 

Hilie D. Walters, a graduate of the Buffalo College of Phar- 
macy, who has been clerking for the past four years for H. 
G. Pierson, at Hornellsville, N. Y., has bought out Mr. Pier- 
son’s southside pharmacy under his own name. 


The newspaper man has gone the rounds of the political 
headquarters in Buffalo once more and finds that among the 
people on the Republican side who‘are prominently mentioned 
for Mayor are druggists R. K. Smither and Thomas Stoddart. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club will go to Rochester 
and try titles with the drug club there on March 7. There 
will be some big scores run up if the Rochesterians exhibit any 
special gameness, as the Buffalo men are still feeling sore over 
their defeat by a very small score at the hands of a city club 
some weeks ago. 

Since the burning out of the Chase Medicine Company in 
Buffalo, the company has opened new offices in the Coal and 
Iron Exchange, and is really in much better shape than for- 
merly in many respects. It is reported, however, that Manager 
Bates of the company is seriously ill in Toronto, an old difii- 
eulty having been aggravated by the fire. 


The Buffalo Drug Company has elected the following offi- 
cers: President, R. K. Smither; secretary, Horace P. Hayes; 
treasurer, Hugh A. Sloan. The company has not admitted 
many members till now, as it was felt that the best way would 
be to go slow, but it has done so well that a provision has 
now been made for the enlargement of the list. 


It is reported in Buffalo that the ‘“‘ Hutch” people, other- 
wise the Woodward Chemical Company, lately so prominent 
in poster advertising circles, are about to resume business; in 
fact, have already started up again in Canada. Manager F. U. 
Kahle was in Buffalo a day or two ago and reported that he 
was well provided with the wherewithal and should soon 
open a new campaign. 

The minimum price list plan that the Erie County Phar- 
maceutical Association has lately put to the trial is reported 
to be an entire success so far. The addition of R. K. Smither 
and H. P. Hayes to the working committee is found to be a 
good move, and it is discovered that even some of the concerns 
tha# are naturally inclined to cut the price of proprietary 
medicines are maintaining the official prices, although they 
did not sign the agreement. The friends of the movement are 
feeling very much encouraged. . 


Fire from another building found its way to the offices and 
general stock of the Chase Medicine Company, of Buffalo, and 
ruined the entire establishment, the loss being very largely 
from water, as is usual in such cases. Manager Bates has 
not become discouraged on that account, however, as he had 
too good a business established for that, and he at ounce opened 
another office, and the supply of remedies goes on as before. 
Buffalo has been getting a reputation for burning out drug 
and medicine specialists lately, the Maltbie Chemical Com- 
pany and Howard Bros. suffering a few days previous to the 
A. W. Chase Company. 


The Western Section of the State Board of Pharmacy has 
held several special meetings during the month to assist in 
the registration of stores, and especially for the purpose of 
answering the many questions that members of the trade are 
constantly bringing up as to the law. Not a few rulings have 
to be made where the law is in need of special interpretation. 
The disposition in all cases appears to be to give as liberal.a 
construction of the law as it will admit, especially in case 
a narrow ruling would add to the cost or increase the incon- 
venience of any druggist in complying with the directions. A 
system of cross reporting from one section of the board to the 
others keeps all members informed as to the action taken, so 
that there will be no contradictions possible. 


University Day will be observed by the University of Buf- 
falo, on Washington’s Birthday, by a general meeting at the 
Star Theatre. An address will be given by Dr. Rush Rhees, 
president of the Rochester University. The plan is expected 
to place the institution in the public eye as much as possible, 
and may some day pave the way to a liberal endowment on 
the part of some public-spirited citizen. The sophomore class 
in the medical department of the university is now receiving 
its examination for work done in the laboratory of the phar- 
maceutical department, one branch of the school thus lending 
its assistance to another. The idea in this case is to make the 
students as familiar as possible with the physical appearance 
of both simples and compounds, with which they must deal 
in their practice. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Hearings on Pharmacy Billk—No Change in Pharmacists’ Liquor 
License—A New Anti-Substitution Law. 








Boston, February 20.—There was a hearing at the State 
House recently on the bill to increase the fee for sixth-class 
licenses from $1 to $500. Representative Cook, its chief and 
only advocate, made some ridiculous statements in his speech 
in favor of the petition. In fact, what he said was enough 
to kill the measure, if anything in the wordy line is necessary. 
Henry Faxon, of Quincy, a noted temperature advocate, dif- 
fered from Mr. Cook and thought no change necessary. Presi- 
dent Nixon and Secretary Tilden of the Board of Pharmacy, 
opposed the measure and explained the board’s methods of 
dealing with the liquor handled by drug stores. The com- 
mittee subsequently gave Mr. Cook leave to withdraw. The 
same finding was meted out to the bill requiring members of 
the Board of Pbarmacy to be College of Pharmacy men. 

A hearing was given this week on the bill providing that 
no druggist shall be deprived of his license on the ground 
that he has been convicted of an illegal sale of liquor. It was 
opposed by President Nixon and Secretary Tilden of the 
Board of Pharmacy, and others on the ground that it was the 
only way to prevent illegal sales by certain druggists, that 
after conviction by the courts their certificates as registered 
pharmacists could be suspended or revoked. 

A bill has been reported making only one signature neces- 
sary in the recording of sales of liquor, and has reached the 
engrossment stage in one branch. Another Dill of interest 
to the trade has just received favorable action at the hands 
of the committee. It allows persons who have received State 
or local aid to purchase liquor from druggists on prescriptions 
of duly registered physicians. 

There has been a hearing on the bill concerning the use 
of preservatives in articles of food or drink. The measure 
does not prohibit the use of these substances, but makes 
it necessary to acquaint the purchasers of their presence by 
means of a label. 


TO PREVENT SUBSTITUTION. 


There is every indication that interested parties have taken 
action to attempt to have a law adopted to prevent substitu- 
tion. Two bills have been introduced into the Legislature 
and both have been referred to the Public Health Commit- 
tee. One of these measures strikes out Section 19, Chapter 
897 of the Acts of 1896, and inserts in its place the following: 
“ Whoever fraudulently adulterates, for the purpose of sale, 
any drug, medicine or beverage, or sells any fraudulently 
adulterated drug, medicine or beverage, or substitutes any 
drug, medicine or beverage as and for a different drug, medi- 
cine or beverage, shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail 
not exceeding one year, or by fine not exceeding four hundred 
dollars; and all such adulterated or substituted drugs, medicines 
or beverages shall be forfeited and destroyed under the direc- 
tion of the court.” 

The other bill is more specific in its bearing upon the pro- 
prietary business. It follows: “It shall be unlawful for 
any one, by himself, his agents or servants, in the sale of any 
article of food or drink, or any drug or medicinal or pro- 
prietary preparation, to substitute for or give or deliver for 
and instead of any such article, drug or preparation bought 
or called for under any trade or other identifying or dis- 
tinguishing designation, any article other than the orfe so 
bought or called for and designated, without informing the 
purchaser of such substitution.” The penalty is a fine not 
exceeding $500, or imprisonment not exceeding one -year. 
The name of ex-Governor J. Q. A. Brackett is down as a 
petitioner on the first bill. 


WORKING FOR THE WORCESTER PLAN, 


The retailers engaged in pushing the Worcester plan are 
doing a great deal of quiet but effective work. The com- 
mittee is very enthusiastic and is anticipating good results. 
Gilman Brothers have already placed the printing matter 
upon their bill heads and in issuing their monthly statements 
are sending out notices mentioning the goods restricted by 
this plan. Local druggists are just waking up to the impor- 
tance of the Physicians’ Supply Company, recently organized. 
in its influence upon the retail trade. F. M. Harris, Ph.G., of 
Worcester, and F. W. Reeves of Cambridge, are said to be 
prime movers in the concern. The stockholders are to be 
largely physicians and it is given out that $30,000 worth of 
stock has been subscribed. Besides taking away what little 
trade the druggist has left in supplying physicians, the new 
company proposes to let physicians have their goods at 25 
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per cent. less than the price to the trade. Then there is likely 
to be an additional rub from physician stockholders prescrib- 
ing the new concern’s specialties and practically forcing the 
druggist to carry them in stock. The idea looks like un- 
pleasant realism for the retailer. 


THE SECOND ANNUAL BALL OF THE CAMBRIDGE DRUG CLERKS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


was held in Institute Hall, East Cambridge, on the night of 
February 13. About 500 people were in attendance, and the 
affair was a success, both from a social and financial stand- 
point. The hall was handsomely decorated in crimson, pink 
and blue. 

President William M. Kelley was floor marshal and Vice- 
President Frank L. Shaughnessy floor director. The aids were: 
William J. Sullivan, Frank L. Lundergan, James Doherty, 
Frank Abare, Lucius L. Gillett, James Williams, George H. 
McDonald, Joseph P. Philips, Wiliiam C. Higgins, Edward J. 
Malloney, Dennis Coady, Thomas M. Mullen, James Quinn, 
John Haverty, Edward Haverty, Earl Coombs, Edward A. 
Counihan, Edward A. Breen, C. Earl Watson, James P. Sul- 
livan, William J. Reagan, John A. Powers, Thomas F. Austin, 
W. F. J. Kelley, ‘W. B. Lamkuhl and John J. Quinn. 


ADULTERATED DRUGS. 


The State Board of Health examined 54 specimens of drugs 
during the month of January and found only 20 to be of good 
quality. The samples of drugs adulterated were Aqua Dis- 
tillata, Acidum Tannicum, Calx Chlorata, Capsicum, Ex- 
tractum Glyecyrrhize, Glycerinum, Sodii Phosphas, Spiritus 
Frumenti and Tinctura Iodi. Nine samples of confectionery 
were also tested and all complied with the legal standard. 


THE BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN PHARMACY 


held an examination for the registration of candidates Feb- 
ruary 5. Ten applicants appeared and the following named 
passed a successful examination and were granted certificates: 
Cecil T. Duncan, Woburn and James A. Berry, Somerville. 
Mr. Duncan is a member of the senior class M. C. P. 


HUB NEWS. 


Richard J. Willis recently failed; liabilities, $1,634.29; as- 
sets, $141.50. 


Fred 8S. Schmidt, Ph.G., M.D., Instructor in General Chemis- 
try at the M. C. P., has been ill for several days, but his eon- 
dition is now greatly improved. 


Joseph Petluck, 95 Leverett street, was arrested January 
22, charged with arson. The store was on fire on the night of 
January 1, and the damage amounted to $25. The stock and 
fixtures were insured for $2,500. 


The Blue Seal Supply Company, to put up and sell soda 
water, ginger ale and other liquors lawfully manufactured, 
$50,000 capital stock, has just been incorporated at Augusta, 
Me. President and treasurer, Charles D. McKey, Brookline, 
Mass. Certificate approved January 11. 


STATE JOTTINGS. 


Monson L. Wetherell, a prominent druggist of Gloucester, 
died suddenly on January 15. 


James W. Tufts has recently shipped a new fountain to 
Dunbar’s drug store, Taunton. 


The store of Gaffey & Co., Union street, Lynn, was the 
scene of a fire January 20. The loss is placed at $1,500, in- 
sured. 


Simard & Precourt are to open a new store in Leominster. 
F. W. Simard of this firm is a prominent druggist of Clinton 
and will continue in business in the latter place. 


A bill has been introduced into the Legislature prohibiting 
the manufacture or sale of cigarettes in this State and making 
the fine for manufacturing $500, and for selling $25. 


Harriman & Foster, Whitinsville, are to move into a new 
store the first of next month. The new store is in the block 
adjoining the old place of business, which the firm has occu- 
pied for the past 18 years. The new establishment will be 
equipped with a new Tufts fountain and carbonator. 


The new chief of police of Taunton recently commenced a 
crusade against liquor selling and had two strangers, spotters, 
calling upon druggists. The strangers professed to have a 
prescription which they wanted filled to alleviate a severe case 
of illness in the family. But in no case, so far as can be 
learned, was the prescription filled, and the sick person, who 
is suspected to be the chief of police, is probably still suffering. 
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Monthly College Meeting—The New Pharmacy Bill Introduced— 
Legislation on Poison Sales—Bowlers Enthusiastic. 





Philadelphia, February 22.—On February 19 the regular 
monthly pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy was held, and the following papers read: “ Re- 
marks on a New Cold Cream and Other Ointments,” by Wil- 
liam C. Alpers, Se.D., New York City; “ Oxygenated Petro- 
latum,” M. 1. Wilbert; ‘Why do Syrups Spoil?” Alfred I. 
Cohn, New York City; “ Assay of Coca,” William R. Lamar, 
New York City; “Gum Mastic,” Henry C. C. Maisch, Ph.D.; 
“The Ebulliscope,” William R. Lamar, New York City. 

On February 11, Robert C. Shuster, cashier for Shoemaker 
& Busch, was arrested on the charge of embezzlement and 
locked up in the Fifth and Race street station house. As he 
was leaving his house he was arrested, and it is said when 
brought before the firm he confessed his guilt. He was 
brought before Magistrate Keenan and held in $1,200 bail for 
trial. As it was in the afternoon he was locked up in the sta- 
tion house until the next day, when he was removed to jail. 
While in the cell he took some kind of poison and it was only 
through the prompt action of the police officials that his life 
was saved. 


TO AMEND THE PHARMACY LAW. 


On February 11 Senator Snyder, of Chester County, intro- 
duced a bill in the Legislature suplementing an act regulating 
the practice of pharmacy and sale of poisons and to prevent 
adulteration in drugs and medical preparations, which makes 
additional regulations in regard to the practice of pharmacy 
and the sale of medicines and poisons, enlarges and defines the 
powers of the State pharmaceutical board, imposes penalties 
and disposes of fines so collected. 

On the same day Representative Stulb, of Philadelphia, 
introduced a bill supplementing the act of May 24, 1887, relative 
to the sale of poisons, making additional regulations in regard 
to the practice of pharmacy and the sale of medicine and poi- 
sons, enlarging and defining the powers of the State Pharma- 
ceutical Examining Board and imposing penalties for viola- 
tions. ° 

There is to be considerable legislation in regard to the drug 
trade done at this session of the Legislature. The Philadelphia 
Retail Druggists’ Association has a committee hard at work 
on this matter and the mayor also is desirous. of having a 
bill passed which will make it harder to secure poisons. The 
frequency and ease with which many ruffians secured knock 
out drops has caused him to have a committee formed, com- 
posed of some of the leading druggists here, to prepare a bill 
which will in a great measure put a stop to the sale of these 
poisons. 


THE PHILADELPHIA WHOLESALE BOWLING LEAGUE 


is rolling merrily on and the rollers are making better scores. 
There is considerable interest being taken in the matter and 
every Tuesday and Thursday nights a game is played. The 
season began on January 25 and the last game is scheduled for 
April 30. On February 5, teams composed of the ‘“‘ Wander- 
ers” and Shoemaker & Busch were pitted against each other, 
the first named team winning all three games. The total for 
each game being as follows: ; 


First Second Third 
game. game. game. 
af Sila GRRE Pg a er Ses 540 540 576 
Shoemaker & Busch............ 445 486 73 


On February 7 teams from Aschenbach & Miller and H. 
K. Mulford Co. met and it resulted in a victory for Aschenbach 
& Miller, this team winning the second and third game and 
losing the first. The game on the 12th inst. between Smith, 
Kline & French Co. and R. Shoemaker & Co. was interesting. 
The first game was won by R. Shoemaker & Co. by the score of 
664 to 612. But the second and third games were easy vic- 
tories for Smith, Kline & French Co. ‘The feature of the 
game was the fine work of Nixon of the winning team, he mak- 
ing a score of 200 in the second game and a total of 491. 

The teams from Whitall, Tatum & Co. and Shoemaker & 
Busch met on February 14, and it resulted in an easy victory 
for the former, it winning the three games and having a total 
of 2015 as against 1430. 


PHILADELPHIA POINTERS. 


Thomas Potts, the popular druggist at Seventeenth and 
Montgomery avenue, has been seriously ill with the grippe, 
but is now on the road to recovery. 
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Frank Farrell, druggist of Morrellville, was called upon re- 
cently to mourn the death of his father, a prominent citizen of 
that place. 


Among the nominations made for members of council are 
the names of the following druggists: Lawson C. Funk, Ben- 
net L. Smedley, Dr. J. H. Romig, J. H. B. Amick. 


Robert C. Shuster, cashier for the wholesale drug house of 
Shoemaker, Busch & Co., Philadelphia, was recently held in 
$1,200 bail on a charge of falsifying the pay rolls of the estab- 
lishment, by which he obtained about $500. 


Leidy Seipel, one of the oldest and best known of Philadel- 
phia’s druggists, died on February 12. Mr. Seipel had been in 
business at Fourth and Poplar streets for over half a century. 
He was 69 years old, and succeeded Philip H. Horn, whose ap- 
prentice he had been in 1877. He leaves two daughters and a 
son, 


A new factory for Robert M. Green & Sons, the soda foun- 
tain manufacturers, is to be erected at 1413 to 1421 Vine 
street, Philadelphia. The plans show a five story building, 95 
x 66 feet, the front of Pompeiian brick, trimmed with granite 
and terra cotta, and the contract includes three power ele- 
vators, steam heating, electric lighting, engines and boilers. 
When completed it will be a great improvement to the neigh- 
borhood, and it is said will be the finest factory in the soda 
fountain business in the United States. The estimated cost is 
$75,000. 


The druggists of Montgomery County met recently at Nor- 
ristown and formed a permanent organization, the object of 
which is to promote the social and permanent relations among 
the druggists of the county. 'Those who were present entered 
into the spirit of the meeting and object with great interest 
and 2 permanent organization was the result. The following 
oificers were elected: President, Dr. W. H. Reed, of Norris- 
town; vice-president, E. S. Cheshore, of Pottstown; secretary, 
Charles B, Ashton, Norristown; treasurer, S. W. Cricket, of 
Overbrook. The next meeting will be held at the same place 
on March 12. 





OHIO. 


A Former Cincinnatian Attempts Suicide—A Sharper Uses the 
Name <f Lloyd Bros. to Swindle the D.ug Trade. 








Cincinnati, February 20.—Cincinnati druggists were dum- 
founded this week to learn that Frank L. Evans, son of Mr. 
Jason Evans, for many years in the drug business at Fifth 
and Walnut streets, where Herman Serodina now has an 
elegant store, had taken morphine with suicidalintentina hotel 
at Huntington, W. Va. Few Cincinnati young men were better 
known than Frank Evans. His father is now a leading stock- 
holder in the Evans Chemical Company on Walnut street, near 


Third. When he ran the long-established pharmacy at Fifth - 


and Walnut streets, however, his son Frank was his principal 
assistant and adviser. Of late the young man has been acting 
as a prescription clerk at Proctorville, Ohio. He is thirty-five 
years old and has been in poor health for some time past. 
Mr. Evans has an estimable wife and child living at Higgins- 
port, Ohio. For a long time he was a leader in Cincinnati 
church and social circles, and his rash act was a great sur- 
prise to his many Queen City relatives and friends. A note 
was found near him in the hotel in which it was stated that 
he had taken sixty grains of morphine. He asked that his 
relatives be not notified. At last reports his condition was 
regarded as extremely critical. 


BEWARE OF MR. REYNOLDS. 


It has been stated that a man giving the name of George 
Reynolds has been securing small sums of money from 
various druggists throughout the State by claiming to be a 
representative of Lloyd Brothers, the well known wholesale 
druggists and manufacturing chemists of Cincinnati. ‘ The 
man is a rank swindier,” said Prof. John Uri Lloyd to the 
writer. “I have never heard of him before, and I wish you 
would be kind enough to put the druggists on their guard 
against him. He should be apprehended and we will not fail 


to prosecute him in the event of his capture. Mr. Bart Whit- | 


aker is our representative in the territory that ‘Mr. Reynolds 7 
has been operating in. 


CUT RATES IN CLEVELAND. 


W. G. Marshall, who conducts a pharmacy at No 261 Su- 
Perior street, at the corner of the Public Square, and is one of 
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Cleveland’s well-known pharmacists, and up to the time of 
his purchasing the department of drugs in the dry goods house 
of the Williams & Rogers Co. a member of the N. O. D. A., has 
forfeited his right to hold membership in the N. O. D. A. 
Consequently Mr. Marshall has notified the public he has with- 
drawn from the association and advertises his pharmacy as a 
“cut-rate store,’ “anti-trust druggist,” ete. Mr. Marshall 
maintains that the N. O. D. A. is a drug trust and caused to 
be published in one of Cleveland’s daily papers advertisements 
to that effect. 

While Cleveland pharmacists nave had a few dry goods 
stores that have drug departments to contend with regarding 
prices, they have been able to cope with the situation very 
successfully. Nearly if not all of Cleveland’s druggists are 
members of the N. O. D. A., due to the efforts of the asso- 
ciation’s organizer, E. R. Cooper. The N. O. D. A. holds meet- 
ings in the interests of its members and does not confine itself 
to business entirely, as there are several social features con- 
nected with it and thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed by the 
members. 

The druggists are meeting all prices on patent and pro- 
prietary medicines, and some of the down town druggists are 
going Mr. Marshall a few cents better on foods and toilet 
preparations. The action taken by the druggists to meet all 
“cut-rate” prices is a very commendable one at this time, 
thereby holding their trade until such time as the “ cut-rate 
store’ is known no more. 

The druggists are displaying goods with prices marked upon 
them, and attractive signs appear in the pharmacy windows 
reading ‘‘ Anti-Trust Prices,” “The Anti-Trust Drug Store,” 
““Ags advertised,” etc. Several druggists were interviewed by 
your correspondent regarding the outcome of Mr. Marshall’s 
atcion. They all regretted the step taken by him and believe 
that he will be unable to keep up his stock, as goods are being 
carefully traced to cutters, when they have been fortunate 
enough to get hold of them. The cutter finds it more difficult 
every day to purchase goods. 


HEARD ABOUT THE CITY. 


Eugene Spangenberg, the well known pharmacist, mourns 
the death of his estimable wife. 


Hale, Justis & Co. signed the petition commending Gover- 
nor Nash for his efforts to prevent the prize fight here. 


Andy Diebold, who has opened a pharmacy in Clifton, is 
doing a nice business in that classic hill-top suburb. 


Hon. C. P. Calvert is still Mayor of Hartwell, and his ad- 
ministration is giving satisfaction to all classes of citizens. 


Herman Brunke, the Hyde Park druggist, was married last 
week to Miss Winifred M. Humphrey, an estimable young 
lady. 

Herman Koehnken, the widely known Walnut Hills drug- 
gist, was compelled to assign for the benefit of his creditors 
recently. 

John B. Alic has purchased John Ruppert’s Price Hill phar- 
macy. The store is at 3646 Warsaw avenue. It will be re- 
modeled. 


Louis Kusnick, the former well-known prescription expert, 
is just recovering from an attack of typhoid fever. He now 
wears glasses. 


In the recent conflagration which destroyed the Grand 
Opera House, Weatherhead’s pharmacy was badly scorched 
in several places. 


Sigmund Levy, who recently purchased the Spangenberg 
pharmacy at Fifth and Plum streets, is a graduate of the Wis- 
consin University. 


A few nights ago a burglar broke into Edward Voss’s 
pharmacy at Twelfth and Vine streets and carried away some 
valuable merchandise. 


Matthew M. Yorston, the popular Central avenue pharma- 
cist, is slowly recovering from the attack of paralysis which 
he suffered a year ago. 


A man named Daniel Bartley recently tried to demolish 
Goetze Brothers’ Lockland pharmacy with a chair. He was 
subdued after a struggle. 


A large number of druggists recently enjoyed a pleasure 
trip to Aurora, Ind., and back on an Ohio River steamer. All 
got back safely on time. 

Dr. Este Weatherhead, son of the veteran pharmacist at 


Sixth and Vine streets, has just returned from an extended 
trip to New York and the Hast. 
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E. F. Hollenbeck, who recently purchased the Berube 
pharmacy at Main and Rockdale avenues, Avondale, is mak- 
ing many friends on the hill top. 


Charles Wiebold, who recently acquired possession of the 
old pharmacy at Eighth and Baymiller streets, is doing a 
nice business and promises to do still better. 


Houston Renaker, the well-known young pharmacist, of 
Cynthiana, Ky., who has been in poor health for some time 
past, has gone to Florida to spend the remainder of the winter. 


Emil Schultz, one of the veterans in the drug line, has taken 
the place of Gus Danziger on the road for the Stein, Vogeler 
Drug Company. Mr. Schultz makes friends wherever he goes. 


George C. Beck & Sons recently sold their pretty pharmacy 
at Lancaster, Ohio, to Moody & Co. This is one of the best 
stores in Southern Ohio and the new firm will surely do well. 


The progressive druggists of Dayton, Ohio, recently held 
an animated meeting and discussed plans for entertaining the 
Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association delegates who assemble 
in the Gem City shortly. 


K. B. Stubblefield, who has been identified with the drug 
business for many years as a clerk, has opened a pharmacy 
on his own account at Ashland, Ky. According to reports he is 
prospering. 


-Lyman B. Rosenfeld, the clever pharmacist who is well 
known throughout Kentucky, has purchased the store of Wil- 
liam M. Talley at Henderson. He is popular and will most 
surely succeed. 


Gus Danzieger, who made many friends while on the road 
for the Stein, Vogeler Company, is now selling absorbent 
cotton, bandages and plasters and is making a hit in handling 
this line of goods. 


F. H. Dunn, the popular pharmacist of Bainbridge, Ohio, 
who has been in Cincinnati for some time past under treat- 
ment by an eminent aurist, is mucu improved and will return 
home in a short time. 


Dr. 8. L. Beeler, the clever Hamilton druggist, has given 
his pharmacy a coat of paint and otherwise decorated the 
interior of the place. When future other decorations have 
been made it will be a pretty store. 


Bennett Brothers, of Fulton, whose store was deslivyed by 
fire a short time ago, were out of harness only twenty-four 
hours, as they bought the stock of R. A. Kellum. They al- 
lowed no grass to grow under their feet. 


Drs. A. Palmer and A. W. Paris, of Fulton, Ky., have crossed 
the Tennessee border and bought the establishment of H. J. 
Collins. The two physicians are well equipped to conduct a 
modern drug store, and will surely succeed. 


Col. E. P. Burr, an eld time pharmacist, of Auburn, Ky., 
has decided to embark in the jobbing business with a well 
known firm of the Falls City. His wide acquaintance and 
pleasing personality will aid him materially. 


Albert K. Taylor, who was for many years identified with 
the drug business in Wilmington, Ohio, is completing his stud- 
ies in this city at a dental college. When through he will open 
an office in California with his brother Frank. 


Arthur A. Krehbeil has succeeded to the drug business of 
Krehbeil Brothers at Dayton, Ohio. There is no doubt that 
his single handed battle for business will make a hit with 
Gem City people who appreciate courteous treatment. 


A few days ago a well dressed woman with a pretty face 
slipped out of Dow’s Vine street pharmacy carrying a poor 
box which contained nearly $5 worth of nickels and dimes 
intended for the Working Boys’ Home on Sycamore street. 


Otto H. Betz, the well known pharmacist, last week asked 
the Board of Public Service to appoint a district physician for 
the Twenty-sixth Ward. Mr. Betz is constantly on the look- 
out for the poor people and is justly known as a philantropist. 


Oscar C. Rhoades, formerly in the drug business at Terre 
Haute, Ind., has purchased the pharmacy of Hohnholz & Co., 
at Fort Wayne. Mr. Rhoades has had a varied experience in 
the drug business, and will doubtless make his new place a 
winner. 

The drug store of C. B. Varden & Co. at Paris, Ky., was 
recently destroyed by fire. The store was one of the hand- 
somest in Kentucky and was well stocked in every depart- 
ment. It will be rebuilt. The loss sustained by the firm was 
fully covered by insurance. 
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Business Quiet—Cut Rate Question Resting—Troubles in Romeo— 
Easier Conditions in Grand Rapids. 





Detroit, February 20.—The rush of business incident to 
the grip is slowly quieting down and we are taking it a little 
easier, still the trade in general is in good shape. Manufac- 
turers with all they can do, wholesalers rushed with orders 
and the retail man getting his share. ‘ 

The cut rate question is ever a source of interest to the 
drug trade. Here, just at present, it is taking something of 
a rest. Negotiations are on for a further increase in the prices 
on the agreed list, but no results are reported. As a prelim- 
inary to these negotiations the local association has made 
official mention of the fact that as far as their own business 
interests will permit, all firms doing busines with the drug 
trade here will confer a favor by treating all alike, there 
now being harmony and cordial relations among the Detroit 
druggists. 

On the other hand, a gigantic cut rate war is on in the town 
of Romeo. This place is about the size of a two ounce 
graduate and as numerously populated as a 500 bottle of pills. 
It sports two drug stores, or did until recently, when a young 
man named Harvey, who was born and brought up in the 
town, came back to his native burg with a good pharma- 
ceutical education and a new stock of goods. The old ’uns 
received him with a cut rate club and he hauled out a little 
hammer of his own and went at it. Now you can get 
patent medicines at one-quarter off and prescriptions at half- 
price, so they say. It looks as if a local association was badly 
needed in Romeo. 

The cut rate situation is easier in Grand Rapids, they 
having an agreement along the same lines as Detroit, but 
with a little better price. In Jaekson, Lansing, Kalamazoo 
and Battle Creek, and in many other places, there is no such 
thing as cut rates, but on the other hand few prescriptions 
are written. This feature of the druggists’ landscape can be 
seen in all its glory in Kalamazoo. Here no doctor would be 
guilty of writing a BR unless he wanted to buy it of the 
druggist at cost and sell it to the patient as suited his whim. 
Here also no druggist will allow a patient to leave the store 
who has an ill that some patent medicine will reach, with- 
out selling it. 

The dispensing physician rules the roost and he can prove 
to his own satisfaction that the druggists of Kazoo are a lot 
of thieves, and the worst lot of unprofessional rascals unhung, 
and he has to dispense to get even with them. On the other 
hand the druggists can show tuat the doctors are a parcel 
of unmitigated hogs, who for 20 years have purchased the 
cheapest drugs they could get and with gall unprecedented 
have endeavored to reap the profit of both branches of the 
healing art. As a matter of fact they should both be taken 
to the woodshed and spanked; such schoolboy tactics do not 
well become profesional men. 


LOCAL NEWS NOTES. 


- The interests in the drug store of Hurd & Gray, of Detroit, 
left by J. E. Hurd at his death two years ago, have been pur- 
chased by J. W. Gray and W. N. Worcester, and the firm now 
is known as Gray & Worcester. 


The drug clerks so-called. ‘‘ Shorter Hour” bill is quietly 
sleeping in committee at Lansing with every prospect of hav- 
ing a nice long nap. The State Pharmaceutical Association 
has been having a little lobbying done on this bill and some 
of the arguments used are instructive. 


Two Detroit clerks have recently entered the ranks of 
proprietors. A. W. Crane, for some time with F. Houp, pur- 
chasing «. 7. Crowley’s store on Michigan avenue, Mr. Crowley 
retiring, having earned a rest through long and faithful 
service to the public. H. A. Neuhoff, for some years with 
Grunow & Patterson, starts out with a new stock and new 
location on Chene street near Gratiot. 


For 15 years the sign of Hurd & Gray, Druggists, has 
been a familiar one to passers on Woodward avenue. They 
will see it no more, however, and will look long to recognize 
the same place under the new sign of Gray & Worcester. 
Three years ago W. U. Worcester was taken into the firm and 
the name changed to Hurd & Gray Company. Shortly after 
this J. E. Hurd died and since his estate have withdrawn their 
interest, leaving the firm name as now appears. 
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Zionists Attack Drug Stores—Exciting Experience of Chicago Phar- 
macists—More About the “ Drug Store Trust’”’— Its Existence Denied. 








Chicago, February 18—The long standing enmity of John 
Alexander Dowie, the alleged faith healer, toward the drug- 
gists has at last found expression in a series of smashing raids 
carried out by six women after the manner of Mrs. Carrie 
Nation, of Kansas. Nine stores have suffered a great deal of 
damage, and the “ Dowie Hatchet Brigade” visited a number 
of other places, but failed to do any damage. The police have 
failed to capture the women, of whom good descriptions have 
been obtained. On leaving drug stores they invariably sang 
“ Praised be the Lord,” or “ Zion Forever.” Mention was made 
of these attacks in the last issue of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
The following druggists have suffered because of the attacks 
of the band of women: 

Charles G. Foucek, Sixteenth street and Center avenue, 
store raided February 6: Three rows of bottles containing 
drugs knocked from the shelves and destroyed; damage $50; 
women chased from the store by a clerk with a bucket of 
water. ) 

B. Lowenthal, Twelfth and Robey streets: Bottles knocked 
from the shelves, February 6; damage $25; raiders forced 
from the store at the point of a revolver by the proprietor. 

Leo L. Mrazek, Ashland avenue and Highteenth street: 
Several bottles broken, February 6; damage nominal. 

Herman Liberman, 515 Halsted street: Women driven out, 
February 6, after small damage had been done. 

O. Shapiro, Twelfth and Jefferson streets: One bottle and 
electric light globe broken, February 6. 

Iver L. Quales, 1086 Milwaukee avenue: Five women broke 
in the top of a showcase, February 7; knocked down a dozen 
shelf bottles and smashed three bottles of medicated wine; 
damage $20. 

J. S. Frank, 1144 Milwaukee avenue: Five women came 
into the store, February 7, but left without doing any damage, 
as the druggist threatened to throw acid on them. 

George Remus, Milwaukee avenue and Paulina street: 
Four women knocked five bottles from a showcase and broke 
a showcase outside the door; frightened away by Remus and 
his clerk, who threw ammonia on them. 

Cupit Company, Lake street and Sacraments avenue: $50 
worth of goods in the windows ruined, February 10. 

When Mr. Foucek stepped forward to wait on the women 
one of them shouted, “Imp of the devil!’ Another added, 
“ Don’t you know that you are dealing in the traffic of the 
devil? You well know, sir, that drugs are the implements 
of the devil and a curse to mankind, and you also know that 
you are but the agent of the devil, helping him to send millions 
of souls to everlasting torment. You ——” 

““O, go easy, we are not so bad as that.” 

“ Sir, do you mean to dispute the word of the Lord?” 

“Don’t you know,” put in another, “that all ills can be 
healed by prayer? Hooray for Dowie!” 

This seemed to be the signal for an onslaught, for the wom- 
en drew canes and umbrellas from under their cloaks and 
charged at Foucek like maniacs. One woman went behind 
the prescription case and raked off two rows of bottles with 
the aid of her umbrella. Albert Koukolik, the clerk, came to 
the rescue with a pail of water that he threw on one of the 
women. Shouting ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers,” the 
drenched woman led the wild band into the street. Mr. 
Foucek said afterward that for a time he almost feared for his 
life. He thought that the women would have put him out of 
business entirely if it had not been for the pail of water. 

Mr. Mrazek has a wooly little terrier that barked when the 
women began to rearrange the store. The druggist said, “ Sic 
‘em, Prince,” and the women ran. Herman Liberman was 
diplomatic enough to say that he believed prayer could be of 
great assistance in some cases, and the women contented them- 
selves with smashing only a few bottles, just to keep their 
hand in. When the women entered J. S. Frank’s store they 
found the druggist ready to receive them. Raising a bottle of 
carbolic acid, Mr. Frank said: ‘“ Now look here, ladies; I be- 
lieve in praying, but if you.smash any of my cases or bottles 
I'll turn devil, sure enough, and throw this acid into your 
eyes. Now I mean what I say, and the first one to do any 
smashing will go out of here blind.” : 

The women told him he was an “ ungentlemanly imp of the 
devil,” and left. 

In Iver L. Quales’ store the women smashed bottles by 
throwing scale weights at them. George Remus labeled some 
bottles of ammonia “ carbolic acid,” and the women beat such 
a hasty retreat that they knocked over a big show bottle. 
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Dowie denies, in most picturesque language, that his fol- 
lowers have had anything to do with the raids. He says it is 
all the “‘ trumped up charge of the lying vipers of the press. 
At his meeting the following Sunday Dowie appeared on the 
rostrum of Zion Tabernacle decorated in black, white, purple 
and yellow vestments, and after praying that he might ‘a speak 
in love,” he launched into billingsgate for an hour against the 
newspapers, the druggists and everything else that had stirred 
him up. He then made the congregation Stand up, and asked: 

“Is there any one here who took part in any breaking of 
druggists’ bottles or in injuring drug stores? <4 

“No, no,” shouted the standing congregation. 

“Ts there any one here who knows any member of this 
church who took part in any such affair?” 

“No,” was the answer. 

“Tg there any one here who knows any one in the church 
or out of it who did any such things as alleged by the 
papers?” 

“No,” for a third time was the answer. 

“Then let us give a groan for the press.” 

And every one groaned. 


THE FUTURE OF THE DRUG BUSINESS. 


E. Von Hermann, at Thirty-iirst street and Indiana avenue, 
while denying that his store is connected with the “ drug store 
trust,” gave an interesting talk in regard to what he believes 
the future has in store for the retail druggist. He said: 

“J don’t know any business that has changed as much in 
recent years as the drug business; but a great many, in fact a 
majority, of the retailers don’t realize this, and still try to do 
business in the same old way. They don’t seem able to get 
out of the rut. A man to succeed in the retail drug business 
to-day must be progressive, just like a man in any other busi- 
ness. He must have capital, and he must make proper use of 
that capital by buying right, so that he can sell cheaply at a 
reasonable profit. He must be systematic and must have 
business tact. He must treat people right and must keep the 
things they want. The day of the small retailer is passing. 
It has already passed, but they can’t realize it, and continue 
to fight against changed conditions with old methods. The 
big department stores sell for what the small retailer pays. 
The retailer has got to be able to buy so as to get cheap 
prices, and must carry a big stock, which must be turned 
over often.” 

In regard to the connection of Harry Gundling, reputed 
manager for the syndicate, with the store, Mr. Von Hermann 
said: 

‘“‘Some time ago Dr. Chamberlain, my landlord, undertook 
to raise my rent. I was paying $4,000 a year, but he saw that 
1 was doing a big business, and said he would have to be paid 
$1,000 more. He told me he had an offer of $5,000. Later, Mr. 
Gundling said he was the one who had offered $5,000, and we 
easily came to an understanding. I finally offered to let him 
buy stock in my store, and he put in $10,000. That enabled 
me to add to my stock as I wished to. I now carry a $16,000 
stock, and within a year that will be increased to $20,000. 
This has always been a pushing store, and it is not through 
pushing. In regard to the Lexington Pharmacy, I took that 
store off the hands of George Lord, paying him part cash and 
partly in notes. The store had been doing a slack business, 
but I applied the same methods that had made the other store 
a success and soon it was on a good footing. Later I turned it 
over to Carl Von Hermann.” 

The daily papers have taken up the drug syndicate, as 
printed January 16 in the AmgERIcAN Druaaist, and mention 
Lord, Owen & Co. as the probable backers. Every one in an 
official position in the “syndicate” denies its existence and 
charges the downtown druggists, who have been left out, with 
jealousy. The inference is that the druggists who have “ been 
left out” want to have their stores purchased. No one has 
said there is no ground for the jealousy. It is merely asserted 
broadly that there is no trust. It does not seem to occur to 
the ones who charge jealousy that they tacitly admit there 
is reason for those who are “ left out” to feel ruffled. Clerks 
in the stores, who are familiar with the inner workings, and 
druggists, who can see the matter from an impartial stand- 
point, say there can be no doubt but that the AMERICAN Druc- 
cist’s report of the formation of the syndicate is true and 
based on fact. They add that there are likely to be some 
serious developments in the future. 

The Colbert Chemical Company, of which Harry Gundling 
is manager, will move its store from Monroe and Dearborn 
streets to Monroe and State streets, April 1. We are informed 
that _ will be one of the largest and finest stores on the 
street. 


DEATH OF F,. W. ARMSTRONG, 


F. W. Armstrong, for 20 years connected with the whole- 
sale house of Peter Van Schaack & Sons, died, February 2, of 
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pneumonia. Mr. Armstrong was an active member of the 
Drug Trade Bowling Club and gained a large acquaintance 
in the East during his trips with the Chicago bowlers. At the 
funeral, February 4, members of the bowling club acted as 
pall bearers. During his long connection with the drug busi- 
ness, Mr. Armstrong gained a host of friends in Chicago and 
vicinity. 

Jonathan W. Plummer, the veteran wholesale druggist, has 
retired from the presidency of Morrison, Plummer & Co. He 
has been succeeded by James W. Morrison. Mr. Morrison 
says there will be no change in the policy of the firm. Mr. 
Plummer is 64 years old and has been in poor health for some 
time. Itis consideredd oubtful if he will again engage in active 
business. He will continue to be a director of the firm. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


An explosion of chemicals in the store of the Economical 
Drug Company, 84 State street, did $5,000 damages on the 
night of February 5. Several nearby firms suffered considera- 
ble loss. 


Joseph Rivard, who has a drug store at 564 West Harrison 
street, was beaten into unconsciousness, February 5, by a 
bandit, who then bound and gagged him. The thief had a 
desperate struggle with Rivard and got little. 


Charles Truax, of Truax, Greene & Co., caught a thief in 
his home, 2654 North Paulina street, recently. The thief 
proved to be a former coachman who had destroyed much 
property out of revenge. 


The Owl Drug Co., whose intention to open a store in Chi- 
cago was reported in the last issue of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
jis to open up in the Stewart. block, Washington and State 
streets. The store is to be running by April 1. The Owl Drug 
Co. has three of the finest stores in the United States. They 
are at San Francisco, Oakland and Los Angeles. The firm has 
been known for years as an aggressive cutter. Incorporation 
papers have been taken out in Illinois. 


MISSOURI. 


N. A. R. D. Plan Goes into Effect—A Moderate Schedule Agreed 
Upon—Prospects of Success Are Bright. 








St. Louis, February 17.—The N. A. R. D. plan goes into ef- 
fect in this city to-morrow morning. Every druggist in the 
city has agreed to the schedule of prices, which is about ten 
per cent. advance on the average former selling price. Thus 
one dollar preparations will be sold for eighty-three cents. 
Fifty cent preparations for forty-two cents. All ten and fif- 
teen cent preparations will be sold for list price. Of course a 
druggist is allowed to charge more than the schedule price if 
he so desires. In fact, in many stores in the city they have 
been selling many of these preparations for more than this 
schedule price all along, but these druggists are glad the 
schedule has been established. The schedules and notices to 
the druggists were mailed last night and should be received 
in to-day’s mail. The druggists feel like celebrating to-day. 
They all feel that a great battle has been fought and won, and 
it has certainly been a long, hard fight. 


ST. LOUIS NEWS. 


The Druggists’ Cocked Hat League measured their strength 
at the Crescent and Acme alleys, on Thursday evening, Feb- 
ruary 7, with the following results: Moffit-Wests 4, J. S. Mer- 
rells 1; the Searle & Herreths 3, Meyer Bros. 2; Eli-Lillys 3, 
Mound City Paints 2. Enderle, of the Eli-Lillys, carried off 
the honors of the evening with a 56 average and a 71 game, 
while Brenner, of the same team, recorded a 54 average. At 
the meeting on the 14th the following scores were made: J. S. 
Merrells 3, the Searle & Herreths 2; Moffit-Wests 3, Eli-Lillys 
2; Meyer Bros. 3, Mound City Paints 2. 


Dr. Frank Trittermann, the well-known south side druggist, 
physician, and proprietor of the XXX Medicine Co., died of 
cancer of the stomach on February 8. He was born in Ger- 
many in 1848, and served as hospital steward in the Franco- 
German war. He came to America in 1873 and graduated from 
an Eastern medical college two years later. In 1879 he came 
to St. Louis and opened a drug store at 2000 South Ninth 
street, where he practiced his profession, and later organized 
the above medicine company. His health has been failing for 
several years, and in 1899 he turned his business over to his 
only son and spent a year in Germany. Soon after his re- 
turn, a few weeks ago, he was operated upon, but received 
no relief. He leaves his business to his son Eustace, and his 
real estate and personal property to his widow and daughter. 





THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD. 





Notes of the Traveling Salesmen. 





Our Portrait Gallery. 








E. C. Reese. 


Manager Chicago Office and Factory, the Coca-Cola Co. 

In presenting a series of porfraits of its friends among the 
successful business men and traveling salesmen, the AMERICAN 
Druaoist takes pleasure in adding to its gallery in this issue 
the smiling countenance of E. C. Reese, who looks after the 
Coca-Cola Co.’s business west of Ohio and in the Northwest. 
He is a thorough salesman, handling orders for 5 or 500 gal- 
lons with a systematic regularity that builds up a gigantic 
business and makes friends. 

Mr. Reese is a Buckeye product, having been born in 
Columbus, Ohio, but was reared in Illinois, and has traveled 
all through the South for the Coca-Cola Co. His sales for 1898 
were 47,000 gallons, ’99, 51,000, and for 1900, 74,000. He says 
he hopes to get them up to 100,000 gallons this year. 





Boston.—C. P. White, representing D. R. Bradley & Sons, 
of New York, has just shaken the dust of this town from his 
shoes. His specialty is perfumes. 


W. R. McMillan has been looking up the trade in sundries. 
He travels for McKesson & Robbins, of New York, and re- 
ports business as satisfactory. 


The tablet portion of the business has recently been re- 
stocked. This came about through the efforts of L. M. Ses- 
sions, who captures orders for Fraser & Co., of New York. 


J. E. Mace has been around talking Maltine to the trade 
and incidentally securing orders for the Maltine Manufactur- 
ing Company. 


M. P. Richards is a new figure in this territory. He repre- 
sents Taft’s Asthmaline Company, of New York, and his ef- 
forts met with success. 


John Kerr seldom visits New England, but he has the drum- 
ming art down to a nicety. He travels for the Detroit Dental 
Company, of Detroit. 


P. R. Lance recently secured a large amount of business 
for W. R. Warner & Co., of New York. 


The trade is well stocked up with syringes and rubber 
goods, the natural outsome of the visit of W. D. Shattuck for 
Parker, Stearns & Sutton, of New York. 


F. W. Decker is well known about here and he has just sent 
J. Wyeth & Bro., of Philadelphia, a large batch of orders. 


Fancy goods have been boomed here by Gen. W. N. Day, 
who reported a satisfactory amount of business to Schieffelin 
& Co., of New York. 
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Rochester.—B. I. Morningstar, of the firm of Charles Morn- 
ingstar & Co., New York, was in Rochester this month in the 
interests of his firm. 


A. E. Allbright spent several days in town recently. He is 
doing capital work for the Theo. Ricksecker Co., of New York, 
Montreal, London and Sidney, manufacturing perfumers. Mr. 
Allbright is making a specialty of Ricksecker’s new perfume, 
“Golf Queen,” an exquisitely delicate odor. 


Mr. George, who is at present employed by the A. P. W. 
Paper Co., not only takes our orders, but sees to it that they 
are filled promptly. 


George W. Holloway was in Rochester last week from Syra- 
cuse with samples of ‘ Holloway’s Bitters,’ ‘‘ Holloway’s 
‘Tea,’ &c. He received a fair share of our orders for those 
goods. 


T. J. Coffin, who comes from Ladd & Coffin, New York, 
manufacturers of the famous ‘‘ Lundborg’s Perfumes,” was in 
Rochester during a part of the second week of February. 


Frank J. Roe is keeping the name and fame of the goods of 
David E. Green & Co. before the public. Mr. Roe is represent- 
ing a good thing and he is the right man in the right place. 


A. J. Mansell was a Valentine visitor and the druggists 
were all delighted to receive his call. He is doing excellent 
work for Peek & Velsor, of New York, dealers in all kinds of 
drugs. 


R. L. Tye also spent part of the middle of the month with 
the local trade. Mr. Tye is with Merck & Co., of New York. 


G. M. Diamond, representative of Stallman & Fulton Co., 
is with us at the present writing. He has some very attractive 
samples and equally attractive prices. 


A. O. Rich announces his coming next week with the excel- 
lent goods of Smith Brothers, of Poughkeepsie. 


C. W. Snow & Co. also announce the coming of their repre- 
sentative, O. J. Snow, who is expected to arrive here next 
week. 


Among the many pleasant members of the circle of the 
knights of the road perhaps no one has more friends than has 
our fellow townsman, F. P. Hinkston. Mr. Hinkston is just 
home for the Sunday rest after an extended tour through the 
country in the interests of Bruen, Ritchey & Co., of New York 
City. 

Buffalo.—Robert L. Tye, who dropped off at Buffalo to look 
after the interests of Merck & Co., on one of his regular visits, 
managed to come through from New York without getting 
into the snow very deep, as he staid on the main line. 


John P. Jones took in Buffalo about the middle of Febru- 
ary, as a part of his regular duties in connection with the firm 
of Sharp & Dohme. He did a good business, as usual. 


J. S. Marvin does Buffalo for the plaster and other special 
interests of Seabury & Johnson in a rather original way. 
Living in the city. it is found convenient to stay two weeks 
occasionally, and then only make a run in of a couple of days. 
He has lately completed a short visit. 


F. H. Estelle looks after the Buffalo interests of the Phila- 
delphia firm of John Wyeth & Bro., and is welcome every- 
where. He is due in Buffalo at this writing, where he will 
make a good, long stay, as his trade is large. 


George H. Macy, long the “steady” for Dodge & Olcott 
in the Buffalo territory, has just loomed up on the horizon. 
He will remain till his order book is full. 


W. C. Gillett, New ‘York State agent for Beeman’s Pepsin 
Gum, is bound west from New York, and has just made a 
paying stop in Buffalo. Business is good with him. 


The Liebig Extract of Beef Company sends to Buffalo W. 
C. Blissett this trip in place of C. L. Ketchen, who is the reg- 
ular representative of the specialty. 


Robert Service, who spends a week to ten days in Buffalo 
in the interests of the trade in druggists’ sundries of J. M. 
Maris & Co., is in the city, calling on his many customers. 


The paper box trade is carefully and intelligently looked 
after here by Mrs. Jennie L. Harvey, who covers this territory 
> a painstaking way for the E. N. Rowell Company, of 

atavia. 


B. I. Hicks, who comes this way periodically to sell the 
Specialties of Lazell, Dalley & Co., has been the round of the 
city lately, and is now covering the other side of his field. 
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W. F. Sohni, the successful seller of the goods of the New 
York Paper Box Company, has lately called on the Buffalo 
drug trade. He was lately ill for some time in Rochester. 


H. P. Snow, whose route in the interest of the plaster and 
sundry house of Johnson & Johnson includes Buffalo, is in the 
city. He notes that very few of the drug men have changed 
places this year. Not one of the fifty with his house. 


F¥. P. Hinkston, regular representative of Bruen, Ritchey 
& Co., has lately covered the Buffalo end of his district and 
gone elsewhere after the same good run of trade. 


J. E. Nort, who has lately become the local representative 
of the Indianapolis manufacturing pharmacists, Eli, Lilly & 
Co., has just covered the Buffalo portion of his route. 


Edgar Reynolds, the Buffalo resident salesman for the 
Syracuse manufacturing and jobbing house of Charles Hub- 
bard & Son, is still with his city customers every Saturday. 


Cleveland.—J. W. Davis, representing the Garfield Tea 
Seseens. was in the city the past week in the interests of his 
rm. 


A postal card informs the Cleveland druggists that Henry 
Allen will be represented here soon. 


Gideon F. Ebers is again in our midst taking numerous 
orders for his well-known firm, Lehn & Fink. 


R. M. McCord is doing some hard work these days endeavor- 
ing to create a greater demand for Greene’s Nervura. 


The druggists received a very pleasant call the other day 
from ‘Thos. Taylor, who interested the trade in Geo. BE. Evans’ 
novelties and druggists’ sundries. 


C. D. McManus, Palmer’s representative, was calling upon 
the drug trade recently. 


Alfred Anker, representing the Anker Mfg. Co., was calling 
upon the trade here last week. 


Cincinnati.—Leo Heine, a clever hustler representing Kauff- 
man Brothers & Bondy, dealers in druggists’ sundries, was 
in Cincinnati recently. 


I. C. Rossiter, a well known traveling salesman in the 
employ of Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia, was in the 
Queen City during the past week taking orders for chemicals. 


G. W. Corning, the clever represenative of Parker, Stearns 
& Sutton, shook hands with local jobbers and retailers this 
week and booked a few nice orders for goods. 


George Green, representing Rosengarten & Sons, was a 
Cincinnati visitor of recent date. He managed to secure 
several nice orders, but did not get to see the Jeffries-Ruhlin 
fuss. 


George L. Jann, who knows a great deal about druggists’ 
sundries and fine leather goods sold in pharmacies, was here 
recently in the interest of C. F. Rumpp & Sons, of Phila- 


delphia. 


Chicago.—Robert Cabell, manager of the beef extract de- 
partment of Armour & Co., has been on a business trip to New 
York, Buffalo and Washington. 


Charles E. Matthews, Chicago, manager for Sharp & 
Dohme, returned February 18 from a trip to Denver. 


Charles L. Gleeson, of the importing department of Parke, 
Davis & Co., is working Chicago. 


Frank B. Tracy will succeed the late Frank J. Wall as 
Chicago manager for Charles Pfizer & Co., manufacturing 
chemists. 


St. Louis.—Dr FP. S. Sloan, proprietor of Sloan’s Liniment, 
Boston, Mass., passed through this city last week and stopped 
off a day to arrange for sending out several troops with 
wagons to advertise and sell their preparations through the 
country. 


Dr. J. W. Turner, special representative for Warner’s Safe 
Cure Co., is here placing new advertisements and looking after 
business in general. 


Geo. Dashiell, representing the Meyer Bros. Drug Co. in 
Indian Territory and Oklahoma, has been in the city for a 
few days helping several of his customers select new drug 
store outfits. 


F. Dreas has gone on the road for the J. S. Merrell Drug 
Co., and will represent that firm in Southern Missouri. He 
takes the place of Geo. W. Groves, who has opened a drug 
store at Farmington, Mo. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 


The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, February 23, 1901. 

HILE the past fortnight has been characterized by 
W an increase in the volume of business it is felt by 
some that the augmented trade can be traced to an in- 
crease in the number of orders rather than to any im- 
provement in the general demand. Original packages 
are not inquired for to any extent and there has been no 
speculative interest calling for special attention, the 
movement into consuming channels continuing of a job- 
bing character. Opium has continued quiet during the 
interval, but quinine has improved in position and shows 
a fractional advance. The bark sale at Amsterdam on the 
21st inst. yielded higher prices and the position of quinine 
is strengthened in consequence. Menthol continues to 
appreciate in value and the position of coca leaves con- 
tinues favorable to holders. Stress of foreign competi- 
tion has sent down the price of strychnine 10 cents per 
ounce, the new break in prices being noteworthy from the 
fact that the imported article pays a duty of 30 cents per 
ounce. The leading balsams, with the exception of fir, 
show a hardening tendency and quotations are generally 
higher. The price of the various hypophosphite salts has 
been cut owing to sharp competition among holders. The 
expected advance in American saffron has materialized 
and still higher prices are anticipated. Other price al- 
terations are noted in the accompanying table. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Quinine, pium, 
Anise oll, Cod liver oil, 
Bals. copaiba, Para, Strychnine, 
Bals. tolu, Cyanide potash, 
Oil spruce, Oil limes, 
Oil hemlock, Valencia saffron, 
American saffron, Chloral hydrate, 
Ipecac root, Oil sassafras, 
Oil lemon, Short buchu leaves, 
Menthol, Nutgalls. 


Cardamom seed, 
Gum benzoin, 
Quicksi!ver, 
Lastile soap. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol continues in good demand, with prices well main- 
tained by the Trust managers at the previous range of $2.45 
to $2.47 as to quantity, less the usual rebate for cash in ten 
days. Wood has remained quiet, but the market is steady 
at 60c to 75c as to quality and quantity. 


Balsams.—Copaiba, Central American, has been in active 
demand and numerous sales are reported at an advance to 
40c to 42%c; Para is also higher, holders offering sparingly 
at 50c. Fir, Canada, is held about as before, with, however, 
only a moderate trade reported, and Oregon is dull and easy. 
Peru is scarce and buyers and holders are still apart in their 
views as to price, so the business passing is of limited pro- 
portions at the range of $1.30 to $1.40. Tolu has appreciated 
in value and the tendency is still upward, though purchases 
are making at the range of 31c to 34c. 


Barks.—A fair jobbing demand is reported for the general 
line of druggists’ barks and the market is characterized by a 
firm tone. We hear of sales of sassafras at 9c to lic and 
crushed soap at 5c to 5%c. Supplies of white canella are 
light and holders have advanced their quotations to 15c to 16c. 


Buchu leaves, short, are lower in sympathy with the Lon- 
don market, the revised range being 20c to 22c. 

Cacao butter has sold in quantities during the interval, at 
37c to 38c, though some holders ask an advance over these 
figures. 

Caffeine continues in fair demand, with manufacturers 
quoting steadily on the basis of $4.50 to $4.75 for bulk as to 
quantity. 





Cantharides is selling in a small way and prices are fairly 
well sustained at 62c to 63c, and 55c to 57c for Russian and 
Chinese respectively as to quantity. 


Cassia buds are selling in a limited way only and values 
are easier at 2314c to 24c as to quantity and quality. 


Coca leaves are advancing in primary markets and spot 
holders are consequently firmer in their views, though we 
have no price alterations to report, Truxillo and Huanuco 
still selling at 24c to 26c and 38c to 40c respectively. 


Cocaine muriate has not varied during the fortnight, and 
sales are making at manufacturers’ quotations, or say $5.25 
to $5.45 for bulk. 


Codeine continues in moderate jobbing demand, with sales 
at a prices, or say, $4.20 to $4.40, for pure, in 
bulk. 


Codliver oil, Norwegian, is seasonably dull and large trans- 
actions are the exception. Prices are, however, as previously 
quoted. 


Colocynth apples are without new feature of interest either 
as regards price or demand; prime Trieste, quoted 40c to 42c; 
select, 42c to 45c, and Spanish, 17c to 18c. 


Coumarin has receded in value and holders offer more 
freely at $5.00 to $5.25, the inside figure being named for 
round lots. 


Cubeb berries continue inactive with values more or less 
nominal at 10c to 13¢c as to quality and quantity. 


Cuttlefish bone is not taken with any freedom by the trade, 
the bulk of the orders being to cover immediate requirements 
only, but prices are well maintained at the quoted range. 


Ergot is held at 57c to 58c for German and 59c to 62¢ for 
Spanish. These figures are, however, below the prevailing quo- 
tations in foreign markets, and spot holders are consequently 
firmer in their views. 


Haarlem oil is in light supply and holders now quote $2.30 
. = for uncorked and $2.50 to $2.75 for corked, stamps in- 
cluded. 


Lycopodium is meeting with increased demand for export 
and the market has an upward tendency, though prices are 
quotably unchanged. 


Menthol continues to advance in both the Hamburg and 
the London markets and spot values show an appreciation, 
most holders quoting $4.50 to $5.00, as to quantity, though we 
hear of some sales at a fraction under the inside figure. 


Morphine continues in fair, steady demand without, how- 
ever, any new development as regards price, $2.00 to $2.20 be- 
ing still named for bulk as to quantity and brand. 


Opium remains quiet, but the market is characterized by a 
firm undertone owing to recent unfavorable crop reports. The 
prevalence of frosty weather during the month of January is 
reported to have put a stop to all sowings, and this, coupled 
with the autumn drought, will, it is feared, result in a very 
small crop of oplum this year. No large transactions have 
come to the surface, and holders, while not manifesting any 
disposition to offer more freely, are accepting $3.40 for single 
cases and $3.45 for broken lots. Powdered is passing out into 
channels of consumption at the range of $4.40 to $4.45, as to 
test and holder. 


Quinine has sold better during the interval and upon a 
stronger basis of value. The bark sales in Amsterdam on the 
21st inst. resulted in an advance of 5 per cent., the unit being 
7c. The agents of foreign manufacturers are consequently 
firmer in their views, though no advance in price was an- 
nounced up to the time of going to press with this report. 
Domestic brands continue in good demand at the range of 
30c to 35c for bulk and 33c to 38c for ounces. German bulk is 
quoted 28c to 33c, and we hear of some sales from second 
hands at a shade below this figure. 


Soap, Castile, is in small supply, and holders offer sparingly 
at 10%c to 11c, with stock to arrive quoted 10%4c to 10 3-8c. 


Strychnine prices have been reduced by domestic manu- 
facturers to meet the decline in price of foreign brands. Quo- 
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tations for B & S brand were reduced 10c per ounce, and 
domestic makers quickly followed suit, making the revised 
range for alkaloid crystals in eighths in lots of 500 ounces 
80c; 100 ounces, 85c; 25 ounces, 90c; smaller quantities, 95c. 
The decline in price of foreign strychnine has attracted con- 
siderable attention, as an import duty amounting to 30c per 
ounce is exacted on the foreign product. 


Sugar of milk continues in good request with sales of 
powdered at 12c to 13c, as to quantity, the inside figures for 
lots of 25 bbls. or over. 


Tonka beans are only in light jobbing inquiry, though the 
market appears steady at 75c to 80c for prime Angustura, 45c 
to 50e for crystallized Surinam and 30c to 35c for Para. 


Vanilla beans, Tahiti, are scarce and under good control, 
and prices show an advance to $1.80 to $1.90. Bourbon are 
maintained at full previous prices, the range of the market 
being $4.75 to $7.50, as to quality. Mexican are held at $9.00 
to $12.50 for whole and $7.50 for cut. 


Wax, Bees, remains quiet, but the market is well sustained 
at 29c to 3lc for ordinary pure, 32c to 38c for selected and 
45¢ to 50c for bleached. Japan is in limited supply and firm 
in the face of a good demand, while 6%4c is quoted for stock 
to arrive and 7i4c named for spot goods. Some holders ask 
up to 74e. 


CHEMICALS, 


Acetate of lime is in steady, moderate request, a consider- 
able export demand being experienced, and the market is 
steady at the range of $1.05 to $1.10 for brown, and $1.55 to 
$1.60 for gray. 


Alum is quiet and few sales of consequence are reported, 
though prices are well sustained from manufacturers at $1.75 
to $1.90 for lump and $1.85 to $2 for ground. 


Arsenic, white, is meeting with a good inquiry for consump- 
tion, with the sales at 4%c to 5c as to brand. Red is un- 
changed at 7c to 714. 


Bismuth preparations continue in fair, steady demand, with 
manufacturers’ prices well sustained at $1.75 to $1.80 for sub- 
nitrate, $1.80 to $1.85 for subgalate, and $1.95 to $2.00 for 
subcarbonate. 


Bleaching powder is in exceedingly limited spot supply and 
quotations ace generally higher for small lots, 24c being 
named for leading English brands, 2c for German, and 1.90c 
for French and Belgium. 


Blue vitriol is a trifle unsettled, some outside holders quot- 
ing a shade below manufacturers’ prices, or 544c to 5%c. 


Borie acid is passing out into channels of consumption at 
manufacturers’ quotations, or say, 10%c to 11%c for crystals 
and 114%c to 11%c for powdered. 


Brimstone, crude seconds, to arrive, is quoted at $22. 


Chlorate of potash is without movement of consequence, 
such sales as come to the surface being made at 814c to 9c. 


Chloral hydrate has further declined, as the result of com- 
petition, 90c being now quoted on crusts and 95c on crystals in 
100 pound lots. 


Citric acid is reported higher in the London market, but 
values are as yet unchanged here, 40c to 40%4c being named for 
domestic and 38c to 39c for Sicilian. 


Cyanide of potash is weak and unsettled, with sales at the 
reduced range of 2614c to 27c. 


Glycerin is active in a jobbing way, so far as medicinal 
qualities are concerned, and the market is steady at our pre- 
vious quotations at 15¢ to 15%4c for C. P. and drums, 1514c to 
16c in barrels, and 16c to 19c in tins. 


Nitrate of soda has been in active demand, and the spot 
supplies are considerably reduced, imparting a decidedly firm 
tone to the market; $1.8114 to $1.8114 are the spot quotations, 
though holders are not anxious to part with their stocks at 
these figures. 


Quicksilver is in lessened demand and 65c to 66c is now 
quoted. 


Tartaric acid continues in fair request and prices are as pre- 
viously quoted, or say 29c to 30c. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has developed a firmer feeling under an improved de- 
mand and $1.3714 to $1.40 is now quoted. 
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Cassia has been advanced by the leading holders to the 
range of 82\4c to 85c for 75 to 80 per cent. and 72%4c to 77%4c 
for lower grades. 


Cedar leaf continues in moderate inquiry and firm at 65c. 


Cubeb is meeting with better inquiry and values are 
firmly maintained at 95c to $1.05. : 


Lemon is in improved demand, and we hear of several 
large sales at 90c to 95c, with an advance asked at the close 
of $1 to $1.15. 


Limes has declined in the face of easier reports from foreign — 
sources, and distilled is now quoted 65c to 70c, and expressed 
to 25c. 


Peppermint is stronger in tone, and a recent sale of 12 
cases for export was made at $1.30, which is an advance over 
prices previously realized. 


Sassafras, natural, is weak and unsettled, and recent sales 
have been at a decline to 36c to 38c; artificial quoted at 35c 
to 36c. 


GUMS, 
Aloes is without quotable change; jobbing sales of Curacao 
at 4c to 4144c; Cape, 6%4c to 7c, and Socatrine, 16c to 24c. 


Arabic continues inquired for, and the market is steady 
at our quotations. 


Asafetida is held at the range of 30c to 40c, but the demand 
searcely exceeds retail proportions. 


Benzoin has been in active demand, and rather scanty sup- 
ply and correspondingly firm at 32c. 


Kino is cabled higher in London and spot quotations are 
firm at the recent advance to 50c to 52c. 


Myrrh is in small supply and firm at previous prices. 


Senagal is passing out in fair average volume and values 
are steady at the old range of 15c to 24c for picked, 18c¢ to 14c 
for sorts and 8%c to 14c for siftings. 


Tragacanth is held at full previous prices and supplies are 
passing out quite freely in jobbing quantities. 


ROOTS, 
Althea, cut, is firmly held at 25c in face of slight scarcity. 
Gentian is firmer, with recent jobbing sales at 3%4c to 4c. 


Golden seal shows a hardening tendency and quotations 
show a further advance to 56c to 58c. 


Ipecac is higher in the London market and prices here have 
been raised to $2.80 to $2.90. 


SEEDS. 


We have no features of interest to report in this market. 
The consuming inquiry for the leading descriptions is light and 


. prices are without change. 





The J. C. Ayer Co. Supports the Plan, 


According to the Lowell (Mass.) “ Citizen,” Dr. Stowell, 
general manager of the J. C. Ayer Co., gave an earnest 
recently of his intention to always aid the retailer in keeping 
up prices. The paper relates how Dr. Stowell “had a call 
from a representative of a wealthy firm of cutting druggists. 
This party said he had come to purchase a large bill of goods. 
He represented that he never substituted, always giving his 
customers precisely what they called for. When asked if he 
ever cut prices, he frankly replied that he did, believing that 
to be his own business entirely. 

‘“‘He said he had a check with him of $10,000, and he 
wanted just that amount of ‘ Ayer’s Family Medicines.’ Dr. 
Stowell replied that unless he would give a written guarantee 
that he would not cut the price on these goods, the order 
would be promptly refused. This the customer would not do 
and so departed, looking elsewhere for medicines with which 
to fill his shelves.” 





W. F. Peter, of Seymour, Ind., changed the style of his firm 
recently by taking in his two efficient clerks, W. C. Sumner and 
Henry Osterman, and incorporating the new concern as the 
W. F. Peter Drug Co. Mr. Peter has been in the drug business 
in Seymour about 30 years. 


The Southwestern Mutual Drug Co., of Abilene, Tex., has 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000 by George 
C. Harris, Henry Sayles, Jr., and others. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST. 


The drug clerks of San Jose, Cal., are agitating for shorter 
hours. 


The Lowry Drug Co. has opened a handsome new drug 
store at Lakeland, Fla., with J. R. Spence in charge. 


The drug store of Harry W. Smith, at Niagara Falls, Ont., 
was damaged by fire to the extent of $3,000 recently. 


William N. Schweitzer, for ten years employed at Scherp’s 
drug store at New Britain, Conn., has taken the management 
of the Bristol pharmacy there. 


F. M. Young, proprietor of the drug store at Odd Fellows’ 
Hall, at Wheeling, W. Va., has opened a branch store and 
placed Charles Greer in charge. 


Peek & Mize, proprietors of the Star drug store, at Hemp- 
stead, Texas, have bought the drug store of M. P. Miller. They 
will run both drug stores in the future. 


George W. Bush, a prominent druggist of Winchester, Va., 
died on February 14, of consumption. For nearly 40 years he 
had been connected with the firm of George E. Bushnell & Co. 


Frederick Norton, manager of Merriman Bros.’ drug store 
at New Britain, Conn., has completed a short biographical 
work on the Governors of Conecticut. The work contains 
about 4,000 words and about 50 illustrations. 


The Drug Clerks’ Association of Winnipeg, Man., was re- 
cently formed, and the following officers elected: President, 
B. 8S. Cerswell; vice-president, C. C. Laing; second vice-presi- 
dent, W. Bentley; secretary-treasurer, D. W. Bradshaw. 


The Sampson Medicine “Co. has been incorporated at 
Winston-Salem, N. C. The capital stock is $5,000, with the 
privilege to increase it to $10,000. The incorporators are W. 
Lee Harger, R. H. Bodenhaner, H. O. Sapp and M. A, Feston. 


Charles E. Potts, wholesale druggist, of Wichita, Kan., 
has made a twentieth century departure by taking all his em- 
ployees inte partnership with him. The new company have 
been incorporated with a capital stock of $200,000, nearly all 
of which Mr. Potts owns himself. Most all of the employees 
of the house have been with him for ten years or more. 


A handsome new drug store at Santa Barbara, Cal., is 
that of Canfield & McLeod. According to the enthusiastic de- 
scription of the local press, the interior is all of Santa Barbara 
workmanship, even the show cases being made in that city. 
J. A. McLeod, the senior member, has had many years of 
active service in the trade, while Mr. Canfield is a graduate of 
the University of California. 


The druggists of Muncie, Ind., have already commenced 
preparations for the entertainment of the persons attending 
the twentieth annual convention of the Indiana Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, to be held there next June. The convention 
will be one of the enjoyable events of the summer. About 
three hundred will be in attendance. A feature of the visit 
will be a visit to all the glass factories. 


Desrochers Bros. have opened a new drug store at Woon- 
socket, R. I. The formal opening was made memorable by 
the free dispensation of soda. Henri Berard is the manager 
of the new store, the furnishings of which are entirely new, 
the fixtures being of quartered oak. A 12-foot prescription 
desk is a feature, while plate glass show cases contain full 
lines of goods. The fountain is a new idea, the syrup jars be- 
ing of glass and in full view of the customer. 


Contracts have been given out by which the Live and Let 
Live drug store at Chattanooga, Tenn., will blossom out with 
an entirely new interior about April 1, at a cost of several thou- 
sand dollars, making it not only the largest but the handsomest 
store of the kind in the Central South. The company are incor- 
porated, the officers being Mark L. Morrison, president; Wil- 
liam Rosenhein, vice-president, and Lewis Rosenhein, secretary 
and treasurer. All are practical pharmacists. 





One of the most sensible improvements in staple articles of 
merchandise recently offered to the drug trade is the new 
invalid cushion made by the Davol Rubber Co., of Providence, 
R. L., and a sample of which will be sent on receipt of price 
by Meinecke & Co., of 257 Greenwich street. The Horseshoe 
Air Cushion is a radical change from the old-fashioned invalid 
ring, and its remarkable advantages have resulted in its adop- 
tion by the leading hospitals, physicians and trained nurses. 
Mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
To Make Your Store Attractive. 


Druggists who take pride in the artistic appearance of their 
stores, and who realize how much of ‘their trade, especially 
that proportion of it which might otherwise go to confection- 
ers, depends on that appearance, are becoming daily more im- 
pressed with the necessity of adding wherever possible to the 
attractiveness and comfort offered. In this they are ably as- 


sisted by such concerns as the A. H. Andrews Co., of 300 
Wabash avenue, Chicago, which manufactures a special line 
of chairs and stools for the drug store. These stools are most 
attractive and artistic in design and are practically inde- 
structible. The illustration here given shows one of their tall 
counter stools. ‘To appreciate the beauty of design and the 
variety of style offered readers should write to the A. H. 
Andrews Co. at the above address for a copy of their cata- 
logue, mentioning the AMERICAN DRuGGIsT. 





Gem Ice Cream Spoon. 


The latest devices to aid the druggist in handling a big 
trade in soda, ice cream soda, etc., are appreciated by the up- 
to-date pharmacist. For the coming season attention is called 
to an improvement in the construction of the ‘Gem Ice Cream 
Spoon,” manufactured by the Gem Spoon Co., No. 4 Oakwood 
avenue, Troy, N. Y., whereby the cream is cut, instead of be- 
ing forced from the bowl by means of the crescent or ejector, 
making the operation of dispensing equally easy in the softest 
and hardest cream, relieving the strain on all parts of the 
spoon, and greatly reducing the liability to breakage. In fact, 


its present shape leaves nothing apparently to be de- 
sired in the way of improvement. The improvement gives in- 
creased power, which makes it unnecessary to order larger 
sizes than that of i6 to the quart, shown in the illustration, 
although prices for larger ones may be had on application. 
Mention this paper when writing. 





The February price-list of Magnus & Lauer, importers and 
manufacturers of essential oils, vanilla beans, drugs, chem- 
icals and soap makers’ and perfumers’ materials, 92 Pearl 
street, New York, has just been issued. This is a useful pub- 
lication, as in addition to the market prices on the essential 
oils and perfumery materials sold by druggists it contains 
notes on the characteristics of the large number of articles so 
listed, together with references to the market position of the 
leading staples. 











